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AGENDA 

 
 

ORDINARY MEETING OF GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL 
TO BE HELD IN GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, 24 FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7:00 PM 
 

 

MEETING NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in the Griffith City 
Council Chambers on Tuesday, 24 February 2026. 

In accordance with Griffith City Council’s Code of Meeting Practice and as permitted under 
the Local Government Act 1993, this meeting will be livestreamed via Facebook and a 
person’s image and / or voice may be broadcast. 

A recording of the livestream will be published on Council’s website for at least 12 months 
after the meeting or for the balance of the Council term, whichever is the longer period. 

Attendance at a Council meeting is to be taken as consent by a person to their image and / 
or voice being livestreamed. 

All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing any 
personal information about another individual without their consent. 

Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments made 
by persons attending meetings – all liability will rest with the individual who made the 
comments. 

No other recording by a video camera, still camera or any other electronic device capable of 
webcasting or recording is permitted without the prior approval of Council.  

 

Mayoral Minutes 

MM01 p3 Notice of Motion Received From Councillor Shari Blumer - Draft 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
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Griffith City Council MAYORAL MINUTE 
  
CLAUSE MM01 
 
TITLE Notice of Motion Received From Councillor Shari Blumer - Draft Motions 

for Consideration - National General Assembly (NGA) - Australian Local 
Government Association 

 
FROM Doug Curran, Mayor  
 
TRIM REF 26/19381 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Shari Blumer at 12:07pm on Tuesday 17 
February 2026. As motions for the NGA must be submitted online by Friday, 27 February 
2026, this Notice of Motion is being presented to Council as a Mayoral Minute at the 24 
February 2026 Council Meeting for consideration. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council endorse the following motions to be submitted for inclusion in the National General 
Assembly - Australian Local Government Association - to be held in Canberra 23 – 25 June 
2026: 
 
1. Impacts of population growth on water allocations:  

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government and Murray-

Darling Basin Authority, as part of the 2026 Murray-Darling Basin Plan Review, 

to model and consider the impacts of population growth on consumptive water 

requirements within the Basin, including for communities, irrigators and 

industry, in light of the risk of reduced flows due to climate change. 

 

National objective 

 

This motion supports National Objective 9 – Climate Change and National Objective 4 

– Roads and Infrastructure.   

 

Key arguments / background 

 

Climate Change is expected to reduce flows within the Murray-Darling Basin, putting 

further pressure on water use.  That risk will be compounded by population growth 

within the Basin, as more water users compete for fewer resources.  The Murray-

Darling Basin Authority is currently undertaking a review of the Murray-Darling Basin 

Plan.  It is critical that the interrelated impacts of population growth and climate change 

be modelled when reviewing the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, to enable all tiers of 

government to focus on appropriate climate change adaptation infrastructure, 

particularly in relation to alternative water sources and efficiency measures for town 

water. 

 
2. Objects of the Water Act 2007 (Cth) and purpose of the Murray-Darling Basin 

Plan:  

This National General Assembly calls upon the Australian Government and 

Murray-Darling Basin Authority, as part of the 2026 Murray-Darling Basin Plan 
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Review, to amend the Water Act 2007 (Cth) and regulations to prescribe further 

international agreements / treaties relevant to the management of Basin water 

resources, in particular those relating to clean drinking water and critical human 

water needs, in order to broaden the objects of the Water Act 2007 (Cth) and 

purpose of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. 

 

National objective 

This motion supports National Objective 9 – Climate Change and National Objective 4 
– Roads and Infrastructure.   

Key arguments / background 

Climate Change is expected to reduce flows within the Murray-Darling Basin, putting 
further pressure on water use.  That risk will be compounded by population growth 
within the Basin, as more water users compete for fewer resources.  The Murray-
Darling Basin Authority is currently undertaking a review of the Murray-Darling Basin 
Plan.  The focus of the Water Act 2007 (Cth) is environmental management of 
international recognised wetlands, being the constitutional basis for the legislation 
pursuant to the Commonwealth foreign affairs power and internationally ratified 
wetland preservation treaties.  As part of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan Review, the 
objects of the Act must be genuinely broadened, to properly take into account forecast 
town water use, including drinking water.  To that end, it is submitted that the Act and 
regulations should prescribe further international agreements / treaties relevant to 
clean drinking water and critical human water needs.  This would enable a greater 
focus on appropriate climate change adaptation infrastructure, particularly in relation to 
alternative water sources and efficiency measures for town water. 

3. Water buybacks:  

This National General Assembly calls upon the Australian Government and 

Murray-Darling Basin Authority, as part of the 2026 Murray-Darling Basin Plan 

Review, to amend the Water Act 2007 (Cth) to exclude any further environmental 

water recovery by way of water buy-backs, until such time as Sustainable 

Development Limit Adjustment Mechanism projects are delivered in full, 

particularly those relating to constraints and the Enhanced Environmental Water 

Delivery (EEWD) project. 

 
National objective 

This motion supports National Objective 9 – Climate Change and National Objective 4 
– Roads and Infrastructure.   

Key arguments / background 

Approximately 30 percent of water within the Murray-Darling Basin has now been 
recovered for environmental use.  A large part of that water has been recovered 
through water buybacks, with a 450 GL buyback scheme currently underway.  A 
further 605 GL of water could also be recovered by way of water buybacks, if 
Sustainable Development Adjustment Mechanism (SDLAM) projects are not delivered 
by December 2026.  Water buybacks impose significant impacts on Basin 
communities, by permanently removing water from productive use.  As part of the 
Murray Darling Basin Authority’s 2026 review into the Murray-Darling Basin Plan 
Review it has already stated in its Early Insights paper that it is time to move beyond a 
‘just add water’ mentality when trying to improve environmental health.  In addition to 
integrated catchment management, what is required is an investment in knowhow and 
expertise in how to use existing water allocations more effectively.  That is what 
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SDLAM projects do, which must be properly resourced and implemented, before 
further water buybacks are considered. 

REPORT 

Refer to attachment. 
 

OPTIONS 

Any other resolution of Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Policy or regulatory breach has no impact. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Limited adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 2.1 Develop and maintain partnerships with 
community, government and non-government agencies to benefit our community.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Shari Blumer ⇩  6 

(b) 2026 NGA Discussion Paper ⇩  9 

CO_24022026_AGN_5353_AT_SUP_ExternalAttachments/CO_24022026_AGN_5353_AT_SUP_Attachment_32631_1.PDF
CO_24022026_AGN_5353_AT_SUP_ExternalAttachments/CO_24022026_AGN_5353_AT_SUP_Attachment_32631_2.PDF
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