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AGENDA 

 
 

AIRPORT COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD IN THE MURRAY ROOM ON 
WEDNESDAY, 4 JUNE 2025 AT 5:00 PM 

 

 
1 Apologies 

2 Confirmation of Minutes 

3 Business Arising 

4 Declarations of Interest 

5 Items of Business 

CL01 p5 Induction of Committee Members - Mandatory 

CL02 p14 Alleged Improper Lease Usage 

CL03 p36 Airport Masterplan 

6 p63 Outstanding Action Report  

7 General Business  

8 Next Meeting 

 
DISTRIBUTION LIST  
Councillor Christine Stead (Chair), Councillor Tony O'Grady, Councillor Anne Napoli, Garry Harriman 
(Community Representative), Jason Gordon (Community Representative), Michael Borg (Community 
Representative), Peter Little (Community Representative), Robert Ryan (Community Representative), Roslyn 
Frawley (Community Representative) 
 
Director Sustainable Development, Joe Rizzo; Urban Strategic Design & Major Projects Manager, Peter 
Badenhorst; Airport Facility Coordinator, Graham Slingsby and Minute Secretary, Joanne Bollen 

 
Quorum = 3 
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting please notify the Minute Secretary prior to commencement of the meeting 
by email or by telephoning Council on 1300 176 077. 
 
This Committee meeting may be attended remotely and recorded by audio or audio-visual means for 
administrative purposes. No other recording is permitted. 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Griffith City Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people as the traditional owners and custodians of 
the land and waters, and their deep knowledge embedded within the Aboriginal community.  
 
Council further pays respect to the local Wiradjuri Elders, past, present and those emerging, for whom 
we acknowledge have responsibilities for the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational 
practices of the local Wiradjuri people. 
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MINUTES 

 
 

AIRPORT COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE MURRAY ROOM ON 

WEDNESDAY, 26 MARCH 2025 COMMENCING AT 5:02PM 
 

 

PRESENT  

Councillor Christine Stead (Chair), Councillor Tony O'Grady, Councillor Anne Napoli, Garry 
Harriman (Community Representative), Jason Gordon (ZOOM) (Community 
Representative), Michael Borg (Community Representative), Peter Little (Community 
Representative), Robert Ryan (Community Representative), Roslyn Frawley (Community 
Representative) 
  
Quorum = 3 

STAFF 

Director Sustainable Development, Joe Rizzo, Urban Strategic Design & Major Projects 
Manager, Peter Badenhorst and Minute Secretary, Joanne Bollen 

1 APOLOGIES  

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Tony O’Grady and Michael Borg that an 
apology be received from Councillor Anne Napoli and Airport Facility Coordinator, Graham 
Slingsby. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

There were no pecuniary interests declared. 

Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 
 

3 ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

CL01 INDUCTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS - MANDATORY 

An overview of the Committee induction process which Committee members may access on 
the Council website was provided. Committee members are required to read the Code of 
Conduct policy and procedures, Code of Meeting Practice policy, Statements to the Media 
Policy, Social Media Policy, Information Protection Principles and Child Safe policy. 
Committee members are also required to complete the online policy acknowledgment form. 
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A more in-depth explanation in relation to the requirement to declare any Conflicts of Interest 
will be covered in the next Committee meeting. 
 
CL02 TERMS OF REFERENCE 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Tony O’Grady and Roslyn Frawley that the 
Committee adopt the Terms of Reference attached to the report. 
 
CL03 PROPOSED MEETING DATES 2025 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Tony O’Grady and Jason Gordon that the 
Committee note the proposed meeting dates for 2025, the dates being: 
 

• Wednesday, 4 June 2025; 

• Wednesday, 27 August 2025; 

• Wednesday, 26 November 2025. 
 
 

4 GENERAL BUSINESS   

4.1 Airport Masterplan 

Director Sustainable Development, Joe Rizzo, informed the Committee that the Council 
currently has budget allocated to develop an Airport Masterplan. The Masterplan will 
address various elements, including leases and security upgrades. The current version of 
the Masterplan will be emailed to Committee members for their review and the matter to be 
discussed at the next Committee meeting. 

4.2 Leases and Leaseholders 

Several items were raised regarding leases and leaseholders. The items were as follows: 

• Committee members expressed a preference for 5-year lease terms over 12-month 
leases. 

• The availability of leases was discussed, noting that there are currently no leases 
available, and concerns were raised about leases not being used for aviation 
purposes, such as hangars being used for storage. 

• Work Health and Safety (WH&S) issues at the hangars were highlighted. 

• The issue of off-lead dogs at the aerodrome was raised, with concerns about the risk 
to the public and potential Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) compliance issues. 
 

Garry Harriman arrived at the meeting, the time being 6:30pm. 
 

5 MATTERS TO BE DEALT WITH BY CLOSED COMMITTEE   

CC01 GRIFFITH AIRPORT PAID CARPARKING 

Urban Strategic Design & Major Projects Manager, Peter Badenhorst presented an overview 
of the proposal for implementing paid parking at Griffith Regional Airport. Council has 
obtained quotes from three suppliers for two ticketless parking systems and various lane 
configurations. 

Funds for the installation of the ticketless parking system have been allocated in the 2024/25 
budget. 

The Committee discussed the proposal and noted the following items for further 
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consideration: 

• A review of emergency access to the airport. 
• Implementation of parking restrictions outside the airport to protect parking 

availability for nearby businesses and to prevent parking on verges. 
• A review of walkways and all accessibility requirements. 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Tony O’Grady and Michael Borg that the 
licence plate recognition ticketless parking system with 3 lanes with the card only system be 
approved. 
 
SMT COMMENT: The Griffith Airport Paid Parking Project has been workshopped with 
Councillors on several occasions. A workshop held Tuesday, 4 March 2025 requested that 
this item be referred to the Airport Committee for consideration and recommendation to 
Council. 
 
Should Council endorse to accept the recommendations in these minutes, inclusive of CC01 
Griffith Airport Paid Carparking, staff will obtain updated quotations for the cost to implement 
the ticketless parking system. Options will also be investigated for the parking fees at the 
airport. A report will be presented to the next meeting of the Committee following the 
adoption of the 2025/26 budget. It is anticipated that this procurement process will be via 
public tender. 
 

6 NEXT MEETING   

The next meeting of the Airport Committee is to be held on Wednesday, 4 June 2025 at 
5:00pm. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated at 6:58pm. 
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL01 
 
TITLE Induction of Committee Members - Mandatory 
 
FROM Joanne Bollen, Governance Officer  
 
TRIM REF 25/61769 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Community members appointed to Council Committees are required to undertake the 
Committee Induction process as outlined in this report. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee members note the Committee Induction requirements and complete 
induction process outlined in this report. 

REPORT 

Members appointed to Council Committees are required to undertake the Committee 
Induction process as outlined below: 
 
Mandatory Induction Requirements: 

Step 1:  Read the following Policies and Information on the Committee Webpage _ 
Committee Member Induction  

• Code of Conduct Policy 

• Model Code of Conduct at a Glance Committee Members & Delegates 

• Code of Meeting Practice Policy 

• Statements to the Media Policy 

• Social Media Policy  

• Information Protection Principles 

• Child Safe Policy and Code of Conduct 
  

Step 2: Complete the online Committee Acknowledgment of Policies Form after reading the 
above policies. 
 
Conflicts of Interest 

Your obligations to disclose and manage conflicts of interest that arise in your role will 
depend on what type of conflict of interest you have. Part 4 & 5 of the Code of Conduct 
policy describes Committee members’ responsibilities for declaring Pecuniary and Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interests.  
 
Conflicts of interest forms may be filled in on-line prior to the meeting or completed in writing 
at the meeting.  

https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Council/Governance-and-transparency/Council-Committees
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Council/Governance-and-transparency/Council-Committees
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-KDP-32-26-87
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-XEM-47-31-13
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-YBB-57-42-23
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-WMG-17-68-42
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-PIE-54-48-20
https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Fact_Sheet_IPPs_for_agencies_May_2020.pdf
https://forms.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Forms/CAGP
https://forms.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Forms/ConflictofInterests
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Gift and Benefits Register 

Part 6 of the Code of Conduct policy deals with gifts and benefits and outlines requirements 
for Committee members to submit a Gift and Benefits form. 
 
Terms of Reference 

The Terms of Reference for a Council Committee outline its purpose, structure, and 
operational guidelines, including its objectives, membership composition, meeting 
procedures, roles and responsibilities, decision-making authority and reporting obligations. 
They define how the Committee functions within the Council structure, ensuring clarity on 
delegation limits and governance requirements. 
 
Agenda Items 

Committee Secretary will confer with the Chair and responsible Director regarding Agenda 
items. Should Committee members wish to raise a matter as part of the Agenda, they may 
email the Committee Secretary 2 weeks before the meeting date.  

Alternatively, matters may be raised for discussion during General Business. 
 
Committee Recommendation Process 

 
 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of strategic planning, policies, procedures and service standards.  

Committee makes 
Recommendations

Committee 
Minutes presented 

to Council

Council decision to 
adopt/not adopt 

Committee 
Recommendations

Staff implement 
adopted 

Recommendations

https://forms.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Forms/IMFO109
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ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Model Code of Conduct at a Glance ⇩  8 
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL02 
 
TITLE Alleged Improper Lease Usage 
 
FROM Graham Slingsby, Airport Facility Coordinator  
 
TRIM REF 25/61951 
 

 
SUMMARY 

As per the previous Airport Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 26 March 2025 – an 
item was raised in General Business, 4.2 Leases and Leaseholders, regarding existing 
leases/hangers at the Griffith Aerodrome not being used for aviation purposes. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

All lease holders at the Griffith Regional Aerodrome are to be formally reminded, in 
writing, of their obligations as outlined in the terms of their signed leases. 

“That the Lessee will not without consent, use the premises otherwise than for the 
provision of hangars and parking of aircraft, the overhaul, maintenance, repair, 
manufacture and storage of aircraft, including aircraft engines, aircraft instruments, 
parts and spares and for the conduct of the business of aerial agricultural operations 
and the storage and supply of fuel and material associated therewith or for such other 
purposes as the Lessor may approve in writing.” 

REPORT 

It has been alleged by a number of lease holders at Griffith Regional Aerodrome that other 
Aerodrome lease holders are not using their hangar facilities for aviation purposes. This is 
not in accordance with the lessee’s signed Covenants contained under the Conveyancing 
Act 1919. 

Examples of improper lease usage may include (but not limited to) using a leased premises 
for the purpose of non-aviation-related storage facility, the conduct of non-aviation-related 
business activities and the storage of undeclared hazardous substances. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report has no relevance to the Council’s Strategic Plan. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Registered Lease Redacted ⇩  15 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL03 
 
TITLE Airport Masterplan 
 
FROM Joanne Bollen, Governance Officer  
 
TRIM REF 25/59395 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Council currently has budget allocated to develop an Airport Masterplan. The Masterplan will 
address various elements, including leases and security upgrades. 
 
The current Airport Masterplan is attached for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the information be received. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Airport Masterplan ⇩  37 
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Part 1 Master Plan
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1 INTRODUCTION
Airports Plus Pty Ltd was commissioned by the Griffith City Council to undertake a 
study to produce a new Master Plan for Griffith Airport with a 10 year planning 
horizon.

A consultant’s brief was prepared for the project and included the following 
objectives:

 The location of the proposed new terminal;
 The proposed expansion and layout of the car park;
 Expansion requirements of the main apron;
 A possible extension of runway 06/24
 Extensions to the existing taxiway system, including the provision of a parallel 

taxiway;
 Relocation of the Primary Wind Indicator;
 The establishment of a dedicated helicopter area, including parking areas;
 GA parking requirements, including facilities for the air ambulance;
 Identification of possible aviation and non-aviation related lease areas;
 The extension of Aerodrome Road to meet Rifle Range Road; 
 Develop an Australian Noise Exposure Forecast; and
 Identify any other infrastructure requirements.

The methodology used to achieve the objectives included:

 An inspection of Griffith Airport including an overview of all infrastructure;

 Consultation with all key stakeholders including community representatives to 
ascertain current and future business and community developments and 
expectations;

 Interviews with all major aircraft operators based at Griffith Airport to collect 
data on the type of aircraft being operated, the number of movements of their 
current aircraft and future aircraft types that may be introduced;

 Interview with the current RPT operator (Regional Express) to collect data on 
future aircraft types and operations;

 Collection of data regarding other RPT aircraft operations (eg., Virgin Blue)

 Collection of data regarding itinerant aircraft and helicopter operations;

 Correlation of all data collected and the preparation of a draft ANEF report 
and plan for endorsement by Council;

 Submission of the final ANEF report and plan for endorsement by Airservices 
Australia;

 Preparation of a draft Land Use Strategy and Master Plan for the Airport site
specifically addressing the above criteria;

 Submission of the draft Master Plan report and discussions with Council
officers; and

 Submission of the final Master Plan report.

The central goal of this report is to produce a strategic airport planning document that 
considers the future development of the site with a planned and logical development 
strategy.  The emphasis of this document is on making allowance for aviation growth, 
and protecting the airport from external developments that may otherwise impact on 
aircraft operations, while also maximising the use of the site for non-aviation 
activities.  
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The importance of the Master Planning process was further emphasised during the 
drafting of this report with the NSW Minister of Transport declaring that the air 
transport route between Griffith and Sydney to be a deregulated route as from 30 
March 2008.  This declaration opens up the Griffith/Sydney air transport route to 
competition.

A number of reports were reviewed that had been prepared by Council, relating to 
the future development and operation of the airport.  These reports were:

 Griffith Airport Master Plan, Airport Planning Pty Ltd, 1989

 Griffith Airport Development Strategy, Rehbein AOS Airport Consulting, 2005

 Griffith Airport Business Plan 2006/2012, Airports Plus Pty Ltd, 2006

2 MASTER PLAN REPORT STRUCTURE
This report comprises two separate parts in line with the objectives and methodology 
listed above.  Each of the parts has been written as stand alone documents so that 
they can be used independently for planning and other purposes.

The parts are:

 Griffith Airport Master Plan – prepared by Airports Plus Pty Ltd and SEMF Pty 
Ltd: and

 Australian Noise Exposure Forecast 2018 -  prepared by VIPAC Engineers 
and Scientists Ltd

3 AVIATION TERMINOLOGY USED IN THIS REPORT
The aviation industry uses a number of abbreviations and terms that are defined in 
the list below.

General Aviation (GA) is defined as all aviation activity at civil airports other than 
Regular Public Transport (RPT) by international and domestic airlines.  GA is divided 
into a number of sectors that include air charter, private and corporate flying, local 
flying, pilot training and aerial work.  Pilot training and aerial work dominate total GA 
hours flown in Australia.  Helicopter operations are also normally classified as GA.

Regular Public Transport (RPT) is a term used to define a scheduled airline service
that is available to the general public.

ACN Aircraft Classification Number

AEP Aerodrome Emergency Plan

ARFL Aeroplane Reference Field Length

CASA Civil Aviation Safety Authority

GPS Global Positioning System

INM Integrated Noise Model

MTOW Maximum Take-off Weight

PAL Pilot Activated Lighting

PCN Pavement Classification Number

VOR Visual Omni Range radio beacon
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4 AVIATION PLANNING CRITERIA

4.1 Aerodrome Reference Code

The Aerodrome Reference Code is a planning reference based on the characteristics 
of the aeroplane determined as the critical aeroplane for an aerodrome.

The “critical aeroplane” is defined by CASA as “the aeroplane, or aeroplanes, … 
[that] … the aerodrome is intended to serve as having the most demanding 
operational requirements with respect to the determination of movement area 
dimensions, pavement bearing strength and other physical characteristics in the 
design of [an] aerodrome…”

Once the critical aeroplane has been determined the aerodrome facilities can be 
designed and built to meet those characteristics.  

At Griffith Airport a Fokker F27 was most likely the critical aeroplane that the facilities 
were designed for.  This aeroplane is not now operated in Australia and it will be 
necessary to determine a new “critical” aeroplane in the following sections of the 
Master Plan.

The following table indicates the size of aircraft that determine the Aerodrome 
Reference Code and is copied from CASA’s Manual of Standards Part 139 (Chapter 
2) which contains the Australian standards for aerodromes.

Table 1 – Aerodrome Reference Code

The F27 was a code 3C aeroplane.

4.2 Selected Critical Aircraft

As the F27 does not now operate in Australia it is necessary to determine a new 
“critical aeroplane” for Griffith Airport so that appropriate allowances may be made in 
the Master Plan to accommodate it.

The current SAAB aeroplanes being operated by Regional Express have a significant 
requirement for runway length, but they must also be compared with other 
aeroplanes providing RPT services, such as the Boeing 737, Airbus A320 and the 
Embraer E170.
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The majority of passenger operations into regional centres in Australia have been 
serviced by turbo prop aircraft with a seating capacity up to 50.  The two common 
aircraft are Dash 8 and the SAAB 340.  Recently Virgin has begun introducing 
Embraer E170 jet aircraft, with seating for 78 passengers, onto Regional services.

There are many business aircraft used in Australia but the ones that currently 
operate into Griffith Airport are the Canadair Challenger 604 used by the RAAF to 
transport Federal Parliamentarians within Australia.  Cessna Citation/Learjet or
similar are used by many businesses to transport their senior management within 
Australia.

Aeroplane manufacturers provide operational information that allows aerodrome 
planners to allow for specific aeroplanes, and also allows aeroplane operators to 
determine the suitability of an aerodrome for an aeroplane.  The information provided 
includes:

 The Aerodrome Reference Field Length (ARFL) which is used to determine
the runway length required.  The ARFL is determined for operations on a flat 
paved runway at sea level in standard atmospheric conditions and zero wind.  
Multiplying factors have been determined by CASA to allow for variations in 
the above conditions, so that a required runway length can be determined.  
The length is also subject to commercial and financial considerations as an 
aeroplane can operate with a reduced carrying capacity.  

 The Aeroplane Classification Number (ACN) which is a number that 
expresses the relative effect of the aeroplane on a pavement for a specified 
subgrade category.  This number should match the runway’s Pavement 
Classification Number (PCN) so that the aeroplane’s operation does not
cause any structural deterioration to the runway.

 The Wing Span and Outer Main Gear Wheel Span which are used to 
determine the aeroplanes code number (see above) which determines the 
physical characteristics of the aerodrome.

A comparison of the various aeroplane types that have been considered is shown in 
the following table.  From this comparison, Code 3C aircraft, such as the SAAB 340 
and the Embraer E170, have been determined as the aeroplane size to provide a 
high quality service to the Griffith community.  Furthermore, the Embraer E170 is the 
only jet RPT aeroplane with greater than 50 seat capacity likely to be operated in 
Regional Australia within the next 20 years.

Aeroplane Ref 
Code

ARFL* MTOW (kg) Seating 
Capacity

Jet Aeroplanes

Boeing 737 - 400 4C 2499 63,083 129

Airbus A320 4C 2058 72,000 150

Embraer E170 3C 1547 35.990 78

Turbo Prop Aeroplanes

Dash 8 – 300 2C 1122 18,642 50

SAAB 340 3C 1220 12,371 34

Challenger 604 3B 1780 21,500 12

Fokker F27-500 3C 1670 20,412 60

Table 2 – Comparison of aircraft operating characteristics

The ARFL must be adjusted for the specific characteristics of an aerodrome, 
including for its altitude and average temperature.  For example, the corrections for 
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the altitude and temperature of Griffith results in a runway length requirement of 1700 
m for the Embraer E170.

As can be seen from the above comparison, the Embraer E170 requires similar 
aerodrome characteristics as the Fokker F27 and has a carrying capacity of 78 
passengers in a jet RPT aeroplane.  It is also the “critical” aeroplane as it has …” the 
most demanding operational requirements with respect to the determination of 
movement area dimensions, pavement bearing strength…” that can be 
accommodated with minimal alterations to the Griffith Airport infrastructure.

The adoption of a Code 4C aircraft, such as the Boeing 737, as the critical, or design, 
aircraft has the following site restrictions which are discussed in more detail in 
Section 4.3 below and depicted on Figure 1in Section 9:

 There will be no area available within the serviced sites for aviation 
developments;

 Existing buildings will have to be demolished, including the current terminal 
and some of the buildings occupied by the agricultural operators, including the 
larger ones;

 Height restrictions will need to be placed on adjoining properties to the north 
of the airport, which may require land acquisitions;

 The aircraft pavements will require strengthening and widening.  This will 
equate to the construction of a new runway, taxiway and apron to replace the 
existing pavements; and

 The terminal precinct will be restricted between the Golf Course and the 
runway strip area so that there will be limited aircraft parking available.

The passenger numbers that were being achieved when the Rex service to 
Melbourne was operating of about 100,000 annually (50,000 arrivals and 50,000 
departures) can be carried on 5 Boeing 737services per week, or one per day 
Monday to Friday only.  This level of service will not provide the level of service that 
the community rightfully expects.  The end result will be that the passengers will find 
a more convenient mode of travel with a possible loss of all air services.  
Furthermore, there is no indication of current or future air freight opportunities to 
warrant the introduction of the larger aircraft. 

The cost to introduce a Code 4C aircraft is estimated to be similar to the cost of a 
new airport on a green field site large enough to accommodate all the operational 
requirements.

Accordingly, Code 3C has been adopted as the design aeroplane standard for the 
future of Griffith Airport.

4.3 Determining Runway Operational Requirements

A runway is required to be a specified width and be surrounded by a runway strip of a 
specified dimension, have runway end safety areas (RESA) at each end and to have 
a series of Obstacle Limitation Surfaces, primarily based on a specified baseline at 
either end of the runway.  CASA provides standards for these characteristics in its 
Manual of Standards Part 139 – Aerodromes (Chapter 6).  They are summarised in 
the following table for both Code 3C and 4C aeroplanes allowing for a non-precision 
instrument approach (GPS approach).
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Code 3C aeroplane Code 4C aeroplane

Runway width 30 m 45 m

Total runway strip width 150 m 300 m

Length of runway end 
safety area

90 m 90 m

Inner edge width of 
approach surface

150 m 300 m

Slope of the first section 
of the Approach Surface

3.33% 2.0%

Inner edge width of 
takeoff surface

180 m 180 m

Table 3 – Summary of Code 3C and 4C Physical Requirements

A code 3C aircraft also requires that similar Obstacle Limitation Surfaces (OLS) must 
be protected, however they originate closer to the runway centreline and, therefore, 
have a lesser impact on the surrounding environment.

The critical OLS on an airport is the transitional surface, which commences at the 
edge of the runway strip (75 m from the runway centreline for code 3C aeroplanes) 
and slopes upwards and outward at a gradient of 14.3% (1 in 7) until it intersects the 
Inner Horizontal Surface at a height of 45 m above the aerodrome.  The following 
diagram depicts the Transitional Surface in relation to the runway centreline.

The runway length is also determined by the length available between an obstacle 
free Approach Surface at either end of the airport property.  With allowances for a 
Code 3 non-precision instrument approach to either end of runway 06/24, providing a 
final approach gradient of 3.33%, a maximum runway length of 2,080 m is available 
due to terrain obstacles both east and west of the airport.  The OLS and the terrain 
obstacles are shown on Figure 3 in Section 9.

The alignments of the two runways would have been based on the prevailing winds 
and have been chosen to provide at least 95% useability.  The current data available 
from the Bureau of Meteorology, and the property boundaries, indicates that there is 
no reason to realign the runways.

A future runway of 2,080 m in the 06/24 alignment will be protected to allow for a
future Embraer E190 RPT operation.  There is no requirement to extend the 18/36 
runway which can only be used by light GA aircraft during strong northerly winds.
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Regional Express advised, by email, during the consultation process that the SAAB 
operations require an additional 200 m of runway pavement; a total of 1,700 m.  This 
should be considered as a Stage 1 extension to the runway.

Length of 
Runway 
(metres)

Width of 
Runway 
(metres)

Company Utilising
Aircraft Type

Griffith Airport -
current runway

1500 30

SAAB 340 
(currently in use at 
Griffith Airport)

1700 30 Regional Express

Embraer E170 1700 30 Virgin

Embraer E190 2080 45 Virgin

Boeing 737 2499 45 Qantas, Virgin

Airbus A-320 2058 45 Jetstar

Max runway length 
available

2080

Table 4 – Summary of aircraft and runway requirements
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5 EXISTING FACILITIES

Terminal Building

In previous planning exercises the current location of the terminal was considered 
adequate as Regional Express was servicing the airport with the SAAB 340 (twin 
propellers). Planning was underway to undertake major extensions to the terminal 
building to accommodate the passenger loads being experienced at Griffith airport. 

However with the suspension of the Melbourne service Council is now investigating 
the possibility of attracting other airlines to Griffith. With this in mind this Master Plan
has been developed with the Embraer E170 used as the design aircraft for planning 
infrastructure requirements at Griffith Airport.

With the introduction of jet services, 100% screening of passengers and baggage will 
have to take place, at an estimated cost of $4 million for the screening equipment 
alone.  As such space requirements in terms of screening equipment and sterile 
areas will need to be considered.  Further staff amenities required for the increased 
staff levels that will be required to undertake this operation will also need to be 
considered. The total cost of a Terminal and the required screening equipment is 
likely to be in the order of $7,000,000.
Generally, while the Terminal provides shelter and limited facilities for current 
passengers it does not provide an appropriate image for the Griffith community and 
will not facilitate the introduction of jet passenger services.  Therefore, if jet RPT 
services commence, it is recommended that a new Terminal Building be constructed.

Runways, Taxiways and Aprons

The current runway 06/24 is 1503 m long and 30 m wide, fitted with a Pilot Activated 
Airport Lighting Control System.  If jet RPT services are introduced a Visual 
Approach Slope Indicator system will need to be installed.  It is estimated that to 
install a Precision Approach Path Indicator lighting system, which meets the current 
CASA standards would cost in the order of $100,000.  A new lighting system, which 
will be required when the runway is extended, will be in the order of $600,000.

The cost of extending the 30 m wide runway to a total length of 1700 m. has been 
estimated at $500,000.

The current runway 18/36 is a 600 m long and 18 m wide grass runway, provided for 
light aircraft operating predominantly in strong northerly winds.  It is proposed that 
this runway be retained in its current form.

The capacity of the current runway configuration is much greater than the number of 
aircraft movements and therefore there is no need to calculate the busiest peak hour 
or forecast the busiest peak hour for the next 10-15 years.  The current runway 
configuration has the capacity of over 100,000 aircraft movements per annum and 
would be greater with the addition of the parallel taxiway.

The existing taxiways are adequate for the current and any foreseeable RPT aircraft 
operations.  

The main apron is suitable in size for two SAAB sized aircraft (wing span of 22 m) but 
would have to be extended to park two aircraft if one was to be an Embraer E170 
with a 26 m wing span, at an estimated cost of $200,000.  

The parking for general aviation aircraft is well serviced with prepared parking areas 
and Council provided tie down facilities.  

There is currently no dedicated facility provided for helicopters.
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Access Roads

The current access road is Remembrance Drive from the Griffith CBD area.  There 
are no sealed access roads to facilitate access from the Lake Wyangan residential 
areas to the north or from the growing Collina area to the east.  The Collina and Lake 
Wyangan areas have been identified in Council’s Growth Strategy 2030 as future 
residential development areas for Griffith and should have ready access to the 
airport.

There is an unsealed road that provides some access to and from the residential 
areas to the west. 

Services
The current services are provided to the terminal building and to the other buildings 
that currently occupy the site.  The services provided are water, power and 
telecommunications.  Each building has its own septic tank system if it has toilets 
installed.

Drainage

The airport and the hills to the south of the airport drain through a culvert that passes 
under the runway just to the east of the Terminal building.  The large catchment area 
and the restricted drainage system results in flooding of the Terminal Building and 
restricts development of the site.  The catchment area is shown on Figure 2 in 
Section 9.

Council is negotiating with the Department of Natural Resources to develop a flood 
mitigation study for the area in which the airport is located.  The study may 
recommend the construction of flood retention basins, and provision has been made 
for one up stream of the runway.

GCC has advised that the existing terminal building has been flooded in the past 
during rainfall events and that this can be a regular occurrence. The magnitude of 
rainfall event that causes flooding of the building and car park area has not been 
evaluated. As the current terminal building is prone to flooding, it is recommended 
that the floor level of the future terminal building is set above the 1 in 100 year flood 
level.

Other Buildings
There are numerous other buildings erected on the airport to service the various 
aviation activities.

Non Aviation Commercial
The only non-aviation activity on the airport is an agricultural lease for grazing and a 
small area leased for the conversion of the lees from wine making into cattle feed 
and compost.

Environment
Evaporation Ponds
Each of the agricultural aviation operators has an evaporation pond to contain the 
waste materials from each day's spraying operations.  The waste consists of the 
aircraft tank residue and water.  The ponds were apparently clay lined, however this 
study did not confirm the integrity of the ponds, nor did it analyse the cocktail of 
chemicals that the ponds may contain.  The odours from the ponds are noticeable in 
the Terminal area.
The plan makes provision for the construction of a new wash down bay and 
evaporation pond. 
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Remnant Forest
There are two areas of remnant forest located either side of the runway across the 
middle of the airport.  The plan makes provision for the protection of these areas.  
Further study may be required to identify their environmental significance.  
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6 DEVELOPMENT TRIGGERS
Master Plans usually include aviation activity forecasts; however these generally 
prove to be unreliable tools to predict capital expenditure and facility development.  A 
more realistic method is to identify trigger points and to base capital expenditure on 
normal financial measures, such as return on investment, through negotiations with 
the users who may ultimately fund the expansion and/or on a commercial basis.  As 
an example of this, over the previous twelve months, GA traffic has almost ceased 
due to the drought and the RPT traffic has changed by 50% due to the introduction, 
and the subsequent cessation, of the Griffith/Melbourne service; these changes have 
had an impact on the operations of the airport and were not predicted.

Therefore the triggers for expansion should be:

 Runway – Stage 1: Regional Express currently requires an additional 200 m 
of runway pavement to enable operations in summer without sacrificing 
payload. Any extension of the runway will require an upgrade of the airport 
lighting system.  This will also enable the Embraer E170 to operate flights of 
about 1 hour duration (eg, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide) from 
Griffith Airport.

 Runway - Stage 2: Extend the runway to 2100 m.  This will be demand driven 
to enable aircraft such as the Embraer E170 to operate to its maximum range.  
This extension will be based on financial and “level of service” considerations.  
It is high unlikely that such an extension will be required in the period of this 
Master Plan.

 Taxiway: Will be driven by a “level of service” consideration as the current 
and any forecast traffic can be accommodated with minimal delays using the 
current taxiways to enter the runway.

 Terminal Building: Already identified for replacement based on “level of 
service” considerations.  With the introduction of jet services, 100% screening 
of passengers and baggage will have to take place, at an estimated cost of $7
million.  As such space requirements in terms of screening equipment and 
sterile areas will need to be considered.  Further staff amenities required for 
the increased staff levels that will be required to undertake this operation will 
also need to be considered. The existing building will not accommodate the 
additional space requirements and will have to be either extended or 
replaced.  Generally, while the Terminal provides shelter and limited facilities 
for current passengers it does not provide an appropriate image for the Griffith 
community and will not facilitate the introduction of jet passenger services.

 Apron Area:  This expansion will be associated with an expansion of the 
Terminal Building to accommodate additional scheduled services, especially
jet aircraft services.  Any expansion of the apron will also trigger a relocation 
of the Illuminated Wind Indicator and Signal Circle located immediately to the 
east of the current apron.  

 Other developments: Should be based on normal financial and commercial 
considerations, which could include speculative developments.
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7 LAND USE STRATEGY
The recommended Land Use reserves for Griffith Airport are shown on Figures 4 and 
5 in Section 9.

7.1 Terminal Zone, including Car Park

The terminal precinct, including the car park, should be reserved as shown on Figure
No 4.  This location takes into consideration the ready availability of key service 
requirements (power and water), the access of the terminal to the main access road 
and the existing apron and taxiway.  The precinct allows for the apron to be extended 
parallel to the runway, with provision for a second taxiway onto the runway.  It also 
allows for the development of a taxiway parallel to the main runway.

Adjacent to this zone, and beside the entrance roadway, an area has been reserved 
as a green area which can be developed to present an attractive entrance to the City.

The actual size of a future terminal and car park will depend on commercial demands 
and known passenger numbers at that time.  The terminal precinct allows for the 
expansion of the car park, rather than the requirements to develop an entire new 
facility, and provide services to a new area.  It also maximises the use of the existing 
facilities.

This zone may also accommodate commercial facilities such as a food outlet and car 
rental companies.

To facilitate the expansion of the apron, a new Illuminated Wind Indicator (IWI) will be 
required.  The new IWI will be located on the opposite side of the runway from the 
terminal so that it is visible to aircraft on both the RPT and General Aviation aprons.  
The current location to the east of the Terminal Building is not visible from the 
General Aviation area.

7.2 Aviation zone

The area currently occupied by hangars, taxiways and aprons is to be reserved as 
the aviation zone.  It also includes the land to the west of the current buildings.

This area will allow for the development of further hangars and possibly a flying 
school.  It also makes provision for a centralised wash down facility to control the 
waste materials being placed on site resulting from the cleaning of agricultural 
aircraft.

Within this zone provision has been made for: 

 A taxiway parallel to runway 06/24 to provide access to either end of the 
runway to increase its operational capacity;

 An expanded RPT apron area to a service the terminal zone.  Any future 
expansion of the apron will be dependant on the size of the aircraft required to 
use it.  For example, an Embraer E170 will require approximately an area 30 
m by 60 m, with separate provision for servicing vehicles to access the 
aircraft; 

 An Illuminated Wind Indicator on the northern side of runway 06/24 that will 
be visible from the majority of the aircraft parking areas;

 Emergency Services aviation facilities, primarily for use by fire bombing 
aircraft used by the NSW Fire Service;

 Helicopter parking remote from fixed wing aircraft parking to minimise any 
potential damage from the two types of aircraft operating in close proximity to 
each other.  This area is only intended for the parking and taxying of 
helicopters as it is intended that they land and take-off from the runway; and
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 Expanded General Aviation parking close to the existing General Aviation 
parking.

A grass parallel taxiway could be provided initially to facilitate the agricultural aircraft 
operations.  Such a taxiway would require minimal expenditure and a paved taxiway 
could be provided at some future date if required.  This would require Council to 
resume lease area 42 and remediate its evaporative pond.

7.3 Obstacle Limitation Surfaces

The Obstacle Limitation Surfaces required for the continued operation of Code 3 
aircraft conducting non-precision instrument approaches are shown on Figure 2.

To ensure that the transitional surfaces are protected a building line has been
established for each runway at Griffith Airport as part of this Master Plan.  The
building line is 145m from the centreline of runway 06/42 and 100m for runway 18/36 
and allows a structure 10m high to be constructed up to this line.  Aprons and 
taxiways can be built inside this line.  However, aircraft parking areas need to be 
carefully planned so that the largest aircraft capable of parking in that area does not
infringe the transitional surface.  The lines are shown on the Figures 4 and 5 at 
Section 9.

7.4 Non-aviation zone

The area at the eastern end of the property has been reserved for non-aviation 
commercial development.  This area will front Rifle Range Road which will give it a 
very visual presence when the road is developed to take the Kidman Way around the 
Griffith central city area.

This area will be suitable for high value properties associated with the road transport 
system, such as a Truck Stop/Service Station, a Freight Interchange, heavy vehicle 
sales and/or maintenance facilities and storage facilities.

A future aviation fuel depot may also be established near the western end of this 
zone, providing access to the aircraft parking areas while not creating a safety 
hazard within the more public areas.

Part of this area could also be leased for agricultural purposes.

7.5 Conservation zones

The airport site contains two areas of remnant forest that will be preserved in two 
conservation zones, located either side of the 06/24 runway.

An extension to Aerodrome Road will be constructed along the southern boundary, 
passing along the southern edge of the southern conservation zone.  This will enable 
access to the airport from the towns to the east and north without adding traffic to the 
Griffith suburban streets.  It will also enable interpretive panels and parking areas to 
be developed to inform the public about the forests and their historical and 
environmental significance. 

7.6 Other facilities

Flood retention

From an initial desktop assessment, the catchment area upstream of the terminal is 
approximately 425Ha (refer Figure 2). The peak flow generated from a 1 in 100 year 
rainfall event on the catchment with a time of concentration of approximately 3 hours 
is in the order of 14 cubic metres per second. Providing complete storage for the 
runoff volume in a retention basin located within the airport boundary would require a 
basin with significant storage depth. There are existing small diameter culverts 
crossing under the 06/24 runway and consideration needs to be given to increasing 
the capacity of these culverts to accommodate greater flows.
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GCC has indicated that the golf course owners may consider construction of dams 
on the golf course. These would primarily be for irrigation purposes, however, if 
appropriate located and sized, could improve retention of storm water runoff in the 
catchment.  In the short term, until a detailed assessment of the catchment is 
undertaken, consideration should be given by GCC to undertaking drainage works at 
Remembrance Drive and around the location of the existing terminal to mitigate the 
impact of overland flooding to the existing car park and terminal area.

Access Roads

The current access to the airport is primarily via sealed suburban streets from the 
main street.  There is a secondary access from the west via a natural surface 
roadway.

It is recommended that improved access for the growing population centres to the 
north (Lake Wyangan) and east (Collina) be provided by constructing the western 
section of Aerodrome Road and Kallinda Road through to Wyangan Avenue and by 
extending Aerodrome Road from the Terminal area along the southern boundary to 
Rifle Range Road.
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8 SUMMARY OF MASTER PLAN
The following is a summary of the Master Plan and is represented in Figures 4 and 5:

Aviation
 Provision for runway 06/24 to be extended to a total length of 2,100 m., with an 

initial extension to 1,700 m.;
 Protection of the Obstacle Limitation Surfaces to allow for the runway 

extension;
 Provision for a parallel taxiway to service runway 06/24;
 Provision of a Terminal and Car Park Precinct;
 Provision for the development of a public open space at the entrance to the 

Terminal Precinct;
 Provision for a relocated Illuminated Wind Indicator;
 Provision for an expanded RPT Apron and General Aviation parking;
 Helicopter ground operations separated from the fixed wing aircraft areas;
 A base for Emergency Services aircraft operations, including the Air 

Ambulance and Fire Bombing;
 Retention and protection of runway 18/36;
 Provision for additional commercial aviation activity; and
 Provision for a common user aircraft wash down facility and evaporation pond.

Non- aviation
 The protection of conservation areas;
 Provision for the development of a flood retention basin to store run-off from 

Scenic Hill;
 Provision for commercial development on the Rifle Range Road property 

boundary;
 Provision for a road to connect Remembrance Drive with Rifle Range Road; 

and
 Recommends the development of Aerodrome Road to provide access from the 

west.
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9 PLANS
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Attachment 1 – Correspondence from Airlines.
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Griffith City Council OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 
  
TITLE Outstanding Action Report 
 
TRIM REF 25/38635 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Action Report - Airport Committee - 4 June 2025 ⇩  64 
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Airport Committee Action Report 

Date of 
Meeting 

Agenda Item Action Action Officer Comment 

26 March 
2025 

1 GENERAL BUSINESS   
4.1 Airport Masterplan 

 

The current version of the Masterplan 
will be emailed to Committee members 
for their review and the matter to be 
discussed at the next Committee 
meeting. 

GO 23/05/2025:  Report in Agenda for 
Committee meeting to be held 4 June 
2025. 

26 March 
2025 

2 GENERAL BUSINESS   
4.1 Leases and 
Leaseholders 

 

Several items were raised regarding 
leases and leaseholders. The items 
were as follows: 

• Committee members expressed 
a preference for 5-year lease 
terms over 12-month leases. 

• The availability of leases was 
discussed, noting that there are 
currently no leases available, 
and concerns were raised about 
leases not being used for 
aviation purposes, such as 
hangars being used for storage. 

• Work Health and Safety 
(WH&S) issues at the hangars 
were highlighted. 

• The issue of off-lead dogs at the 
aerodrome was raised, with 
concerns about the risk to the 
public and potential Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) compliance issues. 

 

AFC 23/05/2025: Report in Agenda for 
Committee meeting to be held 4 June 
2025. 

 CC01 GRIFFITH 
AIRPORT PAID 
CARPARKING 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of 
Councillor Tony O’Grady and Michael 
Borg that the licence plate recognition 
ticketless parking system with 3 lanes 
with the card only system be approved. 
 
SMT COMMENT: The Griffith Airport 
Paid Parking Project has been 

DSD/ USD&MPM  
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workshopped with Councillors on 
several occasions. A workshop held 
Tuesday, 4 March 2025 requested that 
this item be referred to the Airport 
Committee for consideration and 
recommendation to Council. 
 
Should Council endorse to accept the 
recommendations in these minutes, 
inclusive of CC01 Griffith Airport Paid 
Carparking, staff will obtain updated 
quotations for the cost to implement the 
ticketless parking system. Options will 
also be investigated for the parking fees 
at the airport. A report will be presented 
to the next meeting of the Committee 
following the adoption of the 2025/26 
budget. It is anticipated that this 
procurement process will be via public 
tender. 
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