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COUNCILLORS 

Councillor Doug Curran (Mayor) dcurran@griffith.com.au 
Councillor Shari Blumer sblumer@griffith.com.au  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  mdalbon@griffith.com.au  
Councillor Jenny Ellis jellis@griffith.com.au  
Councillor Scott Groat (Deputy Mayor) sgroat@griffith.com.au  
Councillor Anne Napoli  anapoli@griffith.com.au 
Councillor Tony O’Grady togrady@griffith.com.au  
Councillor Christine Stead  cstead@griffith.com.au 
Councillor Laurie Testoni ltestoni@griffith.com.au  

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CAN ADDRESS COUNCIL IN 
THE FOLLOWING WAYS 
 
Addressing the Council at a Public Forum 

Members of the public may address the Council on matters listed in the Council Meeting 
Agenda at the Public Forum held prior to the Council Meeting, provided proper notice is 
given. Visit Council’s website for more information. To apply to address Council on Business 
Paper matters, please complete an online Request to Speak at a Public Forum before 12:00 
noon on the day of the meeting. Public Forums will commence at 6:30 pm prior to the 
Council Meeting as required. 
 
Notice of Motion via Councillor 

You are able to lobby a Councillor to raise a Notice of Motion to have a matter considered by 
the Council at a future meeting.  
 
Petition 

A petition can be presented to the Council through a Councillor. If you would like to present a 
petition to an Ordinary Meeting of Council, please contact one of the Councillors to arrange. 
 
Customer Request Management system 

The Customer Request Management system (CRM) manages the processing of customer 
requests. Customer requests can be then easily responded to, allocated to responsible 
officers and checked. The system will automatically escalate requests that have not been 
actioned. To log a request, please contact Council’s Customer Service Team on 
1300 176 077. 
 
Direct correspondence to the General Manager 

You may write directly to the General Manager about your issue or concern via letter or 
email. You may contact the General Manager at admin@griffith.nsw.gov.au or mail 
correspondence to: The General Manager, PO Box 485 Griffith NSW 2680. 

For more information on public participation refer to Council’s Agency Information Guide. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dcurran@griffith.com.au
mailto:sblumer@griffith.com.au
mailto:mdalbon@griffith.com.au
mailto:jellis@griffith.com.au
mailto:sgroat@griffith.com.au
mailto:anapoli@griffith.com.au
mailto:togrady@griffith.com.au
mailto:cstead@griffith.com.au
mailto:ltestoni@griffith.com.au
https://forms.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Forms/PADC
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-YQE-37-22-83
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Councillors’ obligations under the Oath or Affirmation of Office are as follows: 

Oath 

I [name of Councillor] swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the 
best interests of the people of Griffith and the Griffith City Council and that I will faithfully and 
impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under 
the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 
 
Affirmation 

I [name of Councillor] solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the 
duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of Griffith and the Griffith 
City Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, 
authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other 
Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 
 
Councillors’ obligations under the Code of Conduct in relation to conflicts of interest 
include: 

What is a pecuniary interest? 

A pecuniary interest is an interest that you have in a matter because of a reasonable 
likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to you or a person referred to in 
clause 4.3 of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Disclosure of pecuniary interests at meetings 

A Councillor who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which Council is concerned, 
and who is present at a meeting of Council at which the matter is being considered, must 
disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

The Councillor must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of Council: 

(a) at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by Council, or 

(b) at any time during which the Council is voting on any question in relation to the 
matter. 

 
What is a non-pecuniary conflict of interest? 

Non-pecuniary interests are private or personal interests a Council official has that do not 
amount to a pecuniary interest as defined in clause 4.1 of the Code of Conduct. A non-
pecuniary conflict of interest exists where a reasonable and informed person would perceive 
that you could be influenced by a private interest when carrying out your official functions in 
relation to a matter. 
 
Managing non-pecuniary conflicts of interest 

Where Councillors have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest in a matter they must disclose 
the relevant private interest they have in relation to the matter fully and in writing as soon as 
practicable after becoming aware of the non-pecuniary conflict of interest. 
 

Click here to lodge an online Conflict of Interest Form. 

 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030
https://forms.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Forms/ConflictofInterests
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How Councillors manage a non-pecuniary conflict of interest will depend on whether or not it 
is significant. 

A non-pecuniary conflict of interest will be significant where it does not involve a pecuniary 
interest, but it involves: 

(a) a relationship between a Councillor and another person who is affected by a decision 
or a matter under consideration that is particularly close, such as a current or former 
spouse or de facto partner, a relative or another person from the Councillor’s 
extended family that the Councillor has a close personal relationship with, or another 
person living in the same household. 
 

(b) other relationships with persons who are affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration that are particularly close, such as friendships and business 
relationships. Closeness is defined by the nature of the friendship or business 
relationship, the frequency of contact and the duration of the friendship or 
relationship. 
 

(c) an affiliation between the Councillor and an organisation (such as a sporting body, 
club, religious, cultural or charitable organisation, corporation or association) that is 
affected by a decision or a matter under consideration that is particularly strong. The 
strength of a Councillor’s affiliation with an organisation is to be determined by the 
extent to which they actively participate in the management, administration or other 
activities of the organisation. 
 

(d) membership, as the Council’s representative, of the board or management 
committee of an organisation that is affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration, in circumstances where the interests of Council and the organisation 
are potentially in conflict in relation to the particular matter. 
 

(e) a financial interest (other than an interest of a type referred to in clause 4.6 of the 
Code of Conduct) that is not a pecuniary interest for the purposes of clause 4.1 of the 
Code of Conduct. 
 

(f) the conferral or loss of a personal benefit other than one conferred or lost as a 
member of the community or a broader class of people affected by a decision. 

If the significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest arises in relation to a matter under 
consideration at a Council meeting, Councillors must manage the conflict of interest as if a 
Councillor had a pecuniary interest in the matter by complying with clauses 4.28 and 4.29 of 
the Code of Conduct. That is, a Councillor who has a significant non-pecuniary interest in a 
matter under consideration at a Council meeting must disclose the nature of the interest to 
the meeting as soon as practicable. The Councillor must not be present at, or in sight of, the 
meeting of Council: 

(a) at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by Council, or 

(b) at any time during which the Council is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 
 

If Councillors determine that they have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest in a matter that is 
not significant and does not require further action, when disclosing the interest they must 
explain in writing why they consider that the non-pecuniary conflict of interest is not 
significant and does not require further action in the circumstances. 
 
Councillors should refer to Council’s Code of Conduct policy for further information in relation 
to managing conflicts of interest at Council Meetings. 
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Opening Affirmations 

Option 1 

Let us meet in this Council Chamber in a spirit of fellowship and goodwill to represent all the 
members of our community in its cultural and religious diversity.   
To be honest and objective in all our deliberations.   
To respect the views of the residents, the rights of all Councillors to express their opinions 
without fear or favour and to make decisions for the common good of our community. 
 
Option 2 

 
Almighty God 

We ask that you guide us in our decision making. 
Protect us and the community we serve.   
Direct our deliberations for the progress of this City and the true welfare of its people. 

Option 3 

I ask those gathered to join us now for a few moments of silence as we reflect on our roles in 
this Chamber. Please use this opportunity for reflection, prayer or thought, to focus on our 
shared intention to work respectfully together for the well-being of our whole community. 

 

Acknowledgment of Country  

Griffith City Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people as the traditional owners and 
custodians of the land and waters, and their deep knowledge embedded within the 
Aboriginal community.  

Council further pays respect to the local Wiradjuri Elders, past, present and those emerging, 
for whom we acknowledge have responsibilities for the continuation of cultural, spiritual and 
educational practices of the local Wiradjuri people. 
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AGENDA 

 
 

ORDINARY MEETING OF GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL 
TO BE HELD IN GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, 28 JULY 2026 AT 7:00 PM 
 

 

MEETING NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in the Griffith City 
Council Chambers on Tuesday, 28 July 2026. 

In accordance with Griffith City Council’s Code of Meeting Practice and as permitted under 
the Local Government Act 1993, this meeting will be livestreamed via Facebook and a 
person’s image and / or voice may be broadcast. 

A recording of the livestream will be published on Council’s website for at least 12 months 
after the meeting or for the balance of the Council term, whichever is the longer period. 

Attendance at a Council meeting is to be taken as consent by a person to their image and / 
or voice being livestreamed. 

All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing any 
personal information about another individual without their consent. 

Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments made 
by persons attending meetings – all liability will rest with the individual who made the 
comments. 

No other recording by a video camera, still camera or any other electronic device capable of 
webcasting or recording is permitted without the prior approval of Council.  

The agenda for the meeting is: 

1 Council Acknowledgments  

2 Apologies and Applications for a Leave of Absence or Attendance by Audio-visual 
Link by Councillors 

3 Confirmation of Minutes 

4 Business Arising 

5 Declarations of Interest 

6 Presentations  

7 Mayoral Minutes  

8 General Manager’s Report 

CL01 p30 DA 48/2026 - Electricity Generating Works – 5MW Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) 

CL02 p42 Sustainable Communities Program - Business and Industry Round 
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CL03 p46 Regional Airport Program - Round 5 

CL04 p49 Application to 2026 NSWRL Infrastructure Investment Fund 

CL05 p61 Renewal of Lease Agreement - St Vincent's Private Hospitals Ltd - 
41-45 Animoo Avenue, Griffith 

CL06 p66 Local Government NSW Annual Conference November 2026 

CL07 p69 Review of Council's Agency Information Guide 2026 

CL08 p72 Review of Privacy Management Policy and Plan 

CL09 p75 2026 National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress 

CL10 p90 Request for Support – 10th Anniversary Community Gala Dinner in 
support of St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital Griffith  

9 Information Reports 

CL11 p95 Summary Development Application DA 57/2026 for Electricity 
Generating Works comprising a 7.1MW Solar Farm and 5MW Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) at 11 Duchatel Road, Griffith 

CL12 p104 New State Planning Entity - Development Coordination Authority 
(DCA) 

CL13 p106 Councillor Conduct Framework Reform 

CL14 p111 OLG Circular - Code of Meeting Practice 

CL15 p122 Questions Taken on Notice 

CL16 p126 Investments as at 30 April 2026 

CL17 p136 2026 NSW Local Roads Congress  

10 Adoption of Committee Minutes 

 p145 Minutes of the Floodplain Management Committee Meeting held on 
11 June 2026 

 p150 Minutes of the Local Traffic Forum Meeting held on 14 July 2026 

 p153 Minutes of the Disability Inclusion & Access Committee Meeting held 
on 17 June 2026  

11 Business with Notice – Rescission Motions  

12 Business with Notice – Other Motions 

 p157 Notice of Motion - Councillor Jenny Ellis 

 p161 Notice of Motion - Councillor Scott Groat 

 p165 Notice of Motion - Councillor Shari Blumer 

 p172 Notice of Motion - Councillor Mark Dal Bon  

13 Outstanding Action Report 
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 p175 Outstanding Action Report  

14 Matters to be dealt with by Closed Council 

CC01  Tender No. 20-25/26 - GWTP - Design & Supply of Powder Activated 
Carbon Dosing System 

-  commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed:  
(i)        prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it, or  
(ii)       confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the 
council, or  
(iii)     reveal a trade secret 10A(2) (d)  

 

Scott Grant 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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DRAFT 
MINUTES 

 
 

ORDINARY MEETING OF GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, 16 JUNE 2026 COMMENCING AT 7:00 PM 
 

 

PRESENT 

The Mayor, Doug Curran in the Chair;  Councillors, Christine Stead, Jenny Ellis, Anne Napoli 
(Zoom), Mark Dal Bon, Scott Groat, Tony O'Grady, Laurie Testoni and Shari Blumer 

STAFF 

General Manager, Scott Grant, Director Business, Cultural, Financial Services, Matthew 
Hansen, Director Economic & Organisational Development, Shireen Donaldson, Director 
Infrastructure & Operations, Phil King, Director Sustainable Development, Joe Rizzo, 
Manager Water and Wastewater, Durgananda Chaudhary and Minute Taker, Leanne Austin 

MEDIA 

Nil. 

1 COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Meeting opened with Councillor Jenny Ellis reading the Opening Affirmation and the 
Acknowledgement of Country. 

2 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR 
ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS  

26/166 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Christine Stead and Scott Groat that an apology 
be received from Director Graham Gordon.  

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
26/167 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Jenny Ellis and Christine Stead that the request for 
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attendance by audio-visual link from Councillor Anne Napoli be approved.   

 
For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

26/168 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Christine Stead and Laurie Testoni that the 
minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in Griffith City Council Chambers on 9 June 
2026, having first been circulated amongst all members of Council, be confirmed. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
 

4 BUSINESS ARISING 

 
 

Nil. 
 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

Councillors making a pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the meeting during 
consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

Councillor Anne Napoli 
MM01 Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) 2026/27 
Reason – I own a property along where the Yoogali Levy is considered to be constructed. 
 
Councillor Christine Stead 
CC01   Major Event request for Council Assistance 
Reason – The report mentions Griffith Show Ground and I am President of the Showground 
Trust. 
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Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Councillors making a less than significant non-pecuniary interest declaration may stay in the 
meeting and participate in the debate and vote on the matter. 

Councillor Laurie Testoni 
CL01   Adoption of the Delivery Program 2025/26 – 2028/29 Incorporating the Operational 
Plan (Budget) 2026/27 and Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27 Annual Review 
Reason – In relation to the Wood Park request for funding. I live in North Griffith and so does 
some of my relatives. 
 

6 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 
 

7 MAYORAL MINUTES 

MM01   DISASTER READY FUND (DRF) 2026/27 
 
Councillor Anne Napoli left the meeting having declared a pecuniary interest, the time being 
7:05 pm. 

Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O'Grady moved the following MOTION that: 

(a) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yoogali levee Construction – Stage 3 
Project. 

(b) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yenda Drainage Network and Flood 
Pump Project. 

(c) Council support the application with $15,000 for preparatory costs per project. 

 
Councillors Dal Bon and Blumer moved the following AMENDMENT that items (a) and (b) be 
considered separately. 

The AMENDMENT was PUT and WON. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
 

Councillor Testoni asked what the timeframes for completion would be if successful with the 
grant application. This was taken on Notice. 
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26/169 

RESOLVED on the motion of Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O’Grady that:   

(a) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yoogali levee Construction – Stage 3 
Project. 

(b) Council support the application with $15,000 for preparatory costs. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Christine Stead Councillor Scott Groat 
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 6 votes to 2. 
 

26/170 

RESOLVED on the motion of Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O'Grady that:   

(a) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yenda Drainage Network and Flood 
Pump Project. 

(b) Council support the application with $15,000 for preparatory costs. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
 

Councillor Anne Napoli returned to the meeting at 7:13 pm. 
 

8 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

CL01 ADOPTION OF THE DELIVERY PROGRAM 2025/26 - 2028/29 INCORPORATING 
THE OPERATIONAL PLAN (BUDGET) 2026/27 AND LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 
2026/27 ANNUAL REVIEW 
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Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O'Grady moved the following MOTION that  
Council adopt the following documents: 

• Delivery Program 2025/26 - 2028/29 incorporating the Draft Operational Plan 2026/27 
(Budget), and 

• Long-Term Financial Plan 2026/27 Annual Review 
 

as exhibited and attached to the report including the below additional amendments as a 
result of  submissions received during the exhibition period: 

1. Amendments to Revenue Policy/Fees & Charges 

Fee/Charge: Recommendation: 

Water Inspection Fee Delete duplicate 

Investigation Fee Delete duplicate 

Use of Griffith Harness Track $110/week 

603 Certificates $105 

Overdue Rates Interest 9.5% 

Water Meter Relocation (20mm) $1,646 

Water Meter Relocation Description Add “includes disconnection” 

Planning & Development Fees Updated per EP&A Regulation 

Legionella Inspection Fees $100–$150/year 

Domestic Waste Management Charge $458 

Recycling Charge $152 

2. Amendments to Operating Budget 

Item Exhibited Budget Proposed Budget 

Waste collection costs $760,000 $860,000 

Waste collection charges $1,381,518 $1,481,518 

Senior Citizens Centre Internet Not included $3,000 

Financial Assistance Grant $7,856,865 $1,571,373 
 

Councillors Groat and Dal Bon moved the an AMENDMENT that Council remove the Use of 
Griffith Harness Track Fee - $110/week. 

The AMENDMENT was PUT and WON. 

For Against 
Councillor Christine Stead Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran 
Councillor Anne Napoli Councillor Jenny Ellis 
Councillor Mark Dal Bon Councillor Tony O'Grady 
Councillor Scott Groat Councillor Shari Blumer 
Councillor Laurie Testoni  

The division was declared PASSED by 5 votes to 4. 
 

Councillors Groat and Dal Bon moved an AMENDMENT that the domestic waste 
management charge remain at the exhibited fee of $429. 
 
The AMENDMENT was PUT and LOST. 

For Against 
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Councillor Christine Stead Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran 
Councillor Anne Napoli Councillor Jenny Ellis 
Councillor Mark Dal Bon Councillor Tony O'Grady 
Councillor Scott Groat Councillor Laurie Testoni 
 Councillor Shari Blumer 

The division was declared LOST by 4 votes to 5. 
 
Councillors Dal Bon and Groat moved an AMENDMENT that the proposed new Legionella 
Inspection Fees be reduced to $50 per year. 
 
The AMENDMENT was PUT and LOST. 

For Against 
Councillor Anne Napoli Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran 
Councillor Mark Dal Bon Councillor Christine Stead 
Councillor Scott Groat Councillor Jenny Ellis 
 Councillor Tony O'Grady 
 Councillor Laurie Testoni 
 Councillor Shari Blumer 

The division was declared LOST by 3 votes to 6. 
 
Councillors Dal Bon and Stead moved an AMENDMENT that the Recycling Charge remain 
at the exhibited fee of $142. 
 
The AMENDMENT was PUT and LOST. 

For Against 
Councillor Christine Stead Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran 
Councillor Anne Napoli Councillor Jenny Ellis 
Councillor Mark Dal Bon Councillor Tony O'Grady 
Councillor Scott Groat Councillor Laurie Testoni 
 Councillor Shari Blumer 

The division was declared LOST by 5 votes to 4. 
 
 
Councillors Testoni and Ellis moved an AMENDMENT that: 

(a) The allocation for Item 78 Wood Park toilet Construction be reduced by $50,000 (from 
$250,000 to $200,000) with the savings redirected as follows: 

(b) $25,000 to the development and delivery of a professional advertising and promotional 
campaign for Pioneer Park Museum on Scenic Hill; and 

(c) Exercise equipment for the Yenda community (Item 11 – Councillor Requests), 
increasing funding by $10,000 to a total of $25,000, with the increase offset by removing 
the roundabout landscaping refurbishment. 

The AMENDMENT was PUT and WON. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Christine Stead 
Councillor Jenny Ellis Councillor Anne Napoli 
Councillor Tony O'Grady Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Laurie Testoni Councillor Scott Groat 
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 5 votes to 4. 
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26/171 
RESOLVED on the motion of Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O’Grady that Council 
adopt the following documents: 

(a) Delivery Program 2025/26 - 2028/29 incorporating the Draft Operational Plan 2026/27 
(Budget), and 

(b) Long-Term Financial Plan 2026/27 Annual Review 
as exhibited and attached to the report including the below additional amendments as a 
result of  submissions received during the exhibition period and inclusive of the above 
carried amendments: 

1. Amendments to Revenue Policy/Fees & Charges 

Fee/Charge: Recommendation: 

Water Inspection Fee Delete duplicate 

Investigation Fee Delete duplicate 

603 Certificates $105 

Overdue Rates Interest 9.5% 

Water Meter Relocation (20mm) $1,646 

Water Meter Relocation Description Add “includes disconnection” 

Planning & Development Fees Updated per EP&A Regulation 

Legionella Inspection Fees $100–$150/year 

Domestic Waste Management Charge $458 

Recycling Charge $152 

 

2. Amendments to Operating Budget 

Item Exhibited Budget Proposed Budget 

Waste collection costs $760,000 $860,000 

Waste collection charges $1,381,518 $1,481,518 

Senior Citizens Centre Internet Not included $3,000 

Financial Assistance Grant $7,856,865 $1,571,373 

 
3. The allocation for Item 78 Wood Park toilet Construction be reduced by $50,000 (from 

$250,000 to $200,000) with the savings redirected as follows: 

4. $25,000 to the development and delivery of a professional advertising and promotional 
campaign for Pioneer Park Museum on Scenic Hill; and 

5. Exercise equipment for the Yenda community (Item 11 – Councillor Requests), 
increasing funding by $10,000 to a total of $25,000, with the increase offset by removing 
the roundabout landscaping refurbishment. 

 
For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
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Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 1. 
 
 
 
CL02 MAKING OF RATES AND CHARGES FOR THE PERIOD 1 JULY 2026 TO 30 
JUNE 2027 

26/172 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Shari Blumer and Tony O'Grady that:   

(a)    Levying of Ordinary Rates and Charges for 2026/2027 Ordinary Rates. 

(i) That Council, having adopted its Operational Plan for the year commencing 1 July 
2026 and after giving public notice in accordance with Section 532 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 of its draft Operational Plan for the year commencing 1 
July 2026 and after considering submissions concerning that Plan in accordance 
with Section 494 of the Local Government Act, 1993 hereby resolve to make and 
levy an Ordinary Rate consisting of a base amount percentage (minimum charge) 
and also an ad valorem rate for the residential, farmland and business categories 
of all rateable land in the Local Government Area as per the following differential 
rating mix per category: 

• Residential - 25% base amount / 75% ad valorem amount levied 

• Business - 10% base amount / 90% ad valorem amount levied 

• Farmland - 30% base amount / 70% ad valorem amount levied 

• Farmland - Irrigable - 20% base amount / 80% ad valorem amount levied 
 

(ii) The percentage and dollar value of the base amount payable by the making and 
levying of an ordinary rate for the residential, farmland and business categories 
is calculated to produce the following minimum base amounts of the total 
ordinary rate levy: 

• Residential - 25% base amount / $371.00 per rateable assessment 

• Business - 10% base amount / $377.00 per rateable assessment 

• Farmland - 30% base amount / $964.00 per rateable assessment 

• Farmland – Irrigable - 20% base amount / $1,047.00 per rateable 
assessment 

 
(iii) An ad valorem amount for the various rating categories, including residential, 

farmland and business categories for all rateable land within the Local 
Government Area for an ordinary rate commencing 1 July 2026 according to the 
following amounts; 

• Residential (75% ad valorem rate) resulting in a dollar value of zero point 
zero zero four nine six five zero zero ($0.00496500) cents in the dollar 
applied to the land value for all rateable lands within the residential 
category in the City based upon the land value at a base valuation date of 
1 July 2024. 

• Business (90% ad valorem rate) resulting in a dollar value of zero point 
zero zero seven two nine three zero zero ($0.00729300) cents in the dollar 
applied to the land value for all rateable lands within the business category 
in the City based upon the land value at a base valuation date of 1 July 
2024. 

• Farmland (70% ad valorem rate) resulting in a dollar value of zero point 
zero zero three one six eight zero zero ($0.00316800) cents in the dollar 
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applied to the land value for all rateable lands within the farmland category 
in the City based upon the land value at a base valuation date of 1 July 
2024. 

• Farmland – Irrigable (80% ad valorem rate) resulting in a dollar value of 
zero point zero zero three nine six one zero zero ($0.00396100) cents in 
the dollar applied to the land value for all rateable lands within the farmland 
(irrigable intensive) category in the City based upon the land value at a 
base valuation date of 1 July 2024. 

 
(b) That Council, having adopted its Operational Plan for the year commencing 

1 July 2026 and after giving public notice in accordance with Section 496(A) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 and after considering submissions concerning that Plan, 
hereby resolve to make and levy a charge of twenty five dollars ($25.00) per 
residential assessment and twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) per residential Strata 
title assessment and five dollars ($5.00) per business Strata assessment in the urban 
area for the provision of Urban Stormwater Management Services.  Business 
assessments will be charged based on property size using the below table: 

Property size Charge Capped charge 

Less than 350m2 $25 $25 

Between 350m2 and 
1ha 

$25 per 350m2 or part 
thereof 

$150 

Between 1ha and 2ha $250 

Greater than 2ha $500 

 
(c) Waste Management Charges for 2026/2027 (incorporating waste collection, landfill 

operations, maintenance and capital developments). 

(i)   That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 496 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of four 
hundred and fifty eight dollars ($458.00) for the provision of domestic waste 
management services for each residence for which the service is available within 
the City and surrounding villages. Such charge to provide for the removal on a 
once per week basis of waste contained in one 240 litre mobile garbage bin from 
each separate occupancy, whether rateable or not.    

(ii)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 496 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a domestic 
waste service charge in respect of vacant residential land an annual charge of fifty 
nine dollars ($59.00) per assessment. 

(iii)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 496 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of one 
hundred and fifty two dollars ($152.00) for the provision of domestic waste 
recycling collection services for each residence for which the service is available 
within the City and surrounding villages. Such charge to provide for the removal 
on a once per fortnight basis of recyclable waste contained in one 240 litre mobile 
garbage bin from each separate occupancy, whether rateable or not. For any new 
assessments for the service, the charge will only become effective upon the 
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commencement of the service and will be charged on a pro-rata basis.      

(iv)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of 
seven hundred and twenty eight dollars ($728.00) per requested service for the 
year commencing 1 July 2026 for the provision of waste management services for 
each non-residential property for which the service is utilised within the City. Such 
a charge to provide the removal as requested on a once per week basis of waste 
contained in one 240 litre mobile garbage bin from each separate occupancy, 
whether rateable or not.    

(v)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of one 
thousand eight hundred and forty one dollars ($1,841.00) per requested service 
for the year commencing 1 July 2026 for the provision of waste management 
services for each non-residential property for which the service is utilised within 
the City. Such charge to provide for the removal as requested on a once per week 
basis of garbage contained in a 660 litre mobile garbage bin from each 
occupancy, whether rateable or not.   

(vi) That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of 
three thousand and forty two dollars ($3,042.00) per requested service for the 
year commencing 1 July 2026 for the provision of waste management services for 
each non-residential property for which the service is utilised within the City. Such 
charge to provide for the removal as requested on a once per week basis of 
garbage contained in an 1,100 litre mobile garbage bin from each occupancy, 
whether rateable or not.   

(vii) That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a charge of two 
hundred and eighty four dollars ($284.00) for the provision of 
industrial/commercial waste recycling collection services for each requested 
service for which the service is available within the City and surrounding villages. 
Such charge to provide for the removal on a once per fortnight basis of recyclable 
waste contained in two 240 litre mobile garbage bin. For any new assessments for 
the service, the charge will only become effective upon the commencement of the 
service and will be charged on a pro-rata basis.   

(d)   Sewerage Rates and Charges for 2026/2027 

(i)   That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a residential 
sewerage charge in respect of residential land an annual charge of one thousand 
and fifty nine dollars ($1,059.00) per tenement.  

(ii)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, in 
accordance with Section 501 of the Local Government Act, 1993, a residential 
sewerage charge in respect of non-connected residential land within 75 metres of 
service, an annual charge of eight hundred and twenty five dollars ($825.00) per 
assessment.  

(iii)  That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy, the 
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following charges in relation to non-residential properties, in accordance with 
Section 535 of the Local Government Act, 1993. 

Sewerage charges for non-residential properties for the 2026/2027 year will be 
based on: 

• Water Consumption (C) 

• Sewer Discharge Factor (SDF) 

• Annual Access Charge (AC) 

• Sewerage Treatment Charge (STC) 

• Trade Waste Administration Charge (if applicable) (TWAC) 

• Trade Waste Usage Charge (if applicable) (TWUC) 

• Trade Waste Discharge Factor (if applicable) (TWDF) 
 

An annual sewer charge of one thousand nine and fifty nine dollars ($1,059.00) 
for all chargeable properties connected to the Griffith City sewer system that has 
no water meter connection and has an estimated annual usage of less than five 
hundred kilolitres per annum (<500 kL). No consumption is chargeable. (CBD 
Area - Low) 

An annual sewer charge of two thousand four hundred and eighty one dollars 
($2,481.00) for all chargeable properties connected to the Griffith City sewer 
system that has no water meter connection and has an estimated annual usage 
of greater than five hundred kilolitres but less than eleven hundred kilolitres per 
annum (>500 to <1,100 kL). No consumption is chargeable. (CBD Area - 
Medium) 

An annual sewer charge of four thousand three hundred and forty seven dollars 
($4,347.00) for all chargeable properties connected to the Griffith City sewer 
system that has no water meter connection and has an estimated annual usage 
of greater than eleven hundred kilolitres per annum (>1,100 kL). No consumption 
is chargeable. (CBD Area - High) 

An annual sewer charge of five hundred and sixty four dollars ($564.00) for all 
non-residential properties not connected to the Griffith City sewer system that 
are within 75 metres of a water meter connection. No consumption is 
chargeable. 

(iv)    Access Charges (based on meter size) 

An annual sewer access charge of five hundred and sixty four dollars ($564.00) 
for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 20mm 
connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of seven hundred and seventy one dollars 
($771.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 
25mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of one thousand two hundred and fifty seven 
dollars ($1,257.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that 
has a 32mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of one thousand nine hundred and forty four 
dollars ($1,944.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that 
has a 40mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of three thousand nine and three dollars 
($3,003.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 
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50mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of seven thousand six hundred and seventy one 
dollars ($7,671.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that 
has an 80mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of eleven thousand nine hundred and seventy 
nine dollars ($11,979.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water 
supply that has a 100mm connection. 

An annual sewer access charge of twenty six thousand eight hundred and eighty 
three dollars ($26,883.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water 
supply that has a 150mm or 200mm connection. 

A sewerage treatment charge of two dollars and fourteen cents ($2.14) per 
kilolitre.   

(v)     Annual Trade Waste Administration Charge 

An annual trade waste administration charge of one hundred and forty four 
dollars ($144.00) for Category One properties. 

An annual trade waste administration charge of two hundred and fifty five dollars 
($255.00) for Category Two properties. 

An annual trade waste administration charge of six hundred and sixty six dollars 
($666.00) for Category Three properties. 

A trade waste treatment charge of one dollar and seventy five cents ($1.75) per 
kilolitre.   

(e)    Water Charges 2026/2027 

That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 it hereby resolves to make and levy the 
following charges, in accordance with section 535 of the Local Government Act 1993: 

(i)      Access Charges 

An annual water access charge of one hundred and sixty two dollars ($162.00) 
for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 20mm 
connection. 

An annual water access charge of two hundred and forty six dollars ($246.00) for 
all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 25mm 
connection. 

An annual water access charge of three hundred and eighty seven dollars 
($387.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 
32mm connection. 

An annual water access charge of six hundred dollars ($600.00) for all land 
rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 40mm connection. 

An annual water access charge of nine hundred and twenty seven dollars 
($927.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 
50mm connection. 
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An annual water access charge of two thousand three hundred and forty three 
dollars ($2,343.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that 
has an 80mm connection. 

An annual water access charge of three thousand six hundred and sixty dollars 
($3,660.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a 
100mm connection. 

An annual water access charge of eight thousand two hundred and fourteen 
dollars ($8,214.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that 
has either a 150mm or 200mm connection. 

An annual water access charge of two hundred and forty six dollars ($246.00) for 
all land rateable to the Yenda water supply that has a dual connection (one raw 
meter and one potable meter regardless of meter size). 

An annual water access charge of one hundred and sixty two dollars ($162.00) 
for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that is within 225 metres 
of a water main and can be connected to that supply but is not connected. No 
consumption is chargeable. 

An annual water access charge of two hundred and ninety seven dollars 
($297.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that is part of 
a neighbourhood or strata title development which has a shared meter.  No 
consumption is chargeable. 

An annual water access charge of six hundred and twenty four dollars ($624.00) 
for all land rateable to the Griffith water supply that has a connection but is 
unmetered and has an estimated daily usage of less than one kilolitre per day 
(<1 kL), these being CBD (C1) properties. No consumption is chargeable. 

An annual water access charge of one thousand and eighty nine dollars 
($1,089.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith water supply that has a connection 
but is unmetered and has an estimated daily usage of more than one kilolitre but 
less than six kilolitres per day (>1 - <6 kL), these being CBD (C2) properties. No 
consumption is chargeable. 

An annual water access charge of three thousand nine hundred and seventy two 
dollars ($3,972.00) for all land rateable to the Griffith water supply that has a 
connection but is unmetered and has an estimated daily usage of more than six 
kilolitres per day (>6 kL), these being CBD (C3) properties. No consumption is 
chargeable. 

(ii)     Consumption Charges 

A water supply consumption charge of ninety one cents ($0.91) per kilolitre for all 
potable water supplied per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water 
supply up to a maximum of two hundred kilolitres (200 kL). 

A water supply consumption charge of ninety one cents ($0.91) per kilolitre for all 
potable water supplied per rateable connection to crisis accommodation centres 
as determined by council.  

A water supply consumption charge of one dollar and ninety three cents ($1.93) 
per kilolitre for all potable water supplied per rateable connection to the Griffith or 
Yenda water supply in excess of two hundred kilolitres (200 kL). 

A water supply consumption charge of fifty one cents ($0.51) per kilolitre for all 
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raw water supplied per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply. 

A water supply consumption charge of three dollars and twenty nine cents 
($3.29) per kilolitre for all potable water supplied from designated standpipes at 
Griffith and Yenda. 

A water supply consumption charge of one dollar and sixty seven cents ($1.67) 
per kilolitre for all non-potable water supplied from designated standpipes at 
Griffith and Yenda. 

The rebate for an additional one hundred kilolitres (100kL) of free water for 
publicly accessible nature strips or reserves will be available for the 2026/2027 
financial year. 

 (iii)   Backflow Charges 

An annual backflow prevention testing charge of one hundred and seventy four 
dollars ($174.00) per high risk testable backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention testing charge of eighty four dollars ($84.00) per 
medium risk testable backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of sixty three dollars ($63.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
20mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of sixty six dollars ($66.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
25mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of seventy eight dollars ($78.00) 
per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
32mm medium-risk backflow prevention device.  

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of eighty one dollars ($81.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
40mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of eighty seven dollars ($87.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
50mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of two hundred and nineteen 
dollars ($219.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply 
that has a testable 80mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of two hundred and sixty four 
dollars ($264.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply 
that has a testable 100mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of three hundred and ninety three 
dollars ($393.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply 
that has a testable 150mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of six hundred and thirty dollars 
($630.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has 
a testable 200mm medium-risk backflow prevention device. 
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An annual backflow prevention rental charge of seventy two dollars ($72.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
20mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of eighty four dollars ($84.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
25mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of ninety six dollars ($96.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
32mm high-risk backflow prevention device.  

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of ninety nine dollars ($99.00) per 
rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has a testable 
40mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of one hundred and eight dollars 
($108.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has 
a testable 50mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of two hundred and fifty five dollars 
($255.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has 
a testable 80mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of three hundred and thirty dollars 
($330.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has 
a testable 100mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of five hundred and seven dollars 
($507.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply that has 
a testable 150mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

An annual backflow prevention rental charge of nine hundred and fifty seven 
dollars ($957.00) per rateable connection to the Griffith or Yenda water supply 
that has a testable 200mm high-risk backflow prevention device. 

 (f)    Interest on Overdue Rates for 2026/2027 

That whereas the Council has adopted the Operational Plan for the period 
commencing 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027, it is determined that in pursuance of 
Section 566 of the Local Government Act, 1993 the interest rate for overdue rates 
and charges from 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 will be 9.5% per annum as advised by 
the Office of Local Government. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Christine Stead 
Councillor Jenny Ellis Councillor Anne Napoli 
Councillor Scott Groat Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 6 votes to 3. 
 
 
CL03 COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION - GRIFFITH SHED FOR MEN INC 

26/173 
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RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Christine Stead and Anne Napoli that Council 
decline the Community Grant application for Griffith Shed for Men Inc, noting that the 
application does not meet the eligibility criteria of Council’s Community Grant Program. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Anne Napoli 
Councillor Christine Stead Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Jenny Ellis Councillor Scott Groat 
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 6 votes to 3. 
 
 
CL04 ADOPTION OF THE DISABILITY INCLUSION ACTION PLAN 2026-2030 

26/174 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Shari Blumer and Laurie Testoni that Council 
adopt the final draft Disability Inclusion Action Plan. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
 
 
CL05 REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP - GRIFFITH EMPLOYMENT & CAREERS EXPO 

26/175 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Jenny Ellis and Christine Stead that Council 
support the Griffith Business Chamber Employment Expo on Friday, 30 October 2026 
through in-kind sponsorship of venue hire at Griffith Regional Sports Centre to the value of 
approximately $2,000.  

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 

9 INFORMATION REPORTS 

CL06 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION - COUNCILLOR SCOTT GROAT 
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26/176 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Scott Groat and Shari Blumer that Council note the 
report. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
 

10 ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE LANDFILL FOGO COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13 MAY 2026 

26/177 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Tony O'Grady and Christine Stead that the 
recommendations as detailed in the Minutes of the Landfill FOGO Committee meeting held 
on 13 May 2026 be adopted. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Anne Napoli  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 9 votes to 0. 
 
Councillor Napoli left the meeting at 8:05 pm and did not return. 
 
MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27 MAY 2026 

26/178 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Christine Stead and Tony O'Grady that the 
recommendations as detailed in the Minutes of the Airport Committee meeting held on 27 
May 2026 be adopted. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
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Councillor Shari Blumer  
The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 

 
MINUTES OF THE AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
28 MAY 2026 

26/179 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Laurie Testoni and Christine Stead that the 
recommendations as detailed in the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
meeting held on 28 May 2026 be adopted. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
 

11 BUSINESS WITH NOTICE – RESCISSION MOTIONS 

Nil 
 

12 BUSINESS WITH NOTICE – OTHER MOTIONS 

Nil 
 

13 OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 

 
26/180 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Jenny Ellis and Christine Stead that the report be 
noted. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
 
Councillor Dal Bon requested a final costing for the Art Gallery project. This was taken on 
Notice. 
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14 MATTERS TO BE DEALT WITH BY CLOSED COUNCIL 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2021, in the opinion of the General Manager, the following business is of a kind 
as referred to in Section 10A(2) of the Act, and should be dealt with in a part of the meeting 
closed to the media and public. 

Set out below is Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to matters 
which can be dealt with in the closed part of a meeting. 

The matters and information are the following: 

(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) 

(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer 

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business 

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 

(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the Council, or 

(iii) reveal a trade secret 

(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law 

(f) matters affecting the security of the Council, Councillors, Council staff or 
Council property 

(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from 
production in legal proceedings on the grounds of legal professional privilege 

(h) information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of 
Aboriginal significance on Community land. 

(i) alleged contraventions of any code of conduct requirements applicable under 
section 440 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

26/181 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Christine Stead and Laurie Testoni that:   

(a) Council resolve to go into closed Council to consider business identified. 

(b) Pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and 
public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is 
classified confidential under the provision of section [10A(2)] as outlined above. 

(c) The correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from 
access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  
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The division was declared PASSED by 7 votes to 0. 
 
Councillor Christine Stead left the meeting having declared a pecuniary interest, the time 
being 8:11 pm. 

Council resolved that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the items listed below, and that discussion of the report in open Council 
would be contrary to the public interest. 

CC01 MAJOR EVENT REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ASSISTANCE 

Reason: Council Business 10A(2)(c) 

CC02 CONTRACT NO 6 - 25/26 - GWRP - MEMBRANE REPLACEMENT - PLC 
UPGRADE VARIATION ORDER 

Reason: Commercial Advantage 10A(2)(d) 
   
Council closed its meeting at 8:11 pm. The public and media left the Chamber. Livestream 
was disconnected. 

REVERSION TO OPEN COUNCIL 

26/182 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Laurie Testoni and Christine Stead that Open 
Council be resumed. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
Open Council resumed at 8:34 pm. 

Livestream was reconnected. 

Upon resuming open Council the General Manager reported that the following resolutions 
had been made in Closed Council: 

MATTERS DEALT WITH IN CLOSED COUNCIL  

The event organiser attended the meeting via Zoom to answer questions. 
 
CC01 MAJOR EVENT REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ASSISTANCE 

26/183 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Jenny Ellis and Scott Groat that Council support 
the event as detailed in the report to the value of $35,000. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran Councillor Mark Dal Bon 
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Scott Groat  
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Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 6 votes to 1. 
 
Councillor Christine Stead returned to the meeting at 8.30 pm. 

CC02 CONTRACT NO 6 - 25/26 - GWRP - MEMBRANE REPLACEMENT - PLC 
UPGRADE VARIATION ORDER 

26/184 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Shari Blumer and Laurie Testoni that:   

(a) Council approve Veolia Water Technologies & Solutions Pty Ltd VO (Variation Order) 1: 
PLC hardware upgrade of $139,980.20 ex GST funded from PLC Upgrade Budget (as 
per “Financial Implication”)  

(b) Council approve Veolia Water Technologies & Solutions Pty Ltd VO (Variation Order) 2: 
PLC/SCADA modifications as required anticipated by the project in the amount of 
$144,020.80 ex GST funded from PLC Upgrade Budget funded from Membrane Project 
Contingency (as per “Financial Implication”)  

(c) The General Manager is endorsed to approve expenditure in accordance with the 
annual budget allocation. 

For Against 
Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran  
Councillor Christine Stead  
Councillor Jenny Ellis  
Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
Councillor Scott Groat  
Councillor Tony O'Grady  
Councillor Laurie Testoni  
Councillor Shari Blumer  

The division was declared PASSED by 8 votes to 0. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting terminated at 8:38 pm. 

 

Confirmed:  .......................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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Griffith City Council DA REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL01 

PROPOSAL DA 48/2026 - ELECTRICITY GENERATING WORKS – 
5MW BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) 

PROPERTY LOT 2 DP 1126055, 37 Hanwood Avenue HANWOOD 

LOCATION Hanwood 

ZONING RU1 Primary Production Griffith Local Environmental Plan 
2014 

APPLICABLE PLANNING 
INSTRUMENT 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport & 
Infrastructure) 2021 (for determination) 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT Dwelling House and Vineyard 

APPLICANT Servo Energy Pty Ltd 

OWNER Mr Steven Careri 

DIRECTORS OF COMPANY 
(IF APPLICABLE) 

Servo Energy Pty Ltd, Mr Steven Careri  

APPLICATION DATE 27 March 2026 

REASON FOR REFERRAL Submission objecting to the development 

FROM Joe Rizzo, Director Sustainable Development  

TRIM REF 26/79512 

 

 
SUMMARY 

Proposal 

This application seeks consent to develop Electricity Generating Works – 5MW Battery 
Energy Storage System. The proposed BESS and associated works consist of:  
 

• 52m x 54m fencing facility, with a 1.8-metre-high chain mesh perimeter fence around 
perimeter of facility, including a gate along the east and an emergency exit gate from the 
south boundary.  

• Landscaping along the entire perimeter of the facility, as shown on the Landscape Plan, 
directly outside the compound fence.  

• One (1) new above-ground power pole within the proposed facility, with an overhead 
connection to the existing electricity distribution network.  

• Two (2) medium voltage power stations, with a length of approximately 6.1m, width 2.5m 
and height of 2.9m  

• Four (4) battery energy storage containers positioned centrally within the facility – each 
with a length of 6.1m, width of 2.5m, and height of 2.9m.  
 

The 5MW battery energy storage system and the ancillary equipment that will occupy 
approximately 0.39 hectares of the 30.36-hectare property. 

Type of Development 

Local Development 
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Main Issues 

▪ The application has been referred to Council on the basis of one (1) submission received 
during the public notification period.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Development Application No. 48/2026 for Electricity Generating Works – 5MW 
Battery Energy Storage System at lot 2 DP 1126055, 37 Hanwood Avenue 
HANWOOD, be approved subject to draft conditions of consent. 

(b) The application be delegated to the Director Sustainable Development for the 
issue of the notice of determination. 

In accordance with the Local Government Act (section 375A - Recording of voting on 
planning matters) Council must record the Councillors’ votes in relation to this matter. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is within a rural locality of Hanwood and is surrounded by irrigated farm lots used for 
horticulture and other agricultural activities with dispersed dwellings on them. There are no 
neighbouring dwellings within a 1km radius from the subject site. The village of Hanwood is 
located 5.2km north of the subject site consisting of a small residential community, with rural 
living properties on to the east, a school, a sports ground, service club and local stores.  
 
The site is located on the south western side of Hanwood Avenue. The land has an area of 
30.1 hectares and is irregular shape with a frontage to Hanwood Avenue of 490 metres and 
has a depth of approximately 550 metres. The site currently contains a dwelling house and 
farm shed and can be accessed via a gravel driveway. The site is generally flat and planted 
to vines. 

Land located within a 6-kilometre radius of the subject site, to the southwest and west of the 
subject site accommodates established food-processing industries and poultry farming 
operations.  
 
The main local connector road, Kidman Way located to the west of the subject site, provides 
connection to the nearby properties, and to the City of Griffith located approximately 13km to 
the north.  
 
Surrounding local roads provide connectivity to adjacent rural lots and the broader road 
network. The site is within a short distance from all the available essential town services and 
amenities. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 

Figure 1 – location map.  Site is approximately 4km south east of Hanwood.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Site History 

A property file is not available for the subject site however a dwelling house and shed are 
established on the land.  Based on historic aerial mapping, it can be established that the 
development site has been used for intensive agriculture. 

Timeline of Events Pertaining to the Development Application 

Date Event 

31 March 2026 DA referred to internal staff within Council:  
- Development Engineers response received 14 April 2026 

and updated 7 July 2026,  
- Environmental Health Officers response received 26 May 

2026. 

1 April 2026 Essential Energy referral response received 22 April 2026 
providing advice. 

2 April 2026  Request for Information from Council to applicant with final 
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information requested received 1 May 2025. 

8 May 2026 8 - 22 May Notification & public exhibition of the application via 
Council’s DA tracker, notification webpage and Facebook page 
along with letters to landowners within 250m of the boundary of 
the property.  Submission received – 13 May 2026. 

2 June 2026 Submission sent to applicant for consideration.  
Response from applicant to submission received 4 June 2026.  

28 July 2026  Report presented at Ordinary Meeting of Council for 
determination. 

 

PROPOSAL IN DETAIL 

This application seeks consent to develop Electricity Generating Works, Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) as per the plans and supporting information submitted with the 
application (See Attachment B).  Specifically, it will consist of:  
 

• 52m x 54m fencing facility, with a 1.8-metre-high chain mesh perimeter fence around 
perimeter of facility, including a gate along the east and an emergency exit gate from the 
south boundary.  

• Landscaping along the entire perimeter of the facility, as shown on the Landscape Plan, 
directly outside the compound fence.  

• One (1) new above-ground power pole within the proposed facility, with an overhead 
connection to the existing electricity distribution network.  

• Two (2) medium voltage power stations, with a length of approximately 6.1m, width 2.5m 
and height of 2.9m  

• Four (4) battery energy storage containers positioned centrally within the facility – each 
with a length of 6.1m, width of 2.5m, and height of 2.9m.  

 
The 5 MW battery energy storage system and the ancillary equipment that will occupy 
approximately 0.39 hectares of the 30.36 hectare property. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 
1979 

In determining a development application, a consent authority is to take into consideration 
Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. The following 
matters are of relevance to the development the subject of the development application. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(a)(i) any environmental planning instrument 
 
Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014 
 
(a) Permissibility 
 
The proposed development is for 5MW Battery Energy Storage System and this falls under 
the definition of electricity generating works in the Dictionary of Griffith Local Environmental 
Plan 2014, which is defined as: 
 
electricity generating works means a building or place used for the purpose of— 
(a)  making or generating electricity, or 
(b)  electricity storage. 
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The site is zoned RU1 Primary Production under Griffith LEP 2014. Whilst electricity 
generating works are not otherwise permissible under the Griffith LEP 2014, clause 2.35 of 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021 defines electricity 
generating works to include electricity storage. The proposed Battery Energy Storage 
System therefore falls within the definition of electricity generating works.  Pursuant to clause 
2.36(1)(b) of the SEPP, electricity generating works may be carried out with development 
consent on land within a prescribed non-residential zone, including RU1 Primary Production 
land. The proposal is therefore permissible with development consent.  
 
(b) Aims and Objectives 
 
The proposed development has been considered with regard to the aims of Griffith Local 
Environmental Plan 2014 as set down in Part 1, clause 1.2(2) which states: 
 
(a) to prevent unnecessary urban sprawl by promoting business, industrial, rural and 

residential uses within and adjacent to existing precincts related to those uses, 
(b) to minimise land use conflict in general by creating areas of transition between different 

and potentially conflicting land uses, 
(c) to provide a variety of development options to meet the needs of the community with 

regard to housing, employment and services, 
(d) to manage and protect areas of environmental significance, 
(e) to recognise the historical development of the area and to preserve heritage items 

associated with it. 
 
The objectives for Zone RU1 Primary Production set down in the GLEP 2014 Land Use 
Table are as follows: 
 
▪ To encourage sustainable primary industry production by maintaining and enhancing the 

natural resource base. 
▪ To encourage diversity in primary industry enterprises and systems appropriate for the 

area. 
▪ To minimise the fragmentation and alienation of resource lands. 
▪ To minimise conflict between land uses within this zone and land uses within adjoining 

zones. 
▪ To permit a range of activities that support the agricultural industries being conducted on 

the land and limit development that may reduce the agricultural production potential of 
the land. 

▪ To permit tourist facilities that promote an appreciation of the rural environment and 
associated agricultural and horticultural activities, while ensuring the continued 
economic viability of the land. 

 
The proposed BESS complies with the objectives of the RU1 – Primary Production land 
zoning outlined in the Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014.  By storing energy resources, 
the BESS supports solar farms in the region. This not only helps preserve and improve the 
natural resource base but also reduces reliance on fossil fuels, in accordance with the first 
objective.  The development of the BESS will have minimal impact on the surrounding rural 
lands and can coexist with existing agricultural practices nor compromise the agricultural 
production potential of the land. 



CL01 DA 48/2026 - Electricity Generating Works – 5MW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 

 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 35 

 

 

Figure 2 - Zoning of site and surrounding lands 

State Environmental Planning Policies 
 
Resilience and Hazards 2021 
 
The land has been used for agriculture in the past and that potentially would result in some 
chemical accumulation in the soil. However, this application is not for a sensitive land use as 
outlined in the Managing Land Contamination Guidelines (DPIE 1998) or Council’s 
Contaminated Land Policy EH-CP-203.  Council’s policy defines a sensitive receptor as 
Receiving environment or sensitive receiver. This is either a use of land for residential, 
educational, recreational or childcare purposes, or for the purposes of a hospital, or land 
identified as sensitive environmental land. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(a)(ii) any draft environmental planning instrument 
 
There are no draft EPI’s which apply to the proposal. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(a)(iii) any development control plan.   
 
DCP No. 1 Non-Urban Development applies to the land.  The proposal is generally 
consistent with the development control plan provisions. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(a)(iiia) any planning agreement 
 
There are no planning agreements relative to this property 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(a)(iv) the regulations 
 
Section 4.15(1)(a)(iv) requires Council to take into consideration the provisions of clauses 
61-63 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021. No demolition or 
erection of buildings requiring fire safety measures are proposed. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(b) the likely impacts of the development 
 
The scale and nature of the proposed development will create no significant detrimental 
impact on the built and natural environment. The social and economic impact relates to the 
renewable energy approach on a national level and in general promotes capital investment 
in rural areas, increased landowner income and increased energy reliability with positive 
social impacts.  
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SECTION 4.15 (1)(c) the suitability of the site 
 
The subject site is zoned RU1 Primary Production and the permissibility of the development 
under Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014 provides a broad indication that the site is 
suitable for the proposed development. 
 
Based on the assessment under this and other sections within this report it is considered 
that the site is suitable for the proposed development. 
 
SECTION 4.15 (1)(d) any submissions made in accordance with the Act or the 
Regulations 
 
The provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 and Community Participation Plan set down 
consultation, concurrence and advertising requirements for specific types of development 
applications and taking into consideration any submissions received in response to the 
notification process. 
 
In addition to the statutory referral process identified earlier in this report, the notification of 
the development included the following: 
 

Notification Description Required Submission Period 

Publication in Council Catchup and on Facebook Yes 6 May 2026 – 22 May 2026  

Letters to Neighbours Yes 6 May 2026 – 22 May 2026 

 
As a result of the public participation process, Council received one (1) submission in 
response to the notification and referral of the development application. The details of the 
submission, which Council has taken into consideration in accordance with section 
4.15(1)(d) are as follows: 
 

Issues; Applicant Response; Council Assessment 
 

Issue 1:  Liquid components associated with BESS 
 
Applicant Response: 
 
The Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility uses limited liquid components as it is 
associated with electrical infrastructure only. The BESS utilises an integrated liquid cooling 
thermal management system to maintain optimal operating temperatures of the battery 
modules within safe and efficient performance limits. This system circulates the coolants 
within the internal components to regulate heat dissipation, with no contact with the external 
environment. Under normal circumstances there is no routine discharge, consumption, or 
release of cooling fluid from the batteries. 
 
Council Assessment: 
 
While the BESS utilises a closed-loop liquid cooling system with no routine discharge.  Small 
volumes of coolant are present within the system. Although risks under normal operation are 
low, potential impacts in the event of system failure, leakage, or fire must be appropriately 
managed. Subject to conditions requiring containment, spill management, and emergency 
response measures, the proposal is considered acceptable from a liquid handling and 
environmental risk perspective. 
 

Issue 2: Management of any potential discharge 
 
Applicant Response: 
 



CL01 DA 48/2026 - Electricity Generating Works – 5MW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 

 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 37 

 

The BESS is engineered as a sealed and pressurised closed-loop circuit, incorporating 
industrial-grade fittings, welded or sealed pipework connections, and multiple layers of 
integrity protection. These include real-time pressure monitoring, temperature sensors, and 
leak detection systems integrated into the Battery Management System (BMS), enabling 
automatic shutdown if required. In an unusual circumstance if/when internal leak occurs, 
additional measures such as drip trays and secondary containment prevent any leaks from 
escaping the battery enclosure. 
 
To complement the above, the following is found in the SEPP RH assessment done by 
RiskCon submitted in support of this application –  
 

• The battery chemistry of the proposed BESS unit is lithium-ion phosphate (LiFePO4, or 
simply LFP), which is considered one of the safest battery chemistries in the industry.  

• Additional testing for shock and damage to batteries (through tests such as a nail 
puncture test) shows that LFP batteries punctured through membranes do not result in 
ignition of the battery. This demonstrates that the battery chemistry is protected against 
shock damage. 

• The BESS shall also be equipped with a Battery Management System (BMS), which 
monitors the operating status in real time and alerts if a fault is detected. Independent to 
this is a Fire Alarm Control Panel. 

• A review of the facility’s operations indicates that there are no processes that would 
result in the manufacture, production, or transfer of materials in a form that may release 
of bulk materials at the site. 

 
As all coolants are internally contained and recirculated, we submit that the system does not 
generate any regular discharges/transfers containing “harmful toxins” or pose significant risk 
to surface water, groundwater, or the surrounding environment. It is also submitted in the 
SEE report that the facility will be intermittently maintained during its operational phase.  
 
“…intermittent general maintenance, which will include two light vehicles (4 trips) attending 
the site every fortnight. The facility does not include storage of any dangerous goods on site.  
The site will be remotely monitored in real time, and local contractors would be rapidly 
deployed to deal with any fault or other matter, which provides the added benefit of local jobs 
for the local community.”  
 
Therefore, if/when there is a fault in the system or a potential leak, which is highly unlikely, it 
will be resolved in suitable time to avoid any consequential impact on site or surrounds. 
 
Council Assessment: 
 
The proposed BESS is designed as a closed-loop system with multiple monitoring and 
protection measures, and no routine discharge of liquids is anticipated. The assessment 
focuses on the management of potential discharges under fault or emergency conditions. 
The report identifies monitoring and containment measures. Subject to appropriate 
conditions requiring secondary containment and spill management, the proposal is 
considered acceptable with respect to potential discharge management. 
 

Issue 3: Drainage Management 
 
Applicant Response: 
 
To address concerns related to water drainage system and runoff from site to the 
neighbouring property, we refer to the Stormwater Management Plan submitted in support of 
this proposal. It is prepared to model the post development flows and potential impact on 
existing stormwater quality as a result of the proposed BESS. The Hydraulic Assessment 
results in the SWMP report conclude the following –  
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“…there is no increase in peak flows between the pre- and post-development conditions. 
Accordingly, it is not proposed to provide any detention for peak flow mitigation.”  
The following is concluded with respect to water quality on and around the site –  
 

• Peak discharge rates from the proposed development are similar to pre-development 
rates, hence avoid any detrimental downstream impacts.  

• Runoff from the hardstand area shall be treated appropriately by sheet flowing over 
grass areas acting as buffer strips prior to discharge offsite.  

• Overall, due to rural nature of the site and minimal increase in hardstand area, the 
proposed development will not impact the stormwater quality, and the existing conditions 
will prevail.  

 
Based on the above, any potential runoff from the site will be effectively managed onsite 
through permeable grassed areas that allow infiltration prior to offsite discharge. Considering 
the absence of any wastewater or chemical discharge, and the sealed and contained nature 
of battery systems, it is unlikely that the development will result in any contamination of soil, 
surface water, groundwater, or downstream agricultural land.  
 
Council Assessment: 
 
Council acknowledges that the submitted Stormwater Management Plan demonstrates no 
increase in peak discharge and proposes the use of grassed areas to facilitate infiltration 
and water quality treatment, noting that grass coverage can be variable pending the 
seasonal conditions.   
 
The development is of a relatively small scale with limited additional impervious area, and no 
routine discharge of contaminants is proposed. However, Council’s assessment also 
considers potential stormwater quality impacts under abnormal or emergency conditions. 
While these risks are low, reliance solely on passive infiltration measures may not be 
sufficient to manage any contaminated runoff.  Subject to conditions requiring appropriate 
containment of potential pollutants, the proposal is considered acceptable with respect to 
drainage management. 

 

Issue 4: Potential fire and explosion hazard 
 
Applicant Response: 
 
As identified in the SEPP-RH study and the SEE report, the BESS chemistry and integrated 
fire safety systems are designed to prevent off-site impacts and minimise the risk of incident 
propagation. The proposal will also be developed in accordance with RFS requirements to 
effectively address potential fire risks.  
 
Council Assessment: 
 
The proposed BESS utilises LFP battery chemistry and incorporates integrated fire detection 
and safety systems, which reduce the likelihood of fire and explosion incidents. The proposal 
is also supported by a SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) assessment and will be designed in 
accordance with NSW Rural Fire Service requirements. Notwithstanding this, the potential 
risk of a fire or explosion event, including off-site impacts is considered low, however is not 
negligible. Subject to conditions ensuring appropriate fire safety design, and emergency 
management measures, the proposal is considered acceptable with respect to fire and 
explosion hazard. 
 

Issue 5: Toxic gas emission or chemical releases 
 
Applicant Response: 
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Under normal operating conditions, the BESS facility is highly unlikely to produce or release 
any gas or chemical substances. The SEPP-RH study also confirms that the facility is 
unlikely to generate any potential odour or environmental impact on site.  
 
 
Council Assessment: 
 
Under normal operating conditions, the proposed BESS is unlikely to emit gases or release 
chemical substances, as supported by the SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) assessment. The 
use of LFP battery chemistry further reduces the likelihood of such emissions. There is still 
the potential for gas release under abnormal or emergency conditions, such as battery 
failure or fire.  The likelihood of such events is considered low, however is not negligible.  
Subject to conditions ensuring appropriate emergency management plan, the proposal is 
considered acceptable with respect to toxic gas emissions and chemical release. 
 

Issue 6: Risk of electric shock 
 
Applicant Response: 
 
The BESS infrastructure is situated at a distance of 50 metres from the property boundary 
and is enclosed by a perimeter fence and landscape screen. Therefore, the likelihood of 
electric shock risk to an individual is extremely low.  
 
Council Assessment: 
 
Council acknowledges that the proposed BESS infrastructure is setback from property 
boundaries and enclosed within a secure fenced area, which substantially reduces the 
likelihood of public access and associated electric shock risk.  Subject to the development 
providing appropriate security measures and compliance with relevant electrical standards, 
the proposal is considered acceptable with respect to electric shock risk. 
 

Issue 7: Excessive Noise disturbance 
 
Applicant Response: 
 
An Acoustic Assessment by Acoustic Dynamics is submitted in support of this application. It 
is concluded that noise emission resulting from the operation of the proposed development 
is predicted to comply with the relevant noise emission criteria of Griffith City Council, and 
the NSW EPA when assessed at the nearest sensitive receivers. Therefore, it is considered, 
acoustic risks associated with the proposal can be adequately controlled and the amenity of 
neighbouring properties and residents can be satisfactorily protected.  
 
Council Assessment: 
 
The submitted Acoustic Assessment demonstrates that the proposed BESS is predicted to 
comply with relevant noise criteria at the nearest sensitive receivers. The development 
benefits from separation distances on 1.4km to the nearest non related dwelling and a rural 
setting, which reduces the likelihood of significant adverse noise impacts.  The assessment 
is based on predicted modelling and that operational noise, particularly tonal or low-
frequency noise associated with BESS infrastructure which may vary over time.  
 
In addition, the construction works will generate noise particularly during the day over the 
installation period of the BESS units.  
 
Subject to conditions requiring verification of compliance and ongoing noise management, 
the proposal is considered acceptable with respect to noise impacts. 
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SECTION 4.15 (1)(e) the public interest 

The provisions of section 4.15(1)(e) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 provides an overarching requirement to take into account the public interest. It is 
considered that the public interest is best served by the consistent application of the 
requirements of the relevant Commonwealth and State government legislation, 
environmental planning instruments, development control plan, Council policy, and by 
Council ensuring that any adverse effects on the surrounding area and the environmental 
are avoided.   

On the basis that the proposed development is considered to be consistent with the aims 
and objectives of Griffith Land Use Strategy: Beyond 2030; Griffith Local Environmental Plan 
2014 and other relevant environmental planning instruments, development control plans or 
policies; and Land and Environment Court Planning Principles, it is therefore unlikely to raise 
any issues that are contrary to the public interest. 

OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Refusal to grant consent to the development application subject to reasons provided by 
Council.  
 
OPTION 3  
 
Any other resolution of Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

There are no reasonably anticipated adverse financial implications  
 
Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Where an applicant is dissatisfied with a development determination, they may lodge an 
appeal with the Land & Environment Court. Further, an objector may lodge an appeal where 
they believe the determining authority has not followed due process under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act / Regulations, in assessing an application. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
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REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council has undertaken notification of this development application in accordance with the 
adopted Community Participation Plan. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 8.3 Promote business and industry 
participation in clean and renewable energy initiatives.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team, Director Sustainable Development, Planning & Environment 
Manager, Development & Traffic Coordinator, Development Assessment Staff and the 
community through notification of the application. 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Attachment A - DA 48/2026(1) - Draft Notice of Determination - 37 Hanwood 
Avenue, Hanwood (under separate cover)   

 

(b) Attachment B - DA 48/2026(1) - Application Documents - 37 Hanwood 
Avenue, Hanwood (under separate cover)   

 

(c) Attachment C - DA 48/2026(1) - Submission – 37 Hanwood Avenue, 
Hanwood (under separate cover)   

 

(d) Attachment D - DA 48/2026 (1) - Response to Submission - 37 Hanwood 
Avenue, Hanwood (under separate cover)   

 

(e) Attachment E - DA 48/2026(1) – Development Assessment Report - 37 
Hanwood Avenue, Hanwood (under separate cover)   

 

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34372_1.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34372_2.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34372_3.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34372_4.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34372_5.PDF
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL02 
 
TITLE Sustainable Communities Program - Business and Industry Round 
 
FROM Matthew Hansen, Director Business, Cultural & Financial Services  
 
TRIM REF 26/81869 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report proposes two (2) applications for funding under Sustainable Communities – 
Business and Industry Round. 
 
The report seeks: 

• Council approval to lodge the applications,  

• commitment of the required co-contributions, and 

• a priority ranking for each project. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council approve the lodgement of the following applications for funding under the 
Sustainable Communities – Business and Industry Round. 

(a) Business Capability and Growth Hub - $236,000, with a co-contribution of $94,060 
funded from general revenue. 

(b) Event Space Activation – Community Gardens - $1,578,860, with a co-contribution 
of $551,000 funded from s7.12 developer contributions. 

(c) Council to rank the applications in the following order: 

 1. Community Gardens 
 2. Business Capability and Growth Hub 

REPORT 

Background 
 
The NSW Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) is a $160 million initiative supporting 
regional NSW communities affected by water recovery under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. 
The Business and Industry Round makes $50 million available to help businesses and 
industry improve sustainability, retain and create local jobs, and deliver lasting economic 
growth in NSW Basin communities exposed to the Australian Government's Voluntary Water 
Purchase Program (450 GL). 
 
Eligible projects include initiatives that sustain/strengthen local businesses and jobs, 
increase economic activity through innovation and productivity, support value-adding or 
diversification, and enable new/emerging industries — excluding irrigation infrastructure or 
water entitlement purchases. 

Unlike the previous rounds which were associated with infrastructure programs, this round is 
targeted at industry, business and investment with a direct link to economic growth and job 
creation. 
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Grant amount: $100,000–$5,000,000.  
Closing date: 3 August 2026 
Co-contribution: Local government must contribute a minimum 25% of total project cost. 
 
The short period between the Council meeting on 28 July and the closing date of 3 August 
required staff to complete these applications prior to confirmation by Council.  
 
Applications 
 
Two applications: 
 

1. Business Capability & Growth Hub – Griffith CBD 
2. Event Space Activation – Griffith Community Gardens 

 
Business Capability & Growth Hub – Griffith CBD 
 
Amount: $236,000 
Co-contribution: $94,060 
Co-contribution source: General Revenue, incorporating existing staff salaries 
 
Scope: The Griffith Business Capability & Growth Hub establishes a dedicated business 
support presence within an existing Griffith CBD co-working facility.  

A Business Concierge Officer coordinates program delivery and business engagement 
activities. The project delivers specialist one-on-one business improvement support including 
process discovery, operational reviews, business health checks, workforce planning, quality 
assurance, government procurement readiness, and strategic growth planning. Group 
workshops cover business management, financial management, and procurement topics.  

Operating for 12 months, the Hub provides local businesses with improved access to 
advisory services, capability development and growth opportunities to enhance productivity,  

Event Space Activation – Community Gardens 
 
Amount: $1,578,860 
Co-contribution: $551,000 
Co-contribution source: s7.12 developer contributions 

Scope: This project will activate the Griffith Community Gardens outdoor stage as a 
regionally significant events precinct, delivering the supporting infrastructure needed to host 
larger, safer and commercially viable events.  

Works include perimeter fencing, power infrastructure, site lighting, emergency and service 
vehicle access, an expanded spectator viewing area, shade structures and vendor servicing 
infrastructure. The upgrade will increase venue capacity and utilisation, support community, 
cultural, multicultural and ticketed events, and strengthen Griffith's reputation as a regional 
events and tourism destination, at a total estimated project cost of $2,129,860. 

The works include removing the western amphitheatre wall, as advised to Council in 
response to a Question on Notice at the Council meeting on 14 October 2026 

Note: Council has lodged grant application for this project under the Active Communities 
program. The application is still under assessment. This application under Sustainable 
Communities is likely to have a better chance of success.  

Action required 

Council is requested to consider each application for submission, considering the nature of 
the project and the co-contribution required. 
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If Council wishes to submit the applications, it is required to confirm the co-contributions by 
resolution. 

If Council wishes to submit more than one application, the funding program requires Council 
to rank these in priority order. This ranking does not guarantee that the funding body will 
fund these projects in order – it is only a guide. 

OPTIONS 

Council may choose to lodge all, none or some of the applications provided. However, the 
limited timeframe does not allow for an application outside the ones listed to be scoped up 
and developed for submission. 
 
While this round is specifically targeted at business and industry, Council is not aware of any 
local business proposing to lodge an application under this program. If there were particular 
projects or programs proposed to be submitted by local businesses that Council thought 
worth supporting, it could choose not to submit an application and instead support those 
applications. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The applications comply with Council Policy FS-CP-605 Incoming Grants and Sponsorship. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council is required to confirm its minimum 25% co-contribution before lodging any 
application. These co-contributions are available and sustainable. 
 
Any grant-funded project exposes Council to the risk of budget over-spend and this will need 
to be managed carefully by staff through its project management framework. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

They may be reputational risk associated with not lodging applications under this program. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council will need to consider its capacity to deliver each of these projects, noting the 
timeframes for delivery extend to May 2029. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Short term interruption of services or operations. Limited impact 
to staff and service standards. Short term contractor performance affected. 
 

https://gnet.griffith.nsw.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/cm-documents/fs-cp-605-incoming-grants-sponsorship-public-policy-bcf-directorate.pdf
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WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.2 Maximise opportunities to secure external 
funding for partnerships, projects and programs. 

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL03 
 
TITLE Regional Airport Program - Round 5 
 
FROM Joe Rizzo, Director Sustainable Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/86442 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to provide the required co-
contribution, should Council’s application submitted under the Regional Airports Program – 
Round 5 be successful. 
 
The proposed project will automate key security gates throughout Griffith Regional Airport, 
improving the management of controlled airside access for authorised users while reducing 
manual intervention by airport staff. 
 
The total estimated project cost is $262,123 excluding GST. 
 
The Regional Airports Program is expected to fund 50% of eligible project costs, with 
Council contributing the remaining $131,061. 
 
The funding application closes 28 July 2026.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Endorse Griffith City Council providing the required co-contribution for 
automation of security gates at Griffith Regional Airport should the application 
submitted under Regional Airports Program – Round 5 be successful. 

(b) Authorise the General Manager to execute any documentation required to accept 
the funding and deliver the project should the application be successful. 

REPORT 

Applications have opened for Round 5 of the Regional Airports Program, which provides 
funding to improve the safety, accessibility and climate resilience of airports and aerodromes 
in regional areas of Australia. 
 
Griffith City Council has prepared an application seeking funding to automate security gates 
at Griffith Regional Airport. The proposed project will automate key security gates throughout 
Griffith Regional Airport, improving the management of controlled airside access for 
authorised users while reducing manual intervention by airport staff. 
 
The project aligns with Council's ongoing commitment to improving airport infrastructure, 
operational efficiency and compliance with aviation security requirements. Automation of the 
airport's security gates will also support future operational growth and reduce the risk 
associated with gates being inadvertently left unsecured. 
 
The Regional Airports Program provides grant funding on the basis that applicants contribute 
a proportion of the project costs. 
 
Council's contribution will only be required if the funding application is successful. 
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The closing date for the Regional Airports Program Round 5 coincides with the date of this 
Council Meeting. As a result, there is insufficient time to obtain a Council resolution 
authorising the submission of the application prior to the funding deadline. To avoid missing 
this opportunity, the application will be submitted before the Council meeting, subject to 
confirmation of Council’s commitment to provide the required co-contribution if the 
application is successful. 
 
OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Any other resolution as determined by Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The applications comply with Council Policy FS-CP-605 Incoming Grants and Sponsorship. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The total estimated project cost is $262,123 excluding GST. 
 
The Regional Airports Program is expected to fund 50% of eligible project costs, with 
Council contributing the remaining $131,061. 
 
Should the application be unsuccessful, Council will not incur any expenditure associated 
with the project. 
 
If successful, it is proposed that Council's co-contribution be funded initially from the General 
Fund, with the cost subsequently recouped through revenue generated by the airport's paid 
parking operations. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 

https://gnet.griffith.nsw.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/cm-documents/fs-cp-605-incoming-grants-sponsorship-public-policy-bcf-directorate.pdf
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LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 6.2 Maintain and develop an effective 
transport network (airport, public roads, pathways, pedestrian accesses and transport 
corridors) for Griffith and villages.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL04 
 
TITLE Application to 2026 NSWRL Infrastructure Investment Fund  
 
FROM Phil King, Director Infrastructure and Operations  
 
TRIM REF 26/88677 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report proposes one (1) application for funding to the 2026 NSWRL (NSW Rugby 
League) Infrastructure Investment Fund. 
 
The report seeks: 
• Council endorsement to lodge the application, and 
• Commitment of the required co-contribution. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Council endorse the lodgement of an application for funding to the 2026 NSWRL 
Infrastructure Investment Fund. 

(b) If successful, Council support the application with 50% Co-contribution made 
through a budget adjustment at the quarterly review depending on elements that 
are funded. 

REPORT 

The Infrastructure Investment Fund is a fantastic opportunity for clubs to make real 
improvements to their training and competitive environment for players, coaches, referees 
and volunteers. NSWRL encourages clubs to read the guidelines and, if eligible, apply for 
funding by following the process contained within this document.  
 
The Infrastructure Investment Fund will provide financial assistance for all eligible Rugby 
League clubs, associations and local councils, across the state, with the aim of supporting 
the upgrade and improvement of rugby league facilities and infrastructure. 
 
During the 2026/27 Griffith City Council Budget public exhibition, a submission was received 
from Waratah Tigers Junior Rugby League Club for a Public Address system to be installed 
at Jubilee Oval, Griffith. It is proposed to make the application to the Infrastructure 
Investment Fund for both the Public Address System and the installation of additional lights 
on the field with automatic switches linked to Council’s Bookable System. The number of 
lights will be dependent upon the quotes obtained, although it is hoped to maximise the grant 
opportunity of $150,000 maximum application for the 2026 round. 
 
The proposed application will be completed in partnership with Waratah Tigers Junior Rugby 
League Club and meets the eligibility requirements for the fund.   
 
It is expected that the grant application will include: 
 
Public Address   $    8,000 
Lighting upgrade   $  50,000  installation 
     $230,000  supply of lights & poles (estimate) 
Automatic switching   $   12,000 
TOTAL    $300,000 
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Proposed Total Grant Application  $150,000 

50% Co Contribution   $150,000 

 
Closing date: Wednesday 29 July at 2pm 2026. 

 
The short period between the Council meeting on 28 July 2026 and the closing date of 29 
July 2026 required staff to complete these applications prior to confirmation by Council. 

 
OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Any other resolution as determined by Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The applications comply with Council Policy FS-CP-605 Incoming Grants and Sponsorship. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council is required to confirm its minimum 50% co-contribution as part of the application. 
These co-contributions are currently not available and would require a quarterly budget 
adjustment if the grant was successful. 
 
Any grant-funded project exposes Council to the risk of budget over-spend and this will need 
to be managed carefully by staff through its project management framework. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The proposed upgrades do not require Development application approval and are deemed 
permissible within the State Environmental Planning Policy (transport and Infrastructure) 
2021. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Suitable steps will be taken to ensure that the electrical installations are bird proof.  The 
lighting designs will be completed to minimise light spill from Jubilee Oval. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

There is an excellent opportunity for Council to show its support for Junior Rugby League 
and enhance the Jubilee Oval facilities to build additional capacity. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
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SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council has delivered sports ground lighting upgrades recently and has good experience 
with these types of installations. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Short term interruption of services or operations. Limited impact 
to staff and service standards. Short term contractor performance affected. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The majority of the works will be completed by suitably qualified contractors. 
 
Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.7 Provide a range of sporting and 
recreational facilities and events.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

Waratahs Junior Rugby League Club 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) NSWRL Infrastructure Investment Fund Guidelines ⇩  52 

(b) Submission from Waratahs Junior Rugby League Club ⇩  60 

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34468_1.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34468_2.PDF
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL05 
 
TITLE Renewal of Lease Agreement - St Vincent's Private Hospitals Ltd - 41-45 

Animoo Avenue, Griffith 
 
FROM Joe Rizzo, Director Sustainable Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/86506 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Griffith City Council has received a request from St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital 
(SVPCH) for the renewal of its existing lease. 
 
SVPCH is seeking a further lease term of five (5) years, together with an option to renew for 
an additional five (5) years. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Council enters into a lease agreement with St Vincent’s Private Hospitals over Lot 
1 DP 1043580, 41-45 Animoo Avenue, Griffith for a term of 5 years, commencing 1 
October 2026, with a further option of 5 years. 

(b) Each party is responsible to pay their own legal costs and other associated 
charges in relation to the preparation of the lease agreement. The lessee will be 
responsible to pay Council’s administration fee in accordance with Council’s 
adopted Revenue Policy. 

(c) The annual lease fee payable by St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital 
(SVPCH) is a nominal rental of $1.00 per annum. 
 
SVPCH is required to make a Sinking Fund Contribution of $65,000 plus GST per 
annum, plus CPI for the term of the new agreement until the balance of the 
Sinking Fund reaches $500,000. 
 

(d) Council authorise the Mayor and General Manager to execute the lease 
agreement on behalf of Council under the Common Seal.  

 

REPORT 

The current lease with SVPCH has expired.  

Griffith City Council has received a request from St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital 
(SVPCH) for the renewal of its existing lease. The tenant is seeking a further lease term of 
five (5) years, with an option to renew for an additional five (5) years. 

The proposed renewal will provide ongoing tenure certainty for SVPCH and will support the 
continued delivery of vital healthcare services to the Griffith community and surrounding 
region.  

Accordingly, it is recommended that Council approve the renewal of the lease for a term of 5 
years with a further 5-year option.  
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OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation.  
 
OPTION 2  
 
As otherwise determined by Council.  
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no adverse policy implications associated with the proposed lease renewal. The 
renewal is consistent with Council’s property management objectives and supports the 
ongoing provision of health services to the community. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The annual lease fee payable by St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital (SVPCH) is a 
nominal rental of $1.00 per annum. 
 
SVPCH is required to make a Sinking Fund Contribution of $65,000 plus GST per annum 
plus CPI, payable on the first anniversary of the commencement date and thereafter on each 
anniversary of the commencement date until the balance of the Sinking Fund reaches 
$500,000. 
 
The Sinking Fund applies to both the Private Hospital Lease and the Accommodation Facility 
Lease and is intended to provide funding for future capital maintenance, repair and 
replacement works associated with the facilities. 
 
Griffith City Council is responsible to pay for ordinary rates in relation to the property. 
SVPCH is responsible for the payment of council water charges. 
 
The proposed lease renewal presents minimal financial risk to Council, as the ongoing 
Sinking Fund contributions assist in mitigating future asset maintenance liabilities and 
support the long-term sustainability of the facilities. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The proposed renewal presents a low legal and statutory risk to Council, as it continues an 
existing tenancy arrangement and facilitates the ongoing provision of healthcare services to 
the community. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor policy or regulatory breach resolved through amended 
practices. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The expired lease contained provisions relating to the construction and establishment of the 
hospital. The proposed lease renewal is limited to the continued occupation and operation of 
the existing hospital facilities by SVPCH. As no new development or change in land use is 
proposed, there are no significant environmental implications and the associated 
environmental risk to Council is considered low. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
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REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The proposed lease renewal will support the continued operation of St Vincent’s Private 
Community Hospital (SVPCH), which provides important healthcare services to the Griffith 
community and surrounding region. 
 
Renewing the lease demonstrates Council’s commitment to supporting essential community 
infrastructure and maintaining established healthcare facilities for residents. As the proposal 
relates solely to the continuation of an existing tenancy arrangement, no adverse community 
impacts are anticipated. 
 
Overall, the proposed lease renewal supports the continued delivery of healthcare services 
to the community. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The proposed lease renewal supports the ongoing delivery of a vital community service and 
contributes positively to community wellbeing and access to healthcare services. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

There are no significant WHS or human resource implications associated with the proposed 
lease renewal. 
 
Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 6.1 Provide, renew and maintain a range of 
quality infrastructure, assets, services and facilities.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Letter from St Vincent's - Lease Renewal - 41-45 Animoo Avenue, Griffith ⇩ 

 

64 

(b) Location Map - St Vincent's Hospital ⇩  65 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL06 
 
TITLE Local Government NSW Annual Conference November 2026 
 
FROM Scott Grant, General Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/79829 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report seeks Council approval to nominate delegate(s) to attend the 2026 Local 
Government NSW (LGNSW) Annual Conference to be held at WIN Sports & Entertainment 
Centres, Wollongong from Sunday 22 November 2026 to Tuesday 24 November 2026 and 
call for any motions for inclusion in the Conference business paper. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) The Mayor, two Councillors, being Councillors ………………. and ……………… 
and the General Manager (or his delegate) attend the 2026 Local Government 
NSW Annual Conference to be held at WIN Sports & Entertainment Centres, 
Wollongong from Sunday 22 to Tuesday 24 November 2026. 

(b) Expenses for attendance at the 2026 Local Government NSW Annual Conference 
be paid in accordance with Council policy. 

(c) Council determine any motion(s) for inclusion in the Conference business paper 
such that they can be lodged with LGNSW by the deadline being Wednesday 30 
September 2026. These draft motions are to be submitted to the General Manager 
by Friday 4 September 2026 to enable them to be reported to Council and 
endorsed. 

(d) Council confirm the three voting delegates at the LGNSW Conference to be the 
Mayor, Councillor ………………………. and Councillor ………………………. . 

 

REPORT 

The 2026 LGNSW Annual Conference will be held from Sunday 22 to Tuesday 24 
November 2026 at the WIN Sports & Entertainment Centres, Wollongong. Attachment (a) is 
a copy of the draft Program. 
 
The conference is the pre-eminent policy making event for the Local Government sector. 
Delegates will vote on motions which help determine the policies and priorities for LGNSW 
and the sector. It is a key event for Local Government where Councillors come together to 
share ideas and debate issues that shape the way the sector functions and is governed. 
 
For Council to participate fully in the conference, it is recommended that Council register 
attendees, nominate voting delegates and submit motions for debate within the timeframes 
specified in this report.  
 
Council is invited to submit motions for possible debate at the conference to advance the 
sector wide policy agenda. Motions are strategic local government issues which affect 
members state-wide and introduce new or emerging policy issues and actions. 
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LGNSW has requested that motions for inclusion in the business paper for the Conference 
be submitted by Wednesday 30 September 2026. 
 
Registrations for the Conference close 30 October 2026. 
 
This report recommends that current Councillor names be registered to take advantage of 
the ‘Early Bird’ Registration discount with the offer ending 30 September 2026. 
 

OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Council not be represented at the 2026 Local Government NSW Annual Conference. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy (GOV-CP-407). 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Member Early Bird Registration - $1,315.50 (Inc. GST) 
 
Member Standard Registration - $1,627.50 (Inc. GST) 
     
Plus travel, meals and accommodation. Below is a list of optional extras for conference 
delegates.  

• Conference Dinner – $245 (Inc. GST) 

• ALGWA Breakfast (members only) – TBC 

• Should cancellation of registration be required, an admin fee of $350 per person is 
payable by 30 October 2026. 

 
 
COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not Applicable 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not Applicable 
 
REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not Applicable 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not Applicable 
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WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not Applicable 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.1 Develop and maintain partnerships with 
community, government and non-government agencies to benefit our community.  
 

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) 2026 Annual Conference Program (under separate cover)    
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL07 
 
TITLE Review of Council's Agency Information Guide 2026 
 
FROM Shireen Donaldson, Director Economic & Organisational Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/35980 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) requires that Council 
must review and adopt a new Agency Information Guide at intervals of not more than 12 
months.   
 
The purpose of this report is to endorse amendments made to Council's Agency Information 
Guide as per the requirements of the GIPA Act. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council adopt the revised Agency Information Guide 2025 as per the requirements of 
the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.  

REPORT 

The GIPA Act requires that Council must have an Agency Information Guide which 
describes Council’s structure, functions, how those functions affect the public, ways in which 
the public can participate in Council policy and the exercise of its functions, the type of 
information held and how it is made publicly available. Council’s Agency Information Guide 
promotes the object of the GIPA Act by opening government information to the public and 
encouraging public participation in Council’s decision-making and functions.  
 
The GIPA Act requires that Council must review and adopt a new Agency Information Guide 
at intervals of not more than 12 months. A review of Council’s Information Guide (last 
adopted 22 April 2025) has been carried out taking into consideration feedback from staff, 
members of the public and the Information Privacy Commissioner.   
 
The Information Privacy Commissioner (IPC) has been notified of the proposed amendments 
to the Information Guide in accordance with the GIPA Act. Council’s draft Agency 
Information Guide (Attachment A) has been assessed against the requirements of the 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act), and Information Access 
Guideline 6 – Agency Information Guides published by the Information and Privacy 
Commission.  
 
The feedback provided by the Information Privacy Commissioner is attached (Attachment B). 
The draft Information Guide has been updated to highlight changes, with new text shown in 
red and deletions indicated by strikethrough. Additional comments have been incorporated 
into the draft in line with the IPC’s feedback, and hyperlinks have been revised accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/information-access-guideline-6
https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/information-access-guideline-6
https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/information-access-guideline-6
https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/information-access-guideline-6
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OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 

As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 

Should Council wish to make any further changes to the draft attached document, Council is 
required to notify the Information Privacy Commissioner before adoption of the Information 
Guide. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Related documents include: 

• Access to Information Policy GOV-CP-605 

• Privacy Policy GOV-CP-602 

• Privacy Management Plan 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 – Part 3 Division 2 Agency Information 
Guides 

• Section 20 - Agencies must have agency information guide 

• Section 21 - Adoption and review of agency information guide 

• Section 22 - Role of Information Commissioner.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The community expects Council to be open, transparent and accountable and to proactively 
make available and release information. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

 

 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2009/52/part3/div2
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2009/52/part3/div2
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LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of risk management, strategic planning, policies, procedures and service 
standards to enhance accountability, resilience and informed decision making.  

 
CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

Information Privacy Commission 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Draft Agency Information Guide - 2026 (under separate cover)    

(b) Information Privacy Commissioner Review (under separate cover)    

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_32897_1.PDF
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL08 
 
TITLE Review of Privacy Management Policy and Plan 
 
FROM Shireen Donaldson, Director Economic & Organisational Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/35844 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Griffith City Council is committed to embedding privacy best practice into all business 
practices and decision making. Whilst the main objective of Council’s Privacy Management   
Policy and Privacy Management Plan is to enshrine best practice in everything we do, these 
documents also aims to ensure Council’s compliance with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act) and Health Records and Information Privacy Act 
2002 (HRIP Act).  
 
Council has recently reviewed its Privacy Management Policy and Plan for endorsement to 
go on public exhibition and adoption. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Council endorse the Privacy Management Policy and draft Privacy Management 
Plan and place the documents on exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

(b) Should any submissions be received, a report be provided to Council. 

(c) Should no submissions be received, the Privacy Management Policy and draft 
Privacy Management Plan be considered adopted as at the end date of the public 
exhibition period. 

REPORT 

The purpose of Council’s Privacy Management Policy and Plan is to outline how Griffith City 
Council manages personal and health information in accordance with NSW privacy laws.  
 
Council’s Privacy Management Policy has been reviewed with no changes required. The  
Privacy Management Plan has been comprehensively reviewed with a view to making the 
document more user friendly and easier to understand. Both documents are presented for 
endorsement by Council to be placed on public exhibition. 
 
Council is required to describe the measures it proposes to take to ensure that it complies 
with the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act) and the Health 
Records and Information Privacy Act 2002 (HRIP Act). 
 
Every NSW public sector agency that is bound by the PPIP Act must prepare and implement 
a privacy management plan that explains: 

• the agency’s policies and practices for complying with the PPIP Act and the HRIP Act 

• how the agency will make its staff aware of these policies and practices 

• the agency’s procedures for dealing with privacy internal reviews  
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• other relevant matters relating to the protection of the personal and health 
information that the agency holds. 

Council’s draft Privacy Management Plan complies with the Information Protection Principles 
(IPPs) in the PPIP Act and the Health Privacy Principles (HPPs) in the HRIP Act which 
regulate the collection, storage, use and disclosure of personal and health information. The 
principles also give members of the public a right to request access to their personal or 
health information or to ask for amendments to that information to ensure it is accurate. 

The Privacy Management Plan also refers to relevant exemptions of the PPIP Act or HRIP 
Act, the Local Government Privacy Code of Practice, Council’s responsibilities in terms of 
public registers, offence provisions and explains Council’s strategies to minimise the risk of 
its employees committing an offence. The Plan further explains how Council will provide 
training and education for staff and members of the public. 

A copy of Council’s draft Privacy Management Plan was provided to the NSW Information 
and Privacy Commission (IPC) for review prior to presenting to Council.  

The recommendations from the IPC (refer Attachment C) have been incorporated into 
Council’s draft Privacy Management Plan attached to this report and are displayed as red 
text in the draft document. 

A copy of the final adopted Plan will be provided to the IPC in accordance with section 33(5) 
of the PPIP Act.  

OPTIONS 

Council is required to adopt a Privacy Management Plan. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Privacy Management Policy and Privacy Management Plan. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Not applicable 
 
COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Moderate Low Risk: Minor policy or regulatory breach resolved through amended 
practices. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Failure to comply with Privacy requirements could result in reputational risks / risks to 
community members. 

Serious Moderate Risk: Significant adverse public/staff reaction and/or significant 
negative publicity. Director intervention required over one to two weeks. Limited 
impact on staff morale. 
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SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of risk management, strategic planning, policies, procedures and service 
standards to enhance accountability, resilience and informed decision making.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

Information Privacy Commissioner 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Privacy Management Policy - Public Policy (under separate cover)    

(b) Draft Privacy Management Plan (under separate cover)    

(c) IPC Review (under separate cover)    

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_32896_1.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_32896_2.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_32896_3.PDF
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL09 
 
TITLE 2026 National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress 
 
FROM Phil King, Director Infrastructure and Operations  
 
TRIM REF 26/87678 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report is to advise Council of the 2026 National Local Roads, Transport and 
Infrastructure Congress hosted by ALGA (Australian Local Government Association) to be 
held in Cairns, Queensland from 25 to 25 August 2026 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Two Councillors (Cr ……………….. and Cr……………….) attend the 2026 National 
Local Roads, Transport & Infrastructure Congress in Cairns, Qld from 24 to 25 
August 2026. 

(b) Expenses for attendance at the 2026 National Local Roads, Transport & 
Infrastructure Congress be paid in accordance with Council policy. 
 

REPORT 

The Australian National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress is an 
opportunity to engage with the Government on how its policies will impact on the provision 
and maintenance of local roads as well as the broader infrastructure and transport agenda.  
The Congress will feature national and international speakers along with Government and 
Opposition representatives. 
 
The attached program, attachment (a), shows a wide range of topics and speakers 
presenting on many different items. Some of these are very relevant to Griffith City Council 
and others are less relevant.   
 
It is important for Griffith to be represented at major conferences like these as Council ought 
to be keep abreast of policy announcements and available grant opportunities. Council has 
been successful with several funding opportunities for a number of large scale road projects 
over the past 6 years.   
 
In 2025 a staff delegate attended the Congress in Bendigo and this was found to be very 
informative. Unfortunately, the Council nominated delegate was unable to attend. 
 
The General Manager (and or his delegate) will not be attending the 2026 conference.  
 
OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation 
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OPTION 2 
 
Council not send any representatives to attend the 2026 National Local Roads, Transport 
and Infrastructure Congress 
 
OPTION 3 
 
Any other resolution of Council, for example only one Councillor delegate attend the 
congress. 
 
It is acknowledged that there is a cost associated with attendance at these conferences 
although it should be noted that Council opted not to attend the 2024 National Local Roads, 
Transport and Infrastructure Congress in Western Australia. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Councillors Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities’ Policy (GC-CP-407). 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Registration fee is $1,195.00 and includes all Congress sessions, welcome reception, 
Congress dinner and other meals as per the Congress program.   
 
Travel, accommodation and other expenses will be as per Council policy.  If Council was to 
attend, it would be proposed to drive from Griffith to Canberra in one vehicle and then fly 
from Canberra to Cairns.  Accommodation will be required on Monday 24, Tuesday 25 and 
Wednesday 26 August 2026. Travel days will be Monday 24 August and Thursday 27 
August 2026.  It is possible that the journey could commence on Sunday 23 pending flight 
availabilities and an extra night’s accommodation. 
 
It is estimated that travel costs would be approximately $1200 each for flights.  
Accommodation costs is approximately $250 to $320 per night per room. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Council’s attendance is contingent on compliance with Council’s policies.  Further, Council 
being made aware of national transport policy decisions is of great value. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor policy or regulatory breach resolved through amended 
practices. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Attendance to the conference has a very low environmental implication. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Attendance or non-attendance would have minor low risk.  There is a balance between the 
investment of attending the congress and value that is gained when compared with not 
spending the money to attend.  The host city does have an element of reputational risk due 
to the recognition as a desired holiday destination.  
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Moderate Low Risk: Minor adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
Resolved with Manager or Director Comment. No impact on staff morale. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Attendance to the National Local Roads, Transport & Infrastructure congress has moderate 
low risk, while the General Manager or their delegate is attending the congress and not at 
work. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Short term interruption of services or operations. Limited impact 
to staff and service standards. Short term contractor performance affected. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Attendance to the National Local Roads, Transport & Infrastructure congress has minor 
WHS / HR implication and risk. 
 
Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.1 Develop and maintain partnerships with 
community, government and non-government agencies to benefit our community.  

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 6.2 Maintain and develop an effective 
transport network (airport, public roads, pathways, pedestrian accesses and transport 
corridors) for Griffith and villages.  

Council’s participation in the National Congress provides an excellent measure to determine 
if Council’s usual practice is consistent with national best practice. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) 2026 National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Program ⇩  78 

(b) 2026 National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Speakers ⇩  85 

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34455_1.PDF
CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34455_2.PDF
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL10 
 
TITLE Request for Support – 10th Anniversary Community Gala Dinner in 

Support of St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital Griffith 
 
FROM Scott Grant, General Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/88444 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A request to support the 10th Anniversary celebrations of St Vincent’s Private Community 
Hospital Griffith has been received.  
 
A community gala dinner is being planned for the 24 September 2026 at the Yoogali Club 
and St Vincent’s has requested Council consider becoming a Platinum Sponsor to the value 
of $10,000. The dinner will be a celebration along with a fundraiser to support nursing 
excellence at the hospital to ensure future growth of health specialties along with leadership 
opportunities to strengthen healthcare in the region.  
 
As this request does not align with Council’s Community Grant Program, Business Support 
Program or Event Sponsorship policies, a report has been prepared to allow the 
determination of the request by Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) For the determination of Council. 

(b) Should Council endorse Platinum Sponsorship to the value of $10,000 in support 
of St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital Griffith 10th Anniversary Gala Dinner, 
an amendment to the 2026/27 Budget to increase line item 92210.298 Industry, 
Attraction & Development – Sponsorship from $4,500 to $14,500 will need to be 
made via the September 2026 Quarterly Review. 

 

REPORT 

To mark this milestone, the Griffith Community are hosting a ticketed community gala dinner 
that will celebrate the achievements of the past ten years and acknowledge the many 
partners who contributed to the hospital’s success. We anticipate strong community interest 
and are committed to delivering an event that reflects the significance of this occasion.   
 
The event will be led by a committee of Griffith community members including Joe Casella, 
Roy Spagnolo, Bill Calabria and Anne Napoli along with support from the hospital and   
St Vincent’s Curran Foundation. 
 

OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 

a) Council become a Platinum Sponsor to the value of $10,000, to support of St Vincent’s 
Private Community Hospital Griffith 10th Anniversary Gala Dinner and; 

b) Should Council endorse Platinum Sponsorship to the value of $10,000 in support St 
Vincent’s Private Community Hospital Griffith 10th Anniversary Gala Dinner, an 
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amendment to the 2026/27 Budget to increase line item 92210.298 Industry, Attraction & 
Development – Sponsorship from $4,500 to $14,500 will need to be made via the 
September 2026 Quarterly Review 

 

OPTION 2 

Council not support the request for Platinum Sponsorship of the 10th Anniversary Community 
Gala Dinner in support of St Vincent’s Private Community Hospital Griffith 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

1. Requests for donations to individuals or businesses are not covered by normal Council 
funding streams and require consideration by Council. 

2. If considered as an Event, this request, due to the value of support requested, is also 
outside of the Event Sponsorship Policy 

3. Due to the nature of the event and the amount requested, this request is not eligible for 
Council Community Grant Program funding.  

4. Due to the number of employees (more than 20) and amount requested, St Vincent’s 
Hospital is not eligible for funding under the Business Support Grant program 

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

This is an unbudgeted item. Should Council support Platinum Sponsorship, a quarterly 
review budget adjustment will need to be made to the Industry, Attraction & Development – 
Sponsorship budget to increase from $4,500 to $14,500. 
 
Ad hoc requests for sponsorship are frequently received by Council. Requests for donations 
to individuals or businesses are not covered by normal Council funding streams and require 
consideration by Council. Council should be aware of perceptions of precedence when 
considering requests for financial donations to individuals or businesses.   
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Moderate Low Risk: Minor adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
Resolved with Manager or Director Comment. No impact on staff morale. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Moderate Low Risk: Short term interruption of services or operations. Limited impact 
to staff and service standards. Short term contractor performance affected. 
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WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.1 Develop and maintain partnerships with 
community, government and non-government agencies to benefit our community.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Request for Support - Letter to Griffith City Council ⇩  93 

(b) Save the Date - St Vincent Private Hospital - Gala Dinner ⇩  94 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL11 
 
TITLE Summary Development Application DA 57/2026 for Electricity 

Generating Works comprising a 7.1MW Solar Farm and 5MW Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) at 11 Duchatel Road, Griffith 

 
FROM Joe Rizzo, Director Sustainable Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/87025 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding Development Application DA 
57/2026 for Electricity Generating Works comprising a 7.1MW Solar Farm and 5MW Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) at 11 Duchatel Road, Griffith. This report outlines the 
development proposal, a summary of the statutory planning framework applicable to the 
assessment, Council's assessment and the decision of the Western Regional Planning 
Panel. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 
 
REPORT 

Development Application DA 57/2026 was lodged on the 10 April 2026 seeking consent for 
the construction and operation of a renewable energy facility consisting of a 7.1MW solar 
farm and a 5MW Battery Energy Storage System. The proposal included approximately 
9,330 fixed solar photovoltaic panels, four battery storage units, associated inverter 
infrastructure, security fencing, grid connection infrastructure, internal access arrangements 
and perimeter landscaping. The development site is located at 11 Duchatel Road, Griffith, 
which has historically been used for horticultural purposes including orchards and vineyards. 
 
The application was determined by the Western Regional Planning Panel (WRPP) and not 
Council as the development is classified as regional development due to the declared capital 
investment value being over $5 million. Council's role was limited to undertaking the 
assessment process, coordinating public exhibition and agency referrals, preparing an 
assessment report and providing a recommendation to the WRPP. The final determination of 
the development remained solely with the WRPP. 
 
The planning panel process included a preliminary briefing, a site inspection, consideration 
of public submissions, review of Council's assessment report, consideration of applicant 
responses and a determination meeting conducted in accordance with the requirements of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The application was publicly exhibited by Council between 1 May and 15 May 2026. 
Notification occurred through Council's website, Development Application Tracker website, 
Facebook page, Council's weekly publication and direct correspondence to surrounding 
landowners located within 150m of the development. Three submissions objecting to the 
proposal were received during the exhibition period. Concerns raised related to visual 
impacts, loss of agricultural land, noise generation, fire risk, traffic impacts, inconsistency 
with Council policy, proximity to residential development, impacts on Council's Pound and 
the public interest. These matters were considered by Council as part of its assessment and 
were also reviewed by the Planning Panel during its determination. 
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A key feature of the assessment was the interaction between the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021 (Transport and Infrastructure SEPP), 
Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014 and Griffith City Council's Solar Energy Farms and 
Battery Energy Storage Systems Policy SD-CP-202. This relationship became the central 
issue separating Council's recommendation from the Planning Panel's final determination. 
 
Additionally, Council assessed the proposal in comparison to Council Policy SD-CP-202 - 
Solar Energy Farms and Battery Energy Storage Systems. The policy provides guidance 
regarding the location and assessment of renewable energy infrastructure within the Griffith 
Local Government Area. The policy discourages the establishment of solar farms and 
battery storage systems on Class 1 to 3 agricultural land, on land with significant irrigation 
entitlements, within one kilometre of residential zones, on classified roads and in visually 
prominent locations. Council formed the view that the proposal was inconsistent with several 
provisions of the policy including its location on Class 1 to 3 agricultural land, its proximity to 
residentially zoned land, its frontage to Kidman Way and its prominent gateway location on 
the western approach to Griffith. Council concluded that the development was not suitable 
for the site, did not achieve the objectives of Council's renewable energy policy and was not 
in the public interest. Council therefore recommended refusal of the development 
application. 
 
The WRPP acknowledged Council's assessment in regards to the policy and accepted that 
the policy reflected Council's strategic position regarding renewable energy projects. 
However, the WRPP concluded that the adopted Council policy could not limit powers 
available under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 or the Transport and 
Infrastructure SEPP and that the policy provisions relied upon by Council did not constitute 
valid reasons for refusal in circumstances where the development was otherwise permissible 
under State planning legislation. The Panel ultimately afforded greater weight to the 
requirements of the State planning framework than to the provisions of Council's policy. 
 
Following consideration of Council's assessment report, public submissions, applicant 
responses, site inspection observations and the relevant planning legislation, the Western 
Regional Planning Panel (WRPP) unanimously determined to approve the application on 1 
July 2026 pursuant to section 4.16 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
The WRPP formed a different conclusion from Council regarding the significance of the 
proposal's impacts. 
 
The primary issue considered by the WRPP related to section 2.42 of the Transport and 
Infrastructure SEPP, which requires the consent authority to be satisfied that electricity 
generating works are unlikely to have a significant adverse impact on scenic quality and 
landscape quality. In evaluating this requirement, the WRPP considered the extent, 
distribution, maintenance and layout of the proposed landscaping. The WRPP concluded 
that the proposed landscaping measures were sufficient to mitigate visual impacts and were 
adequate to prevent significant adverse effects on Griffith's scenic and landscape character, 
including views from Kidman Way. 
 
The WRPP accepted that concerns regarding noise, fire safety, operational management 
and eventual decommissioning could be effectively addressed through conditions of 
development consent rather than through refusal of the application. The Panel further noted 
that the total area of Class 1 to 3 agricultural land occupied by approved or proposed 
renewable energy developments within the Griffith Local Government Area represented less 
than one per cent of the overall area of such land within the municipality and concluded that 
this issue did not justify refusal. 
 
The WRPP determined that the development could be approved subject to conditions 
notwithstanding Council's recommendation for refusal. 
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All information associated with the determination can be viewed on the Department’s 
website. 

Electricity Generating Works - 5mw distribution BESS & 7.1 MW Solar Farm | Planning 
Portal - Department of Planning and Environment  

Since the determination, Council has received correspondence from a neighbouring 
landowner who would like Councillors to explore the option of taking the matter to the Land 
and Environment Court to overturn the WRPP decision; a copy of that correspondence is 
attached. 
 

OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Any other Recommendation of Council.  
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Moderate Low Risk: Minor financial loss > $10,000 to $1 million. 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 1.1 Provide clear, accessible, relevant 
information.  

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/planning-panel/electricity-generating-works-5mw-distribution-bess-71-mw-solar-farm
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/planning-panel/electricity-generating-works-5mw-distribution-bess-71-mw-solar-farm
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CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Email from neighbouring landowner to Council General Manager – 13-7-26 ⇩ 

 

99 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL12 
 
TITLE New State Planning Entity - Development Coordination Authority (DCA) 
 
FROM Joe Rizzo, Director Sustainable Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/77563 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The Planning System Reforms Act 2025 was passed by NSW Parliament in November 2025 
with reforms commencing progressively from December 2025. Part of the reforms include 
the establishment of the Development Coordination Authority (DCA) to coordinate, 
streamline and oversee complex or large-scale development projects, particularly those 
involving multiple stakeholders, agencies and infrastructure requirements.   

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 
 

REPORT 

The Development Coordination Authority (DCA) was established as part of the NSW 
Government’s broader planning system reforms to address long-standing inefficiencies in 
the development assessment process. Historically, councils and applicants were required to 
engage with multiple State agencies separately, resulting in delays, inconsistent advice and 
increased complexity. 

The key purpose of the DCA is to improve integration between planning, infrastructure 
delivery, and servicing; reduce delays caused by fragmented approval processes; ensure 
strategic alignment with regional or local planning objectives; facilitate timely delivery of 
housing, employment lands, and key infrastructure; provide a single point of coordination for 
development proponents and public agencies. 

The new framework will come into effect on 1 July 2026, simplifying requirements for when a 
development application or modification application needs to be referred by a consent 
authority for consultation or concurrence.  

OPTIONS 

Council note the information. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 7.1 Encourage strategic planning, balanced 
growth and sustainable design.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

Department Planning and Public Spaces 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) DCA Factsheet - Guidance for Councils (under separate cover)    

(b) DCA Factsheet - Guidance for Applicants (under separate cover)    

(c) Correspondence from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces (under 
separate cover)   
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL13 
 
TITLE Councillor Conduct Framework Reform 
 
FROM Scott Grant, General Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/71956 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The Office of Local Government (OLG) is seeking feedback from the local government 
sector on proposed reforms to the regulation of councillor conduct in New South Wales. 
Public consultation is currently underway on stage 2 of the reforms. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 
 
REPORT 

The NSW Government is reforming the Councillor Conduct Framework to set clearer 
standards, strengthen accountability and build confidence in local government 
decision-making. 
 
Since the release of the OLG document, Councillor conduct and meeting practices – A new 
framework, reforms have progressed and will be delivered in 2 stages, allowing priority 
changes to be progressed while broader improvements to the conduct framework are 
developed and implemented. 
 
The proposed changes introduce a new, centralised model for managing councillor conduct 
complaints. Key elements include: 
 

• Centralised Complaint Handling 
Complaints against councillors will be managed by the OLG rather than individual 
councils. This approach is intended to: 

o Improve consistency and independence 

o Enable early dismissal of trivial complaints 

o Ensure serious matters are addressed more efficiently 

o Remove the need for Councils to investigate their own councillors 

 
• Privileges Committee 

A newly established Privileges Committee, comprising experienced mayors and 
councillors, will assess less serious complaints relating to unsatisfactory conduct. 
 

• Investigation of Serious Misconduct 
More serious matters will be investigated by OLG and may be referred to the Land 
and Environment Court where appropriate. 

 
• Revised Codes of Conduct 

The current Model Code of Conduct will be split into: 
o A dedicated Councillor Code of Conduct 

o A separate code for council staff, delegates and committee members 

 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-03/councillor-conduct-and-meeting-practices.pdf
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-03/councillor-conduct-and-meeting-practices.pdf


CL13 Councillor Conduct Framework Reform 

 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 107 

 

• Modernised Councillor Code 
The proposed councillor code: 

o Recognises the political nature of the councillor role 

o Supports the implied freedom of political communication 

o Requirements for councillors to disclose personal interests will be modernised 

and aligned with those applying to Members of the NSW Parliament. 
 

Stage 1 reforms will introduce tougher and more effective action to address serious 
misconduct. These are being progressed through the Local Government and Other 
Legislation Amendment (Councillor Conduct) Bill 2025. Subject to parliamentary processes, 
stage 1 reforms are expected to start later this year. 
 
Feedback is being sought on stage 2 of the reforms which focuses on simplifying and 
strengthening the conduct framework so that councils and the NSW Government can direct 
resources to serious councillor misconduct, rather than minor or trivial complaints. 
 
Information on how to make a submission is available via the Councillor Conduct Framework 
Reform webpage. Submissions close Friday 7 August 2026 at 5 pm. 
 
Feedback on the Policy Statement: Improving Councillor Accountability can be made here. 
 
Feedback on the draft new Model Code of Conduct for Councillors can be made here. 
 
OPTIONS 

Report to be noted. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Code of Conduct Policy will require review following finalisation of the Councillor Conduct 
Framework Reform. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000. 
 
COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 
REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 
SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery.  
 
WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of risk management, strategic planning, policies, procedures and service 
standards to enhance accountability, resilience and informed decision making.  
 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=18814
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=18814
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/programs-and-initiatives/councillor-conduct-framework-reform
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/programs-and-initiatives/councillor-conduct-framework-reform
https://nswdpie.tfaforms.net/1822
https://nswdpie.tfaforms.net/1821
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CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

(a) OLG Circular 26-08 - Consultation on Councillor Conduct Reforms ⇩  109 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL14 
 
TITLE OLG Circular - Code of Meeting Practice 
 
FROM Shireen Donaldson, Director Economic & Organisational Development  
 
TRIM REF 26/77606 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 
2025, which prescribed the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice, was disallowed by the 
NSW Legislative Council on 26 May 2026. As a result, the 2021 Model Code of Meeting 
Practice has been reinstated as the prescribed code under section 360 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
To progress key policy objectives from the disallowed regulation, the Local Government 
(General) Amendment (Meetings) Regulation 2026 has been passed. This Regulation 
implements measures to improve transparency, strengthen meeting order provisions and 
provide greater flexibility in meeting arrangements. 
 
The new provisions apply automatically and will prevail over Council’s adopted Code of 
Meeting Practice. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council note the report. 

REPORT 

On 26 May 2026, the NSW Legislative Council disallowed the Local Government (General) 
Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025. This has the effect that the 
2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice is no longer prescribed and the previous 2021 Model 
Code of Meeting Practice is reinstated as the applicable prescribed code. 
 
In response, the Office of Local Government (OLG) advised Councils to rescind any 
resolution adopting the 2025 Model Meeting Code. Accordingly, Council rescinded this 
resolution at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 9 June 2026 and reinstated the previous 
Code of Meeting Practice, which incorporates the mandatory provisions of the 2021 Model 
Code. 
 
Under section 8 of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1989, a replacement model code cannot 
be prescribed within four months of the disallowance. As an interim measure, the Local 
Government (General) Amendment (Meetings) Regulation 2026 (Amendment Regulation) 
has been introduced to implement key elements of the disallowed reforms. 
 
The Amendment Regulation introduces several significant changes to meeting practices, 
including: 

• Mandatory livestreaming:  

o Meetings of Councils and Committees comprised solely of Councillors must 

be livestreamed, with recordings retained on Council websites for the duration 
of the Council term or a minimum of 12 months, whichever is longer. 
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• Councillor–staff interaction protocols:  

o Councillors (other than the Mayor or meeting chair) are prohibited from 

discussing agenda items with staff prior to meetings. Requests for information 
must be provided in writing and, where practicable, published on the Council’s 
website prior to the meeting, unless confidential. 

• Enhanced meeting order provisions:  

o Councils must formally authorise the presiding officer to exercise expulsion 

powers at the first meeting following an ordinary election and following 
adoption of a new meeting code. 

• Stronger enforcement mechanisms:  

o Councillors who fail to comply with directions to remedy disorder may be 

expelled from successive meetings until the matter is resolved. 

• Remote meeting flexibility:  

o County councils are permitted to conduct meetings using audio-visual 

technology, provided all participants can hear each other. 

The Amendment Regulation has taken effect from 26 June 2026. Any provisions within 
Council’s existing Code of Meeting Practice that are inconsistent with the Regulation are 
rendered void to the extent of the inconsistency. Accordingly, councils are not required to 
immediately amend their Code for these provisions to apply. 

 
OPTIONS 

The report be noted. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Code of Meeting Practice will be reviewed in full once a replacement model code has been 
prescribed. The above changes have been incorporated into Council’s meeting procedures. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 



CL14 OLG Circular - Code of Meeting Practice 

 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 113 

 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of risk management, strategic planning, policies, procedures and service 
standards to enhance accountability, resilience and informed decision making.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

Office of Local Government 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) OLG Circular 26-09 Local Government (General) Amendment (Meetings) 
Regulation 2026 ⇩  

114 

(b) Local Government (General) Amendment (Meetings) Regulation 2026 ⇩  117 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL15 
 
TITLE Questions Taken on Notice 
 
FROM Matthew Hansen, Director Business, Cultural & Financial Services  
 
TRIM REF 26/68053 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Questions Taken on Notice from 9 June 2026 
 
MINUTES OF THE GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM COMMITTEE MEETING HELD  
ON 20 MAY 2026 
 
Councillor Dal Bon questioned how the prickly pears will be removed? This was TAKEN ON 
NOTICE. 
 
Council’s biosecurity officer is assisting the volunteers with application of chemical approved 
for prickly pear as well as providing specific advice on how to treat this weed. 
 
 
Questions Taken on Notice from 16 June 2026 
 
MM01   DISASTER READY FUND (DRF) 2026/27  
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O’Grady that:   
  
(a) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yoogali levee Construction – Stage 3 

Project.  
(b) Council support the application with $15,000 for preparatory costs. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Mayor Doug Curran and Councillor Tony O'Grady that:    
(a) Council apply to Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) for Yenda Drainage Network and Flood 

Pump Project.  
(b) Council support the application with $15,000 for preparatory costs. 
 
Councillor Testoni asked what the timeframes for completion would be if successful with the 
grant application. THIS WAS TAKEN ON NOTICE. 
 
If the grant is successful, the proposed commencement date is 1 July 2027 with a proposed 
completion date of December 2028, subject to the final funding arrangements.  
 
This timeframe is based on the use of one small dedicated team to do the entire project one 
item after the other. If multiple teams are used, and multiple items are completed 
concurrently the schedule could be compressed. 
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OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 
 
8 April 2025 - NOTICE OF MOTION - COUNCILLOR JENNY ELLIS  
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Councillors Jenny Ellis and Tony O'Grady that Council allocate 
sufficient funds from the cash reserves set aside for the Regional Art Gallery project 
(currently at $109K) based on quotes received for the following items and report back to 
Council:  

(a) Signage for the front of the Gallery - to be designed, manufactured, and installed. 
(Approximately $5K)  

(b) New hanging track system - to enhance the display and functionality of exhibition 
spaces. (Approximately $10K)  

(c) (c)   Repainting of the walls and ceiling of the whole gallery - To refreshen and cover 
water damaged ceilings (National average: $60-$100/ sqm; Gallery is 422sqm 
therefore up to $42K).  

2/03/2026: Gyprock repairs and painting complete – October 2025. 
New hanging system installed – February 2026. 
New sign is being designed and costed. Will require development consent. Scheduled for 
installation in mid-2026. 
 
Councillor Dal Bon requested a final costing for the Art Gallery project. This was TAKEN ON 
NOTICE. 
 
The following update is provided: 
 
Background 

Council resolved to allocate funds from the cash reserves set aside for the Regional Art 
Gallery project (then $109,000) to cover three items, based on preliminary quotes: 

Item 
Original 
Estimate 

Status 

(a) Exterior signage ~$5,000 Proposed budget now up to $15,000 

(b) New hanging track system ~$10,000 Ordered – $3,460 

(c) Repainting of walls and ceiling Up to ~$42,000 Completed – $10,300 

Progress to date 

• Painting: Completed at a cost of $10,300, significantly under the original estimate of 
up to $42,000. 

• Hanging track system: Ordered at a cost of $3,460. Installation is scheduled for later 
in the year, once there is a suitable break in the exhibition program and the Sharing 
the National Collection jewellery exhibition (on loan from the National Gallery of 
Australia) has been removed. 

• Signage: The Gallery Coordinator has researched and developed a signage proposal 
comprising: 

o A 3D, internally lit aluminium-coated sign for the building façade (eastern 

side), improving day and night visibility and distinguishing the Gallery from the 
adjacent War Memorial Museum; and 

o 3–4 printed aluminium panels on the upper eastern-facing wall (adjacent to 

the CWA park) highlighting the Gallery's key programs — Exhibitions, 
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Programs, and Collections — with potential for artist collaboration on panel 
design. 

The proposed budget for signage is now up to $15,000, exceeding the original $5,000 
estimate under the Notice of Motion. This is due to the change from vinyl to aluminium 
signage, which is more durable and weather-resistant and will not fade or deteriorate as 
quickly as the vinyl signage previously used by the Gallery. 

Financial summary 

Notwithstanding the increase in the signage estimate, overall expenditure under the Notice 
of Motion resolution remains within the original budget allocation, due to the significant 
savings achieved on the painting works and hanging track: 

Item 
Original 
Estimate 

Actual / 
Proposed 

Painting Up to $42,000 $10,300 

Hanging track $10,000 $3,460 

Signage $5,000 Up to $15,000 

Total Up to $57,000 Up to $28,760 

Overall expenditure related to the resolution (painting, hanging track, and signage) will 
therefore be well under the total amount allocated, with a saving of approximately $28,000 
against the original combined estimate. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 
 
REPORT 

Not Applicable 
 

OPTIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
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REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report has no relevance to the Council’s Strategic Plan. 

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL16 
 
TITLE Investments as at 30 April 2026 
 
FROM Matthew Hansen, Director Business, Cultural & Financial Services  
 
TRIM REF 26/71567 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report details Council's investments performance at the month of April 2026. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 

 
REPORT 

In accordance with Section 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, it is 
hereby certified that the investments detailed in the attached schedules have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, its Regulations and 
Council's current Investment Policy and Strategy which were last amended and adopted on 
14 July 2023. 
 
Management is striving to continuously build up cash and investment returns to ensure 
ongoing financial stability, allocate funds to reserves and provide ongoing liquidity into the 
future. 
 
Note - Of the cash and investments shown in this report: 
 

• 86.63% is externally restricted, i.e., there are binding legal restrictions about how and 
where Council can use these funds. 

• 8.15% is internally restricted, i.e., Council has made a decision to put these funds aside 
for a specific purpose. 

• 5.22% is unrestricted, i.e., Council can use this money for discretionary projects or 
activities. 

 
OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 
As per the Recommendation. 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Any other Resolution of Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The actions taken comply with Council's current investment policy and strategy, and the 
Ministerial Order as provided by the NSW Office of Local Government. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

As at 30 April 2026, Council had received a total of $3,067,226 in interest coupon payments. 
 
The overall net interest income recognised (when combining both interest received and 
mark-to-market entries) at 30 April 2026 was $3,398,223 The revised annual budget for 
2025/26 is $3,173,000.  
 
Council has a mix of growth and fixed income investments in the portfolio and at certain 
times growth assets are exposed to equity market fluctuations (volatility) as well as rises in 
interest rates and may incur non-cash valuation reductions that can impact on reported 
profits. These are long term assets and Council has no intention of divesting any of these 
assets when at cyclical lows and therefore crystallising any losses. Invariably, these assets 
will regain and increase their values over time and they make up a valuable diversity in 
Council’s portfolio overall.  
 
Due to the high volatility across investment markets, it is difficult to obtain cash yields whilst 
maintaining appropriate diversification of investments and not be exposed to potential 
fluctuations in the carrying value of these assets. Council's investments are diversified 
primarily across TCorp Managed Funds, term deposits, fixed income bonds and floating rate 
notes which are largely determined by the restrictions in place by the Minister’s Order. 
Council's investments are diversified, all highly rated and of high quality. 
 
Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Section 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor policy or regulatory breach resolved through amended 
practices. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 
 
Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 1.1 Provide clear, accessible, relevant 
information.  
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CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Statement of Funds at 30 April 2026 ⇩  129 

(b) Investments Returns Analysis - 12 month Annualised Yields ⇩  130 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL17 
 
TITLE 2026 NSW Local Roads Congress 
 
FROM Tony O'Grady, Councillor  
 
TRIM REF 26/87682 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The 2026 NSW Local Roads Congress was held in NSW Parliament House in Sydney on 
Monday, 1 June 2026.  Council was represented by Councillor Tony O’Grady and the 
Director of Infrastructure & Operations, Mr Phil King. 
 
The Local Roads Congress is offered by the Roads and Transport Directorate, a joint 
initiative between the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) NSW and 
Local Government NSW (LGNSW) to optimise roads and transport outcomes. The 
Directorate acts as a focus for research activities, provides technical advice to assist 
member councils and makes submissions on behalf of its members. 
 
This congress offered an opportunity for Councillor O’Grady to speak directly with NSW 
politicians during both the lunch break and the gathering after the conference.  He was also 
able to connect with other councillors to discuss road and transport related issues. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted by Council. 
 

REPORT 

The theme for the conference was “Shaping Policies for Stronger Communities”. 
 
The Welcome to Country was presented by Uncle Allen Madden of the Gadigal People from 
the Eora Nation. The MC for the event was Mr The Hon David Elliot CEO of the NSW 
Institute of Public Works Engineers Australasia (IPWEA). The opening address was 
presented by the NSW IPWEA President, Mr Grant Baker (GM, Bland Shire Council), 
included a thanks to the many NSW Ministers and shadow ministers that would attend the 
congress during the day on the programme. Grant outlined the importance for the congress 
communique before the next NSW election. He highlighted that there have been a record 
number of appearances by the NSW IPWEA before various NSW enquiries and he reminded 
the congress that Councils can actively shape the local road network and build stronger 
connected communities through engagement with NSW government and their influence on 
the State Government budget allocation. 
 
The welcome address from LGNSW was presented by, Cr Khal Asfour, City of Canterbury 
Bankstown, Vice President Metro Local Government NSW.  Cr Asfour explained that 
LGNSW values the strong relationship with the IPWEA Roads Directorate. And highlighted 
that our communities depend on a reliable road network, this has been brought into sharp 
focus with the closure of the Great Western Hwy. It is the Council’s bearing the brunt of the 
closure, while acknowledging that the road is a state managed road, the local communities 
are hurting. Councils are responsible for 85% of the road network in NSW and the 
infrastructure backlog is significant. LGNSW has recently called on the NSW Government to 
fund the infrastructure backlog, there is need to renew the existing funding grants, and also 
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for the re-categorisation of the state road network. He highlighted that the review of the 
roads Act has been welcome, but LGNSW is concerned that there is a possible cost shift 
that Council’s might be expected to pick up. There needs to be regulatory reform, budget 
allocation and support for NSW local road infrastructure. We all know how important the 
local road network is, getting to school and work and doing all of the daily business that 
keeps our communities sustainable. 
 
The first presentation for the congress was from Josh Devitt, Chief Engineer, Roads & 
Transport Directorate, IPWEA who gave an overview of the 2025 communiqué. There 
were 32 items in the communiqué and each of these were assessed against 5 criteria: 
Meaningful progress, minimal progress, ongoing, no data, No progress.  Only 2 items had 
made meaningful progress “Ensure the program guidelines for the Safer Local Roads and 
Infrastructure Program allow for equal consideration of projects proposing to upgrade or 
replace bridges on the local road network.” and also “Provide clearer delegation of authority 
for NSW councils as part of the Roads Act Review, providing councils greater freedom to 
make decisions in relation to the roads they manage, such as the reduction of speed limits.”  
Unfortunately speed limits are still out of reach for Council’s although advocacy will continue.   
The Keynote Address was presented by The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, Minister for 
Roads, Minister for Regional transport. The minister firstly highlighted her own 
background as a heavy vehicle operator, and that her family still drive heavy vehicles, and 
that safety on the roads is of keen interest to her.  She also congratulated the IPWEA for 
their work building the core framework that helps Council’s and the state government 
connect. 
 
Firstly she spoke of the AusRap data that has now been released, and that NSW was the 
first jurisdiction to release this data. There are projects in every local government area that 
constituents are interested in. The development of integrated transport plans has been 
consulted across the entire spectrum and they recognise that the roads are all used 
differently by every user. It was important to talk to MP’s state and federal as well as all of 
the stakeholders in local government. The minister highlighted the Asset AI project and 
recognised that this was a great program to support and see the cost reductions by up to 
75% of inspection costs. One of the biggest things that the minister was proud of is the work 
done to close the gap between the funding for natural disasters in the tripartite agreements. 
One of the other gaps was between the knowledge and technical know-how for the different 
the agencies. There has been significant investment in the road maintenance for potholes. 
$1.25billion spend on regional roads for regular maintenance over the last budget. The 
Mitchell Causeway received a bit of attention from the minister and an explanation that this 
section of road had been critically underfunded over the past 10years.  
 
Mark Coure MP, Member for Oatley, Shadow Minister for Roads provided the 
opposition’s response to the keynote address, and stated that Local government plays a 
huge role in local roads across NSW. He said it is right to say that the local roads underpin 
the economic success of our state. NSW is entering one of the most consequential periods 
of infrastructure investment in this state’s history. There is a discipline required to build a 
network fit for the future, not just maintain what we have. Roads are not merely physical 
assets they are essential to the success of our state. When roads begin to fail, public 
confidence fails in the government. The NRMA backlog report indicates that $3.4billion is not 
being funded for road infrastructure maintenance. The network is experiencing mounting 
structural pressures. While freight movements are intensified, the road will continue to 
deteriorate. There are significant fiscal constraints facing Councils, and they are doing their 
best, but are continually under resourced. Many in our local areas have the belief that the 
road network is being neglected. The long term reconstruction is being put on hold and 
maintenance patching is all that Councils can often do. The pothole problem shows that 
reactive repairs are not enough, and that underlying structural deterioration hasn’t been 
addressed. 
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Both speakers stayed on for a Questions and Answer Session and it was very interesting to 
see the Minister for Roads complete knowledge of so many matters.  
 
The next speaker was Dr Geoff Allan, CEO AustRoads, who spoke on Supporting 
Improved Transport Outcomes for Local Government. Dr Allan explained that 
AustRoads had 11 member agencies, and that what they do includes research, publishing 
guides, digital services, uplifting industrial capability and aiming for National Consistency. He 
explained that this matters because Local Governments manage large, complex road 
networks with constrained budgets, and have to provide consistent, evidence based 
approaches to their own particular areas.  Dr Allan briefly skimmed over the 12 major guides 
that AustRoads has produced.  One of the more interesting topic that Dr Allan spoke about 
was the webinar titled “Unlocking the Potential of Telematics Analytics Platform for Local 
Governments” (see this link for more information 
https://austroads.gov.au/publications/freight/web-taplg-25) 
 
The national telematics Framework provides a standardised and harmonised way to collect 
movement and mass data from approved telematics devices installed on vehicles. This 
includes over 20,000 vehicles. The TAP provides secure access to assist with enhancing 
road safety, improve road network performance, support asset management and transport 
planning and helps Councils to make more informed infrastructure decisions. 
After lunch, Scott Greenow, Executive Director Freight, from Transport for NSW spoke 
about Automated Asset Assessment Project.  Mr Greenow provided some background 
about the updated HVAP published in September 2024, which offers strategic approach to 
heavy vehicle access on critical regional and local roads.  
 
The Fundamental principles are: 
Safe (zero road trauma by 2050) 
Sustainable (freight transport that delivers net zero emissions by 2050), 
Productive (optimised connected, end to end networks).  
These will minimise cost to government while considering commercial sustainability for 
industry. 
 
The aim is to maximise existing networks through efficiency and utilisation - innovative 
vehicles, telematics and data, agile and resilient networks, streamlined access and strong 
partnerships.  Automated access provides an opportunity to streamline the process for road 
access: A step change in Road access, compare the vehicle requirements and compare with 
the capability of the road network. Automated access takes the detail of the vehicle and then 
applies that to the decision to ensure instantaneous access. 
 
Local Government data collection, target key freight networks first, capturing baseline set of 
asset data, focus on road geometry and structures, working with multiple engineering 
service. 
 
The challenge has been the size of the vehicles, and these vehicles still use the same trailer 
on the end of the train. The challenge will require some bridge strengthening. If the access 
decision has become lineball, for example at a bridge limit, it is recommended to go for it, 
and then monitor the vehicles through telematics.  
 
There are multiple benefits to industry, road managers, asset owners, community.  
 
The industry might purchase some steerable Axels and fit them to an existing combination. 
The monitoring can be directed to funding bids or send through to NHVR for compliance. 
Asset Owners will see the maximum sustainable use, risk-based network maintenance, 
improved road safety. Community will see improved road safety with reduced environmental 
impact from freight movement. 
 

https://austroads.gov.au/publications/freight/web-taplg-25
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The next step will be to seek additional funding over three years from FY27, with final 
business case requirements, Continued engagement with NAAS project team, finalising the 
data collection with participating councils, ongoing review and development of technology 
solutions for automating and improving road access for heavy vehicles. 
 
Alejandra Torres, Sustainable Engagement Officer, Environmental Sustainability, 
Waverley Council presented on Sustainable Council Procurement. Ale presented that 
climate risks are affecting infrastructure, increasing expectations from government and 
communities, rising construction and maintenance costs. At Waverley there were roads that 
collapsed, and millions of dollars damage to Council infrastructure. Infrastructure produces 
the highest amount of emissions in a council.  The big internal shift was the organisation gap 
analysis. There were 6 key areas, Procurement, Events, Resilience, Leadership, HR & L&D, 
Infrastructure. The highest impact was in Procurement and Infrastructure. The result was 
more collaborative, and changed the dialog to adopt sustainable practices.  
 
There was a sustainable policy / a circular policy, but the better answer is to have one policy 
- Procurement Policy, which had a number of advantages, including value for dollar. There 
was also threat and opportunity scoring to analyse the way that the suppliers operate. There 
was a minimal 10% sustainable score, Contract Management matters, KPI’s, Reporting, 
Accountability, Evidence. 
 
Alexandra Lyle, Transport Planning Director from Transport for NSW spoke about the 
Roads Recategorisation project.  Six months on from the launch of the Road Classification 
Review Framework, councils are actively using the framework, proposals are progressing, 
and valuable insights are emerging. This is now an ongoing business-as-usual program, 
designed to support evidence-based decisions about road classifications and network 
function. 
 
Road classifications influence how roads are managed, maintained, planned and funded. 
However, road function can change quickly due to housing growth, freight demands, 
Renewable Energy Zones, new infrastructure and changing travel patterns. The framework 
provides a consistent process to assess when classifications may need to change so they 
better reflect how the network is being used. 
 
Following council feedback, the program has moved to a more flexible operating model. 
Rather than fixed application periods, councils can engage at any time through a clear, 
criteria-based process. This allows for stronger proposals supported by better evidence and 
reduces the pressure of submission deadlines. 
 
Since launch, 102 councils have registered, with strong participation across metropolitan and 
regional NSW. The self-assessment tool is being widely used, and common themes are 
emerging around housing growth, freight, REZs, resilience, motorway impacts and regional 
development. Importantly, the focus is not simply on transferring roads. Opportunities also 
exist for route swaps and other changes that improve network outcomes. 
 
The strongest proposals clearly explain the strategic context, demonstrate the road's role 
within the broader network and provide strong supporting evidence. Early engagement, 
collaboration and a network-wide perspective consistently lead to better outcomes. 
 
A key lesson has been the shift from discussing road ownership to understanding road 
function. The framework recognises that road function is shaped by the network, not just an 
individual road segment. Councils can strengthen proposals by engaging early, using the 
self-assessment tool to support analysis, collaborating across council boundaries and 
focusing on roads with the strongest network case. 
 
Transport for NSW and councils each bring valuable knowledge to the process. By working 
together and focusing on evidence and network outcomes, we can ensure road 
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classifications continue to reflect the changing needs of communities, industry and the 
broader transport network across NSW. 
 
The next presentation came from Nikki Cassar, Partner Statewide Mutual - Mills & 
Oakley who spoke on Liability of Road Authorities.  Nikki addressed the proposed 
changes to the Roads Act raise important considerations regarding the liability of road 
authorities. While there is no dispute that road authorities owe a duty of care to road users 
and are required to exercise reasonable care to ensure roads are safe for ordinary use, they 
are not obliged to guarantee absolute safety in all circumstances. 
 
A key protection for road authorities remains section 45 of the Civil Liability Act 2002, which 
provides a special non-feasance defence. Under this provision, a roads authority is generally 
not liable for failing to carry out road work unless it had actual knowledge of the particular 
risk that caused the harm. Importantly, this protection applies specifically to roads 
authorities, including councils and Transport for NSW. The concept of "road work" is broadly 
defined and includes activities affecting roads, footpaths and nature strips that facilitate the 
use of the road. For example, a council may be protected where it has no actual knowledge 
that tree roots have created a footpath hazard, whereas hazards unrelated to road work, 
such as a falling tree branch, may fall outside the protection. 
 
The courts have interpreted "actual knowledge" narrowly. In North Sydney Council v Roman, 
the Court of Appeal held that actual knowledge must exist in the mind of an officer with 
delegated authority to arrange the necessary repairs. Knowledge held by employees without 
relevant authority is insufficient. While section 45 provides a significant defence, councils 
should not rely solely on statutory protections. Section 42 of the Civil Liability Act sets out 
principles relating to the financial and operational constraints of public authorities, including 
the reality that resources are limited and must be allocated across a broad range of 
responsibilities. However, these principles are not a defence in themselves, and councils 
cannot simply justify inaction by citing a lack of resources. Asset management plans and 
maintenance programs should therefore be realistic, achievable and adequately resourced, 
as courts will consider evidence of compliance with established procedures, policies and 
standards. 
 
Councils should also carefully assess and document the costs and benefits of risk mitigation 
measures. Decision-making processes that demonstrate a reasonable balancing of risk, cost 
and available resources are more likely to withstand scrutiny. Further protection is provided 
by section 43A, which recognises that liability should be assessed against what another 
reasonable roads authority might have done in the same circumstances, rather than what a 
court may consider ideal in hindsight. This principle was reinforced in Curtis v Harden Shire 
Council, where the court focused on whether the council's actions were consistent with the 
practices that could reasonably be adopted by comparable councils. Collectively, these 
provisions emphasise the importance of sound governance, documented decision-making 
and realistic asset management in managing liability exposure for road authorities. 
 
Nathan Skelly, Asset AI Project Manager, Roads & Transport Directorate spoke next on 
the Asset AI Benefits Realisation. Griffith is currently using Asser AI and this presentation 
pointed out a number of opportunities for inspections and the reduced cost of inspection per 
km.  
 
The final presentation for the day was from Josh Devitt, Chief Engineer, Roads & 
Transport Directorate, IPWEA who spoke on the Asset Management Maturity.  
Consultation with councils was undertaken through a two-tier engagement process 
comprising a statewide questionnaire (Tier 1) and individual council workshops (Tier 2). The 
consultation revealed that councils are collectively managing a diverse portfolio of assets, 
with respondents identifying 52 different asset classes. Despite this complexity, only 58% of 
councils reported having completed an asset maturity assessment. Overall, 45% of councils 
rated their asset management maturity as being at a basic level, indicating that many 
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organisations are still developing a comprehensive understanding of their assets, associated 
risks and long-term management requirements. Consistent with this finding, only around half 
of surveyed councils agreed or strongly agreed that they had a good understanding of their 
asset management systems and practices. 
 
The consultation also highlighted opportunities for greater collaboration and knowledge 
sharing across local government. While there was interest in learning from peer councils and 
adopting proven practices, many councils indicated a preference to independently evaluate 
systems and processes before implementation. Funding emerged as the most significant 
barrier to advancing asset management maturity, with many councils identifying resource 
constraints as an obstacle to implementing more comprehensive systems. The survey was 
distributed to both executive leaders and asset management practitioners, and the 
responses suggested that executive officers were often less aware of the status and 
capability of their council's asset management systems than operational staff. 
 
A key learning from the consultation was the need for stronger integration between Asset 
Management Plans (AMPs) and Long-Term Financial Plans (LTFPs). Improving this 
alignment was identified as critical to ensuring that asset management decisions are 
financially sustainable and support long-term service delivery outcomes. In response, 
guidance material will be developed to assist councils in preparing and integrating these 
strategic planning documents. Additional support initiatives will include the development of 
IPWEA-led starter services, practical tools to assist councils with risk management, and 
improved approaches to capital works handover that incorporate a stronger lifecycle 
management perspective. These initiatives are intended to help councils strengthen asset 
management capability, improve decision-making and better manage infrastructure over its 
full life cycle. 
 
The last task for the Congress was to set the goals for the 2026 congress communiqué, see 
attached. 
 

OPTIONS 

As per the Recommendation 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Attendance to the congress was funded through Councillors Conference Budget and the 
staff training Budget 
 
Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
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REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.1 Develop and maintain partnerships with 
community, government and non-government agencies to benefit our community.  

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 6.2 Maintain and develop an effective 
transport network (airport, public roads, pathways, pedestrian accesses and transport 
corridors) for Griffith and villages.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) 2026 NSW Local Roads Congress Communiqué ⇩  143 
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DRAFT 
MINUTES 

 
 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

THURSDAY, 11 JUNE 2026 COMMENCING AT 2:00 PM 
 

 

PRESENT  

Mayor, Councillor Doug Curran, Councillor Scott Groat (Chair), Councillor Laurie Testoni 
(Councillor - Alternate), Josh Stanbury (NSW SES), Michael Borg (NSW SES), Joseph Dal 
Broi (Community Representative), John Kerrigan (Community Representative), Steve 
Manwaring (DCCEEW via Zoom), Steve Mortlock (Community Representative), Ian Parisotto 
(Community Representative), Paul Rossetto (Community Representative), Daniel Williams, 
Torrent Consulting (via Zoom) 
 
Representatives from Murrumbidgee Irrigation (MI) by Invitation:  
Philip Holliday, Chief Executive Officer, Andrew Pasquetti, Chief Operating Officer, Chris 
Palmer, Manager Water Delivery  
 

STAFF 

General Manager, Scott Grant, Director Utilities, Graham Gordon, Water and Wastewater 
Manager, Durgananda Chaudhary, Graduate Stormwater & Flood Engineer, Anthony 
Portolesi, Minute Taker, Leanne Austin 

1 APOLOGIES  

An apology was received from Lindsay Golsby-Smith (MI). 
 

2 CONFIRMATION  OF MINUTES 

Mr Parisotto suggested the Committee consider amendments to the Minutes in relation to 
statements he made regarding CL04 Correspondence from Committee Members. 
 
Mr Grant raised a Point of Order, noting to the Committee that minutes are not intended to 
serve as a verbatim transcript of meeting discussions. Instead, the minutes should reflect the 
Committee’s intent and clearly record any actions or recommendations arising from those 
discussions. 
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of John Kerrigan and Michael Borg that the minutes of the  
previous meeting held on 5 March 2026, having first been circulated amongst all members, 
be confirmed.  
 

3 BUSINESS ARISING 

Nil. 
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4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the meeting during 
consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

Ian Parisotto 
Reason - Exit Ramp at EMR. 
 
Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a significant non-pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the 
meeting during consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a less than significant non-pecuniary interest declaration may stay in the 
meeting and participate in the debate and vote on the matter. 

Paul Rossetto 
Reason – Representing 1,500 residents of Yenda & District severely impacted in 2012 
Flood. 
 

5 ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

CL01 PRESENTATION BY MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION (MI) 

Mr Pasquetti provided an overview of MI’s role, capabilities and coordination during flood 
events.  
 
The presentation referenced the 2012 flood event, learnings and improvements implemented 
since that time.  Key points included:  

• Enhanced coordination and collaboration between MI, Griffith City Council, SES and 
other agencies with clearer roles and responsibilities. 

• Improved flood planning, response frameworks and defined emergency breaching 
protocols which provide more information and assist with informed decision making.  

• Introduction of more resilient and remotely operated infrastructure upstream and 
downstream (Floodgates at East Mirrool Regulator). Able to go from fully open to fully 
closed in a short time, increased resistance to pressure, stronger level of control and 
responsiveness in flood conditions. 

• Greater system capacity and controls. 
• Increased use of Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) forecasting, monitoring and early 

activation to support decision-making. 

MI outlined its operational role during flood events, including monitoring, activation of internal 
procedures, supporting agencies through infrastructure operations and providing technical 
expertise.  
 
Mirrool Creek is subject to ongoing maintenance by MI, including inspections, vegetation 
management and access track works, although there are some constraints due to 
environmental approval requirements. MI advised that it continues to carry out vegetation 
and drainage management across its network. Main Drain J is undergoing regular 
maintenance, with a more structured maintenance program in development.  
 
MI noted the breaching protocol is Council-endorsed, with MI responsible for operational 
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implementation. The Committee raised concerns regarding the ability to safely control a 
breach, timeframes for implementation under rapid flood onset conditions and operator 
safety during breach execution. MI confirmed reliance on forecasting, preparation and 
established procedures, noting variability depending on conditions. Internal procedures are 
in place to support safe and controlled execution, including planning, risk assessment and 
early deployment of equipment.  

Other factors raised included: 

• Consideration of additional infrastructure solutions (additional gates, increased cross-
flow capacity) rather than reliance on temporary breaching. 

• Opportunities to improve infrastructure capacity at East Mirrool Regulator and the 
broader network. 

• Vegetation, siltation and flow restrictions at various locations (Widgelli Crossing, 
McNamara Road, Benerembah) impacting flood movement. 

• Request for further investigation into drainage constraints and potential 
improvements. 

• Maintenance responsibility for siphons (confirmed as MI) as well as the condition and 
life expectancy of siphons with further inspections planned. 

• Status of pipeline repairs and canal works. 

Discussion was held regarding funding constraints and opportunities for joint funding 
between MI and Council. MI indicated willingness to collaborate but noted limitations due to 
funding criteria and availability as well as competing priorities.  

Actions:  

• MI advised they would provide mapping/visual information of drainage channels and 
infrastructure (taken on notice). 

• MI to investigate concerns regarding vegetation, siltation and flow restrictions in 
identified areas. 

• MI to provide further information on the inspections of the existing siphons at the 
EMR once carried out. 

Representatives from MI left the meeting at 2:50 pm. 
 

CL02 LAKE WYANGAN FLOOD STUDY - RESPONSE TO SUBMISSIONS 

Mr Williams provided an overview of the submissions received and progress of the Lake 
Wyangan Flood Study. A high level response has been prepared for Council. 

• More detail will be added regarding irrigation history and its impact on flood 
behaviour. 

• Data limitations were identified including lack of contemporary elevation data across 
the catchment and existing datasets pre-dating significant landform changes. 

• Moving forward, consultants will use modelling to develop options not reliant on exact 
terrain accuracy.  

• Data sets include LiDAR data (currently available but at low resolution), consultants 
are trying to source raw data and MI photogrammetry dataset. Challenges are that 
the data is not contemporary and may not cover the Lake Wyangan area required. 

The next stage will focus on testing flood mitigation options and developing feasible, cost-
effective solutions.  The consultants will update the Flood Study document to incorporate 
responses the community has raised and provide formal responses to submissions. 
Community consultation will be undertaken during the next stage of the process to present 
initial mitigation options, inviting community input and co-designing of potential solutions. 
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Discussion was held regarding significant runoff observed in the upper and mid catchments 
with water flowing through old creek beds. This suggests that rainfall data may not have 
been fully captured due to the limited rain gauge network. 
 
Mr Gordon advised the Committee could advocate to the Bureau of Meteorology to provide 
more rain gauge stations so the modelling is more effective. 

Multiple scenarios will be modelled in the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 
considering performance, cost and impact. The Committee will then prioritise projects 
dependant on available funding. 

Potential scenarios to be considered include: 

• Diverting water away from Lake Wyangan (towards Tharbogang Swamp area). 
• Formalising drainage through farmland. 
• Controlling flows into Lake Wyangan via infrastructure. 

Mr Williams left the meeting at 3:08 pm. 

Mr Gordon explained that housing developments have been designed based on flood 
modelling and elevation analysis. New flood planning levels will be incorporated into 
planning controls and development requirements based on the outcomes of this study 
process. 

 
CL03 CORRESPONDENCE FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mr Parisotto requested his letter dated 15 March 2026, addressed to the Floodplain 
Management Committee, be forwarded to the SES Deputy Commissioner of Operations.  
 
Mr Grant stated his concerns about the content of the letter and raised the issue that Mr 
Parisotto had a pecuniary conflict of interest in the matter which prohibited him from 
participating in the debate on this matter. Members of the Committee were reminded that it is 
a requirement that if a member has a pecuniary interest they are required to not participate 
in the debate and leave the room. 
 
Mr Grant further stated that the letter was a personal view and had not been endorsed by the 
Committee. 
 
Mr Stanbury advised he would forward the letter from Mr Parisotto as a personal comment 
not on behalf of the Committee. 
 
Michael Borg left the meeting at 3.23 pm. 
 
Mr Rossetto referred to correspondence provided by him dated 14 May 2026 and moved a  
motion that Council commission a geotechnical soil survey of the entire proposed site of 
Council’s endorsed emergency breaching protocol. 
 
Mr Rossetto moved a Point of Order requesting that the Chair ask for a seconder for the 
motion before allowing Mr Gordon to respond. 
 
Paul Rossetto and John Kerrigan MOVED the MOTION that Council commission a 
geotechnical soil survey of the entire proposed site of Council’s endorsed emergency 
breaching protocol. 
 
Mr Gordon stated it was not Council’s role to interfere with MI infrastructure. Council is the 
flood authority however MI the owner of the supply channel and is responsible for 
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undertaking a risk assessment and plan to conduct the required breach safely and reinstate 
the supply channel once there is no more flooding risk.  
 
Mr Rossetto disagreed and asked what the Director was afraid of. The Chair raised a Point 
of Order. Mr Rossetto objected and continued to debate at which time the Mayor reminded 
Mr Rossetto that the Chair had the floor. 
 
Mr Rossetto left the meeting at 3:31 pm. He then returned a short time later and tendered his 
resignation. Mr Rossetto left the meeting at 3:32 pm and did not return. 
 
The Committee discussed the need to prioritise projects based on what will most likely affect 
the community, aiming to reduce flooding for the greatest number of people first, while still 
respecting agricultural impacts. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the estimated cost of a geotechnical soil survey and that MI 
would have to agree to this request.  

 

A vote on the motion was PUT and LOST. 
 
Councillor Testoni suggested MI may have already tested or may be planning to test the 
channel soil to ensure its integrity as part of their infrastructure assessment. 
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of John Kerrigan and Steven Mortlock that the Committee 
ask MI if they have already, or if they have not, would they intend or want to perform 
geotechnical testing in that area to confirm structural integrity. 
 
 
6 OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 

The report was noted. 
 

7 GENERAL BUSINESS   

Mr Gordon advised that the funding application had been submitted for Stage 3 Yoogali 
Levee and Council is awaiting the outcome. 
  

8 NEXT MEETING   

The next meeting of the Floodplain Management Committee is to be held on Thursday, 3 
September 2026 at 2:00 pm. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated at 3:42 pm. 
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DRAFT 
MINUTES 

 
 

LOCAL TRAFFIC FORUM 
HELD IN THE MURRAY ROOM ON 

TUESDAY, 14 JULY 2026 COMMENCING AT 10:35 AM 
 

 

PRESENT  

Councillor Anne Napoli (Chair), Joanne Cheshire (Transport for NSW Representative, via 
Zoom), Kerry Lippold (Member for Murray Representative, via Zoom) 
    

STAFF 

Development & Traffic Coordinator, Greg Balind, Approvals Officer, Kaitlyn McLean and 
Minute Secretary, Jessica Bertacco 

1 APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received from Councillor Tony O'Grady (Councillor - Alternate), Greg 
Minehan (Transport for NSW Representative), Director Infrastructure & Operations, Phil King 
and Engineering Design Coordinator, Jason Carrozza. 
 

2 CONFIRMATION  OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 12 May 2026, having first been circulated 
amongst all members, were confirmed. 
 

3 BUSINESS ARISING 

3.1  Speed Zone Reviews – May 2026 

Mr Balind discussed the status of outstanding speed zone reviews. Ms Cheshire advised 
that the Slopes Road review is progressing through the approval process and that the next 
priority review will commence once it is finalised. Mr Balind will confirm the priority order for 
the remaining speed zone reviews, taking into account roads currently under construction. 
Mr Balind will provide an updated priority list to Transport for NSW. Ms Cheshire confirmed 
that, following final approval, the Slopes Road speed zone will be coordinated for installation 
with Council before the review is closed. 

3.2  Intersection Merrigal Street/Griffin Avenue – May 2026 

Council raised concerns about ongoing crashes at the Merrigal Street and Griffin Avenue 
(Kidman Way) intersection and requested an update on the previously proposed safety 
upgrade, which had been withdrawn from the Safer Roads portal. Mr Balind will provide 
Transport for NSW with previous design information and correspondence for review. Ms 
Cheshire advised that the matter can be assessed through the regional integration process 
and referred to the technical team to investigate potential solutions. 
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4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the meeting during 
consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

There were no pecuniary interests declared. 

Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a significant non-pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the 
meeting during consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a less than significant non-pecuniary interest declaration may stay in the 
meeting and participate in the debate and vote on the matter. 

There were no less than significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

5 ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

CL01 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT - 'SPRINGFEST' AND CITRUS SCULPTURE EVENTS - 
BANNA AVENUE - OCTOBER 2026 

The Committee considered the traffic management plans for the 2026 Spring Fest and Citrus 
Sculptures events. The plans, including temporary road closures, were noted as being 
consistent with previous years and were considered satisfactory. Transport for NSW advised 
that a Road Occupancy Licence (ROL) will be required prior to the event. 
 

CL02 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT - 2026 BIGGEST LAP CAR EVENT  

Mr Balind advised that due to the submission of traffic management by the event organiser 
well beyond the advised submission deadline (5 June 2026) an assessment of the provided 
Traffic Control Plans and Traffic Management Plans had not be undertaken.  The Committee 
deferred consideration of the traffic management arrangements for the 2026 Biggest Lap 
Car Event to the next meeting, pending assessment of the late and incomplete 
documentation and the outstanding documentation being provided in a timely manner. 
Council event staff will continue working with the event organiser to obtain the outstanding 
information before the application is reconsidered. 
 

6 OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 

Biggest Lap Traffic Control – Ongoing  
 
Intersection Hillside Drive/Slopes Road – remains under review. The Transport NSW 
representative advised Slopes Road to the west of Hillside Drive could be considered as a 
minor road with a Stop sign facing eastbound vehicles giving priority to Hillside Drive and 
Slopes Road. Mr Balind advised there are inherent dangers with changing intersection 
priorities – particularly in a 100km/h (soon to be 80km/h) intersection. Council would not be 
in favour of that proposal. The Committee agreed to leave the matter on the Outstanding 
Action Report pending further information, with options including vegetation removal to be 
considered. 
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Speed Zones – The Committee noted the progress of speed zone reviews and agreed that 
the timing of the Mallinson Road and Abattoir Road works will be monitored so the speed 
zone review can be prioritised once construction is complete. 

7 GENERAL BUSINESS   

7.1 Lenehan Road/Banna Avenue  

Mr Balind discussed the Lenehan Avenue/Banna Avenue intersection. Ms Cheshire advised 
the matter has previously been investigated, including CCTV monitoring. Ms Cheshire noted 
that a left-in/left-out treatment had been considered but may simply relocate the safety risk 
and will be referred to the technical team for further investigation, with Council to provide 
additional information on heavy vehicle movements to assist in identifying suitable treatment 
options. 

7.2 Boorga Road and Jones Road intersection 

Mr Balind advised that an assessment is underway for the Boorga Road and Jones Road 
intersection following recent crashes.  

7.3  Intersection at Old Willbriggie Road and Leonard Road  

Mr Balind advise that this intersection will be investigated following a request for a stop sign. 

8 NEXT MEETING   

The next meeting of the Local Traffic Forum is to be held on Tuesday, 11 August 2026 at 
10:30 am. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated at 10:55am. 
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DRAFT MINUTES 

 
 

DISABILITY INCLUSION & ACCESS COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

WEDNESDAY, 17 JUNE 2026 COMMENCING AT 4:00 PM 
 

 

PRESENT  

Councillor Shari Blumer (Chair), Councillor Laurie Testoni, Jodie Ridge (Community 
Representative), Ralph Twaddell (Community Representative), Soheil Derakhshan 
(Community Representative), Lindsay Wickey (Community Representative), Dene Beltrame 
(Community Representative) 
  
Quorum = 3 

STAFF 

Director Economic & Organisational Development, Shireen Donaldson, Director, 
Infrastructure and Operations, Phil King, Urban Strategic Design & Major Projects Manager, 
Peter Badenhorst, Community Development Coordinator, Melissa Canzian, Community 
Development Officer, Viviana Degenkamp, Isis-Rae Ronan, Public Programs Officer and 
Minute Secretary, Antoinette Galluzzo 

Absent: Geoff Tarr (Community Representative) and Marilyn Hams (Community 
Representative) 

1 APOLOGIES  

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Jodie Ridge and Soheil Derakhshan that apologies be 
received from Jaimee Damini (Community Representative), Suzanne Biondo (Community 
Representative), Rocco Catanzariti (Community Representative), Debbie Honeychurch 
(Community Representative) and Project Planner, Melanie Vella.  

 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Soheil Derakhshan and Ralph Twaddell that the minutes 
of the previous meeting held on 1 April 2026, having first been circulated amongst all 
members, be confirmed. 

 

3 BUSINESS ARISING 

Nil.  
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4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the meeting during 
consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

There were no pecuniary interests declared. 

Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a significant non-pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the 
meeting during consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a less than significant non-pecuniary interest declaration may stay in the 
meeting and participate in the debate and vote on the matter. 

There were no less than significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

 

5 ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 
CL01 KURRAJONG LIFESTYLE CHOICES 

Mr King informed the Committee that line marking has been completed, and footpath is 
being constructed. Mr King also highlighted as it is a state road, Transport NSW are the 
authority for speed zones. Ms Ridge to make a submission to Transport NSW in relation to 
the two other requests within the letter. 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Soheil Derakhshan that 
the Committee note the information. 

 
 
CL02 HELEN DALTON MP REQUEST - ACCESSIBILITY AND SAFETY CONCERN IN 
RELATION TO BANNA AVENUE IN GRIFFITH 

Mr King informed the Committee that a review of the disabled parking spaces along Banna 
Avenue has been completed, highlighting that there are 21 parking spaces zoned as 
disabled parking between Jondaryan Avenue and Kookora Street. 

Current disabled parking configuration is considered adequate along Banna Avenue as the 
designs provide direct access from vehicles to raised garden area and crossings, supporting 
flexible movement for users. 
 
Feedback from a recent Council Café indicated that some disabled parking spaces do not 
have access to the centre island. The installation of pram ramps on the corners of the 
islands could create disadvantages, including forcing some users to exit onto the traffic side 
of vehicles or into the flow of traffic. Having additional access paths from disabled parking 
spaces in the centre islands would allow access to the centre island.  
 
CL03 “Feedback from Council Café”, also addresses disabled parking concerns in Banna 
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Avenue. The Committee discussed additional pram ramps in the centre islands.  

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Ralph Twaddell and Lindsay Wickey that:  

Council promote disabled parking spots for wheelchair accessibility in Banna Avenue.  

Council consider the installation of additional ramps adjacent to all disabled parking zones in 
the centre aisle of Banna Avenue and other possible opportunities within Banna Avenue, 
subject to a successful budget bid in the 2027/28 budget. 

 
 
CL03 FEEDBACK FROM COUNCIL CAFE 

Discussed within the previous clause.  

 
 
CL04 EASY READ VERSION DIAP 

Ms Canzian informed the Committee that an easy read version of the Disability, Inclusion 
and Access Plan (DIAP) has been developed and was adopted on the 16 June 2026 in 
conjunction with the full version.  
 
Ms Ridge thanked Council for the successful event held last December “International Day of 
People with Disability”.  
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Lindsay Wickey and Soheil Derakhshan that the 
information be received.   

 
 
CL05 REQUEST FOR DESIGNATED DISABILITY CAR PARKS - DOG PARK - 
COOLAH STREET GRIFFITH 

The Committee received correspondence and a petition from community members 
requesting inclusion of two designated disability car parking spaces at the Coolah Street Dog 
Park to ensure the facility remains accessible, inclusive, and welcoming to all members of 
the community.  
 
In response, Mr King informed the Committee that extensions of the dog park are currently 
being completed, and supported the request of the additional disabled car parking spaces.  
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Dene Beltrame and Jodie Ridge that Council staff 
respond to the authors of the letters and petition, in favour of the request.  

 

7 GENERAL BUSINESS  

7.1 Request for Letter of Support - Audience Development Fund 

Ms Ronan informed the Committee that the Art Gallery is applying for funding through the 
Audience Development Fund through Museums & Galleries of NSW, highlighting the 
valuable opportunity to strengthen accessibility and equity for neurodivergent audiences 
visiting the gallery. 

Mr King left the meeting at 4:51 pm.  
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RECOMMENDED on the motion of Ralph Twaddell and Lindsay Wickey that the Committee 
support the application to Audience Development Fund through Museums & Galleries of 
NSW, by a letter of support.  

Ms Ronan left the meeting at 4:56 pm.  

6 OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 

At the Committee meeting held on 1 April 2026, Councillor Blumer asked when the irrigation 
system is being installed at Lake Wyangan. This was TAKEN ON NOTICE. In response Mr 
Badenhorst stated there have been delays due to the fuel crisis, and is expected to be 
completed within the next 12 months. 
 
Councillor Blumer requested a report be presented to the next Committee meeting in relation 
to the Carers Australia event.  
 
The side gate request at the Community Centre has now been completed, and the 
Committee thanked staff.  
 
At the Committee meeting held on the 19 November 2025 the Committee requested a report 
highlighting options and costings for a standalone Adult Change Facility equipped with a 
hoist and proposed modifications to the Olympic Street Community Centre to allow 
accessibility to the bathroom facilities. In response, Mr Badenhorst stated that the costing for 
a standalone Adult Change Facility equipped with a hoist is $350,000 - $400,000 and the 
modifications to the Olympic Street Community Centre to allow accessibility to the bathroom 
facilities, is not a secure option for a 24-hour bathroom facility as it is not vandal proof, and 
has many operational issues.  
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Lindsay Wickey and Jodie Ridge that the report be 
noted. 

 

8 NEXT MEETING   

The next meeting of the Disability Inclusion & Access Committee is to be held on 
Wednesday, 16 September 2026 at 4:00 pm. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated at 5:12 pm.  
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Griffith City Council NOTICE OF MOTION 
  
TITLE Notice of Motion - Councillor Jenny Ellis  
 
FROM Jenny Ellis, Councillor  
 
TRIM REF 26/87008 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Notice of Motion has been received from Councillor Jenny Ellis on 20 June 2026. Please 
find attached.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:  

(a) Prepare and present to Council a draft policy governing the use of Council-owned 
banner poles and banner infrastructure located within the Griffith CBD, including 
Banna Avenue and other principal streets.  

Ensure the policy includes:  

- Eligibility criteria for organisations seeking to display banners; 

- A clear application, assessment and approval process; 

- Assessment criteria for banner content and messaging; 

- Guidelines that consider community impact and the appropriate use of Council-

owned public infrastructure; 

- Priority arrangements for Council events, civic occasions, significant community 

events and approved promotional campaigns; 

- Duration and timing of banner displays; 

- Responsibilities for banner design, installation, maintenance and removal; 

- A transparent decision-making framework that promotes fairness, consistency 

and equitable access for all applicants. 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM COMMENT 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Notice of Motion - Cr Jenny Ellis - 20 Jun 2026 ⇩  158 
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Griffith City Council NOTICE OF MOTION 
  
TITLE Notice of Motion - Councillor Scott Groat 
 
FROM Scott Groat, Councillor  
 
TRIM REF 26/82634 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Notice of Motion has been received from Councillor Scott Groat on 18 July 2026. Please 
find attached.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Griffith city council has imposed a 32% domestic waste charge increase From $209 
per tonne to $276 per tonne. Given the current and projected economic situation of 
Griffith this increase is unsustainable and needs to be reviewed back to a gradual 
increase of 5% per annum or align with the consumer price index.  

(a) Reduce the 32% domestic waste charge that has been imposed on ratepayers for 
the new financial year to a 5% increase.  

(b) Investigate and present a detailed report back to council on the proposed costs of 
Maintaining and building landfill operations and efficiency measures that can be 
implemented. 

(c) Credit the $55 per tonne over charged on all domestic waste delivered to Griffith 
Landfill by contractors since July 1st 2026. 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM COMMENT 

After consulting with the Office of Local Government on the lawful procedure to amend an 
adopted fee after the commencement of the operational plan, the General Manager has 
determined to seek legal advice regarding the enactment of Section 610F – Public notice of 
fees of the Local Government Act 1993 in conjunction with S372 – Rescinding or altering 
resolutions of the Local Government Act 1993. At the time of printing this Business Paper, 
the sought legal advice has not been received by Council. It is recommended that the Notice 
of Motion be in abeyance until the advice is provided. 

In anticipation of the advice being distributed to Councillors prior to the 28 July 2026 Council 
Meeting, the following information has been provided for the information of Councillors: 

(a) Reduce the 32% domestic waste charge that has been imposed on ratepayers for 
the new financial year to a 5% increase.  

Extract shown below on page 49 of councils adopted 2026/2027 revenue policy shows 
domestic waste charges increasing from $408 per year to $458 per year (12.25% increase). 
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Extract shown below on page 50 of councils adopted 2026/2027 revenue policy shows 
mixed waste charges increasing from $209 per tonne to $276 per tonne (32% increase). 

 

 

 

Forecast revenues in FY26/27 @$276 / tonne = $2,194,119.96 (figures based on FY25/26 
tonnage). 

Proposed revenues at 5% over FY25/26 base in FY26/27 @$219.45 / tonne = 
$1,744,563.86 (figures based on FY25/26 tonnage). 

Forecast financial impact to the FY26/27 budget = $449,556.10. 

(b) Investigate and present a detailed report back to council on the proposed costs of 
maintaining and building landfill operations and efficiency measures that can be 
implemented. 

Management will prepare a report and provide in due course, however the following is 
important to note: 

• The FY26/27 adopted budget will draw down on the entirety of the waste reserve 
balance.  

• The FY26/27 adopted budget will borrow $3.2 million, with annual repayments of 
$212,085 plus other capital operational and reserves costs as required. 

• The adopted FY26/27 long term financial plan signals $15 million capital investment 
over the next 10 years. 

 
(c) Credit the $55 per tonne over charged on all domestic waste delivered to Griffith 

Landfill by contractors since July 1st 2026. 

Clarify that the rebate is intended for commercial mixed waste charges (not domestic waste).  

As such Council can calculate the difference between a previously approved fee and an 
amended fee and bring a detailed report back to Council for consideration, noting applicable 
legislative requirements. 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Notice of Motion - Councillor Scott Groat - 18 July 2026 ⇩  163 

  

  

CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_ExternalAttachments/CO_28072026_AGN_5363_AT_Attachment_34401_1.PDF


NOM05 Attachment (a) Notice of Motion - Councillor Scott Groat - 18 July 2026 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 163 

 

  



NOM05 Attachment (a) Notice of Motion - Councillor Scott Groat - 18 July 2026 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 164 

 

 



 

  Ordinary Meeting of Council | 28 July 2026 165 
 

Griffith City Council NOTICE OF MOTION 
  
TITLE Notice of Motion - Councillor Shari Blumer 
 
FROM Shari Blumer, Councillor  
 
TRIM REF 26/85726 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Notice of Motion has been received from Councillor Shari Blumer on 14 July 2026. Please 
find attached.  
 
This Notice of Motion seeks Council support for a targeted review and amendment of Griffith 
City Council’s Australia Day Awards Policy GOV-CP-401 to recognise the important 
contribution of arts, culture, heritage, creativity and community cultural events within the 
Griffith Local Government Area. 
 
The current policy recognises a range of civic, environmental, community project and 
sporting achievements. It does not currently include a specific arts and cultural category. The 
proposed amendment would add broad, accessible categories that encourage community 
nominations and recognise the contribution of individuals, community groups, organisations 
and events that enrich Griffith’s artistic, cultural and creative life. 
 
The proposed Notice of Motion (NoM) also requests a review of the Griffith City Council 
Australia Day Awards Policy GOV-CP-401 (Awards Policy), last reviewed and endorsed on 
11th October 2022. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1) That Council endorse, in principle, the inclusion of two new Australia Day Awards 
categories: Arts and Cultural Contribution Award; and Arts and Cultural Event of 
the Year. 

2) That the proposed two new categories and the current Awards Policy go on 
public exhibition for community submissions. 

3) That the proposed Awards inclusions and Awards Policy go to a Council 
workshop for discussion. 

4) That Council request the General Manager prepare a report and draft amendments 
to the Australia Day Awards Policy GOV-CP-401 for Council consideration at the 
next appropriate Council meeting. 

REPORT 

Griffith has a strong and diverse creative, cultural and multicultural community. Local arts, 
performance, exhibitions, heritage projects, festivals, cultural celebrations and community 
events contribute to civic pride, wellbeing, tourism, participation and community connection. 

A broad arts and cultural award category would provide a clear way to recognise this 
contribution through the Australia Day Awards program, without limiting recognition to 
professional artists or formal arts organisations. It would also enable nominations for 
community-led initiatives, heritage and history projects, creative education, cultural activities, 
multicultural events, exhibitions, performances and other accessible forms of creative 
participation. 
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The proposed categories are deliberately simple and broad: 

• Arts and Cultural Contribution Award — recognising an individual, community group or 
organisation that has made a significant contribution to the artistic, cultural or creative 
life of the Griffith Local Government Area. 

• Arts and Cultural Event of the Year — recognising an event, exhibition, performance, 
festival or initiative that has enriched the artistic, cultural or creative life of the Griffith 
Local Government Area. 

OPTIONS 

Any Other Resolution of Council 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Notice of Motion proposes a review and amendment of Griffith City Council Australia 
Day Awards Policy GOV-CP-401. Any final amendments would need to be considered by 
Council in accordance with Council’s usual policy review and adoption processes. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The proposed policy review can be undertaken through existing staff resources unless 
Council determines that further consultation, promotion or event-related changes require 
additional funding. Any additional costs associated with promotion, awards, judging or event 
delivery should be addressed in the staff report. 

LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposed amendments should be considered consistently with the Local Government 
Act 1993, Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, Code of Conduct, relevant anti-discrimination 
obligations and Council’s policy framework. 

COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposal may increase community participation in the Australia Day Awards by creating 
a clear and inclusive pathway to recognise arts, cultural, heritage and creative contributions.  

CONSULTATION 

• Council staff report and workshop process as determined by the General Manager. 

• Public exhibition and community submissions. 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM COMMENT 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Notice of Motion - Councillor Shari Blumer - 14 July 2026 ⇩  167 

(b) Attachment to Notice of Motion - Councillor Shari Blumer ⇩  170 
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Griffith City Council NOTICE OF MOTION 
  
TITLE Notice of Motion - Councillor Mark Dal Bon  
 
FROM Mark Dal Bon, Councillor  
 
TRIM REF 26/87426 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Notice of Motion has been received from Councillor Mark Dal Bon on 17 July 2026. Please 
find attached.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Can council adopt a policy. On sinage on billboards and posters and any other visual 
advertisement to the public . That are on council land. Road esment’s land. And 
crown land and all other land in the local L.G.A.that focus on wat can and wat cannot 
be advertised. Eg political and offensive material. And size requirements. 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM COMMENT 

Councils Policy: - CS-CP-305 Advertising Signs Local Policy, addresses signage eligibility 
on private and public land and is endorsed every term by Council and is administered by 
Councils Compliance Team.  

Election signage is governed by Section 184 of the Electoral Act 2017. 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides the overarching legal framework 
of advertisement of signs. Additionally, State Environmental Policy 64 – advertising and 
signage is a state wide policy to ensure signage is compatible with visual character of the 
area.  

Further the Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and Development Control Plan (DCP) include 
frameworks for approval of signage.  

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Notice of Motion - Councillor Mark Dal Bon - 17 July 2026 ⇩  173 
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Griffith City Council OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 
  
TITLE Outstanding Action Report 
 
TRIM REF 25/150112 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Outstanding Action Report ⇩  176 
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