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AGENDA 

 
 

GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

WEDNESDAY, 5 AUGUST 2026 AT 3:30 PM 
 

 
1 Apologies 

2 Confirmation of Minutes 

3 Business Arising 

4 Declarations of Interest 

5 Items of Business 

CL01 p7 Resignation of Committee Member 

CL02 p9 Committee Member Application - Rina Mercuri 

CL03 p10 Qtr 2 Review - Free Local Entry Trial 

CL04 p13 Q4, Visitation Statistics - Apr - Jun 2026 (Excluding Cultural & 
Community Use) 

CL05 p15 Q4, Community and Culture Visitation Statistics - Apr - Jun 2026 

CL06 p17 2025/26 End of Year Marketing Report & 2026/27 Marketing Outlook 
- Administration Coordinator 

CL07 p19 Strategic Master Plan Progress Update 

CL08 p21 Public Program - Teddy Bear's Picnic - July 2026 

CL09 p23 Oral History Project Scope 

CL10 p26 Historical Opinion - Thomas Michael MacNamara and 'Clancy of the 
Overflow' 

CL11 p46 Free Local Entry Trial Survey Results - Presentation 

6 p47 Outstanding Action Report  

7 General Business  

8 Next Meeting 

 
DISTRIBUTION LIST  
Councillor Shari Blumer (Chair), Councillor Laurie Testoni, Councillor Jenny Ellis, Denis Couch (Community 
Representative), Desma Newman (Community Representative), Dolf Murwood (Community Representative), 
Jenna Thomas (Community Representative), John Nikolic (Community Representative), Michael Rohan 
(Community Representative), Neil Dal Nevo (Community Representative), Peter Taylor (Community 
Representative), Robyn Turner (Community Representative), Virginia Tropeano (Community Representative) 
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Director Business, Cultural and Financial Services, Matthew Hansen; Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager, 
Jenny O’Donnell; Curator, Fox Darcy Administration Officer, Tabbitha Williams and Minute Taker, Leanne Austin 
 

Quorum = 3 
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting please notify the Minute Secretary prior to commencement of the meeting 
by email or by telephoning Council on 1300 176 077. 
 
This Committee meeting may be attended remotely and recorded by audio or audio-visual means for 
administrative purposes. No other recording is permitted. 

 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Griffith City Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people as the traditional owners and custodians of 
the land and waters, and their deep knowledge embedded within the Aboriginal community.  
 
Council further pays respect to the local Wiradjuri Elders, past, present and those emerging, for whom 
we acknowledge have responsibilities for the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational 
practices of the local Wiradjuri people. 
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MINUTES 

 
 

GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

WEDNESDAY, 20 MAY 2026 COMMENCING AT 4:00 PM 
 

 

PRESENT  

Councillor Shari Blumer (Chair), Councillor Laurie Testoni, Denis Couch (Community 
Representative), Jenna Thomas (Community Representative) (via zoom), Michael Rohan 
(Community Representative), Robyn Turner (Community Representative) (via zoom), 
Virginia Tropeano (Community Representative) 
  
Quorum = 3 

STAFF 

Director Business, Cultural & Financial Services, Matthew Hansen, Griffith Pioneer Park 
Museum Manager, Jenny O'Donnell, Curator, Fox Darcy, Administration Officer, Tabbitha 
Williams and Minute Secretary, Antoinette Galluzzo 

Absent: Desma Newman (Community Representative), Neil Dal Nevo (Community 
Representative), Peter Taylor (Community Representative) 

1 APOLOGIES  

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Virginia Tropeano that 
apologies be received from Councillor Jenny Ellis, Dolf Murwood (Community 
Representative), John Nikolic (Community Representative). 

 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Denis Couch and Councillor Laurie Testoni that the 
minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 February 2026, having first been circulated 
amongst all members, be confirmed. 

 

3 BUSINESS ARISING 

Nil. 

 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the meeting during 
consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 
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There were no pecuniary interests declared. 

Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a significant non-pecuniary interest declaration are required to leave the 
meeting during consideration of the matter and not return until the matter is resolved. 

There were no significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

Less Than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interests 

Members making a less than significant non-pecuniary interest declaration may stay in the 
meeting and participate in the debate and vote on the matter. 

There were no less than significant non-pecuniary interests declared. 

5 ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 
CL01 GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM ACTION DAY - 3 APRIL 2026 

The Committee noted that Action Day 2026 was a successful event and continues to have a 

positive reputation within the community. 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Virginia Tropeano and Jenna Thomas that the Griffith 
Pioneer Park Museum Committee thank the volunteers and staff for their ongoing 
contribution to Action Day, and a letter of thanks be prepared.   

 
 
CL02 QTR 1 REVIEW - FREE LOCAL ENTRY TRIAL 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Robyn Turner that the 
Committee note the report. 

 
 
CL03 QUARTER 3, VISITATION STATISTICS JAN - MAR 2026 (EXCLUDING 
CULTURAL AND COMMUNITY USE) 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Robyn Turner that the 
Committee note the report. 

 
 
CL04 QUARTER 3, COMMUNITY AND CULTURE STATISTICS - JAN - MAR 2026 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Robyn Turner that the 
Committee note the report. 

 
 
CL05 COMMITTEE MEMBER AGENDA ITEM - DENIS COUCH 

Mr Couch raised concerns regarding the advertising of the “locals free entry” initiative at 
Pioneer Park and many local residents are still unaware they can access the park for free. 
Ms Turner suggested that staff could attend Council Cafe to engage with local residents to 
help raise awareness. Staff responded that they are planning to attend future Council Cafes 
to support community engagement and promotion of the initiative. 
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Councillor Blumer highlighted within previous reports, it has indicated a slow but positive 
growth. Councillor Testoni also mentioned he has put in a Councillor Budget Bid for Pioneer 
Park advertisement.  

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Denis Couch and Virginia Tropeano that the discussion 
be noted. 

 
 
CL06 OPERATIONAL UPDATE - PRICKLY PEAR AND KANGAROO MANAGEMENT 

Ms O’Donnell provided an update to the Committee regarding the Prickly Pear issue 
highlighting they have received guidance on chemical treatment and best-practice 
management techniques. The prickly pear treatment program is expected to commence 
within the coming months and will be an ongoing process over approximately 12 months.  

An update was provided on kangaroo management at the Museum site. It was 
acknowledged that kangaroo management will remain an ongoing challenge. 
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Councillor Laurie Testoni and Jenna Thomas that the 
information be received. 

 
 
 
CL07 PRESENTATION - REVIEW OF GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK STRATEGIC PLAN 

Ms O’Donnell presented to the Committee, outlining each component of the Griffith Pioneer 
Park Strategic Master Plan and providing an update on the progress achieved across each 
area (please find attached presentation for more information). 

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Virginia Tropeano and Jenna Thomas that Council 
consider the needs of disabled patrons, visitors, volunteers and staff at Griffith Pioneer Park 
Museum as part of the Disability, Inclusion and Access Plan.   

SMT Comment  

Accessibility to Pioneer Park has been considered in the newest version of the DIAP ( due to 
be adopted 16 June 2026.)  

Councillor Blumer and Mr Hansen informed the Committee that a grant application has been 
submitted for machinery shelters at the Pioneer Park Museum. 

Ms Tropeano suggested while Italian migrant histories are relatively well documented, 
British, Irish, German, and other migrant experiences have not been captured as thoroughly. 
The Committee discussed how modern technology makes it easier to record and store 
interviews and information digitally so they can later be used in exhibitions or community 
projects. 

Action: At the next Committee meeting staff present a report highlighting how they will 
further engage and give opportunities to other members of the community as part of the oral 
history project.  

 
 
 
6 OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 

The report was noted.  
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7 GENERAL BUSINESS   

Nil. 

8             ATTACHMENTS  

(a) Griffith Pioneer Park - Strategic Master Plan Update 

 

8 NEXT MEETING   

The next meeting of the Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Committee is to be held on 
Wednesday, 19 August 2026 at 4:00 pm. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated at 5:30 pm. 
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL01 
 
TITLE Resignation of Committee Member 
 
FROM Antoinette Galluzzo, Governance Officer  
 
TRIM REF 26/63724 
 

 
SUMMARY 

On 28th May 2026 an email was received from Committee member, Peter Taylor tendering 
his resignation from the Committee.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee accept Peter Taylor’s resignation and the Terms of Reference be 
updated.  

REPORT 

Nil.  

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report has no relevance to the Council’s Strategic Plan. 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Email - Peter Taylor - Resignation - 28 May 2026 ⇩  8 

  
  

PPC_05082026_AGN_5393_AT_ExternalAttachments/PPC_05082026_AGN_5393_AT_Attachment_34260_1.PDF


CL01 Attachment (a) Email - Peter Taylor - Resignation - 28 May 2026 
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL02 
 
TITLE Committee Member Application - Rina Mercuri 
 
FROM Antoinette Galluzzo, Governance Officer  
 
TRIM REF 26/87776 
 

 
SUMMARY 

A Committee application has been received for the Griffith Pioneer Park Museum  
Committee from Rina Mercuri.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee accept Rina Mercuri as a member of the Griffith Pioneer Park Museum  
Committee, and the Terms of Reference be updated.   

REPORT 

Nil 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report has no relevance to the Council’s Strategic Plan. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL03 
 
TITLE Qtr 2 Review - Free Local Entry Trial 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91507 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report updates the Committee on the second reporting period of the Free Local Entry 
Trial for residents of postcodes 2680 and 2681, covering April to June 2026. A total of 248 
local residents visited under the trial, an increase of 57 visitors (29.8%) from January to 
March. 
 
The report outlines visitation, promotion, the value of free admission provided and direct 
administrative costs. Results will continue to be monitored over the full trial. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee note the report. 

REPORT 

From April to June 2026, 248 local residents visited Griffith Pioneer Park Museum under the 
Free Local Entry Trial - 57 more than in the previous three-month period. 

Local visitation remained predominantly adult-based. The April school holidays contributed 
to attendance during the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

Trial Growth Comparison 

Local visitation increased from 191 visitors in January to March 2026 to 248 visitors in April 
to June 2026. This represents an increase of 57 visitors, or 29.8%, over the previous three-
month period. 

The 29.8% increase is a positive early result. As attendance varies with school holidays, 
events and seasonal programming, the full 12-month trial will provide a better basis for 
assessing longer-term participation. 

Visitation by locals has increased from the same three-month period last year by 45, 
equating to a 22% increase. 

 

Year Period Local Visitors 

2025 Apr-Jun 203 

2026 Apr-Jun (trial) 248 
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Estimated Admission Value Provided 

Using an average admission value of $12 per person, the free entry provided to local 
residents during the quarter had an estimated value of: 

• 248 local visitors x $12 = $2,976 in admission value provided. 

Financial Information 

The following figures separate the estimated value of admission provided to local residents 
from the direct costs recorded in delivering and administering the trial: 

Item 
Estimated 
Impact 

Estimated admission value provided $2,976.00 

Secondary revenue impact $0.00 

Staff/admin/advert/printing costs* $660.57 

Total direct costs $660.57 

*Council Cafe staffing costs are excluded because they relate to normal business 

development, not the trial. 

The admission value is not confirmed lost revenue, as not every local visitor would otherwise 
have paid admission, and is therefore excluded from direct costs. Benchmark survey staff 
time will be reported next quarter. 

Marketing Undertaken 

Marketing activities during the April to June 2026 period focused on promoting seasonal 
events and increasing community awareness of the Free Local Entry Trial. Activities 
included: 



CL03 Qtr 2 Review - Free Local Entry Trial 

 

  Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Committee | 05 August 2026 12 
 

• Promotion through Griffith City Council communication channels, including the Weekly 
Council Catch-Up. 

• Distribution of promotional flyers advertising the Free Local Entry Trial. 

• Public announcements during Action Day (Good Friday) encouraging visitors to return 
and utilise the Free Local Entry Trial. 

• Promotion of Heart Week activities and other community engagement initiatives. 

• Ongoing word-of-mouth promotion through volunteers, visitors, school groups, venue 
hirers and community organisations. 

• Six Museum Facebook posts promoting the Museum and the Free Local Entry Trial 
reached approximately 6,799 people during the reporting period, excluding additional 
posts through Council channels. 

Word-of-mouth remained the most commonly reported source of awareness. The 
promotional reach and increased local attendance indicate growing community awareness of 
the trial. 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.2 Ensure Council's financial sustainability 
through effective financial management that is transparent and accountable.  

This report has no relevance to the Council’s Strategic Plan. 

LINK TO GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM STRATEGIC PLAN 

3.1 - Engage with locals, visitors, school students and community groups.  

3.1.3 – Reduce general entry fees for residents of Griffith LGA 

3.1.6 - Develop experiences or activities that respond to youth audiences.  

4.2 - Establish and build meaningful relationships with Griffith’s migrant communities.  

4.2.1 — Undertake regular engagement with key multicultural communities.  

5.1 - Ensure the ongoing sustainability of the organisation.  

5.1.1 — Diversify and increase revenue from retail, programs, workshops, commercial hires 
and tourist admission fees.  

5.1.2 — Undertake a policy review to identify gaps and needed updates. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL04 
 
TITLE Q4, Visitation Statistics - Apr - Jun 2026 (Excluding Cultural & 

Community Use) 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91549 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The fourth quarter of the 2025/2026 financial year recorded 1,310 general visitors to Griffith 
Pioneer Park Museum between April and June 2026. Visitor numbers were strongest in 
April, supported by increased tourism activity during the Easter and school holiday period, 
before returning to more typical seasonal levels in May and June. 
 
These figures represent general Museum visitation only—visitors entering specifically to 
view exhibits and displays. They do not include attendance associated with cultural and 
community use, such as events, regular programs, venue hire, educational activities, and 
other non-exhibition functions, which are reported separately. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted. 

REPORT 

1. Monthly Attendance Summary 

Month Visitors 

April 601 

May 385 

June 324 

• Total visitation: 1,310 visitors  
• Average monthly visitation: 437 visitors  
• Busiest month: April  

Visitor numbers were strongest in April, reflecting increased tourism associated with the 
Easter and school holiday period. Attendance moderated through May and June but 
remained consistent with seasonal visitation patterns, demonstrating continued interest from 
both residents and visitors to the region. 

2. Key Insights 

• A total of 1,310 general visitors attended the Museum during the quarter.  

• April recorded the highest monthly visitation, benefiting from Easter, school holidays 
and increased regional tourism activity.  

• Visitor numbers eased in May and June, consistent with seasonal trends following 
the peak holiday period.  
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• General visitation remained steady throughout the quarter, demonstrating the 
Museum's ongoing appeal as a cultural and tourism destination. 

3. Recommendations 

• Marketing Focus: Continue leveraging regional visitor centres, tourism networks 
and digital marketing to maintain visitation outside peak holiday periods.  

• Seasonal Programming: Develop targeted exhibitions and events during 
traditionally quieter months to encourage repeat visitation and increase local 
engagement.  

• Visitor Insights: Continue monitoring visitor trends to inform future marketing 
campaigns and programming opportunities. 

4.  Tourism Comparison Statistics (24/25 vs 25/26) 

 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 5.6 Promote Griffith as a desirable visitor 
destination.  

LINK TO GPPM STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to GPPM Strategic Plan items: 

3. Deeper engagement with museum audiences 

4. Tell the stories of Griffith and district residents, past and present. 

5.1.1 Diversify and increase revenue from retail, programs, workshops, commercial hires 
and tourist admission fees. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL05 
 
TITLE Q4, Community and Culture Visitation Statistics - Apr - Jun 2026 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91550 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The fourth quarter of the 2025/2026 reporting year (1 April – 30 June 2026) recorded a 
significant increase in participation across venue hire, community programs, tours, school 
activities, regular community groups and major events, with a total of 5,763 participants 
recorded during the quarter. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee note the increased utilisation of Shearers Quarters Hall and be aware 
that the venue remains available for community hire should opportunities arise within 
their community networks. 

REPORT 

Community & Culture Participation 

Monthly participation figures for the quarter were as follows: 

Month Participants 

April 2026 3221 

May 2026 1318 

June 2026 1224 

 

Participation during the quarter was exceptionally strong, with April recording the highest 
attendance, driven primarily by the Museum's flagship Action Day event, together with a 
continued schedule of venue hire, school excursions and coach tours. 

The quarter demonstrated strong demand for the Museum as a venue for community 
gatherings, private functions and organised tours. The regular bookings from April 
significantly increased ongoing visitation and provided a strong foundation of consistent 
attendance throughout the quarter. Combined with major events, school excursions and 
group bookings, these recurring users strengthened the Museum's engagement with both 
residents and visitors to the region while increasing utilisation of Museum facilities. 

The quarter also marked a significant milestone in the utilisation of the Museum's flagship 
community venue, Shearers Quarters Hall. Following the introduction of new regular user 
groups from April, the hall is now in community use five days per week, averaging six 
bookings each week.  

At the beginning of the 2025/2026 financial year, the hall was typically utilised three days per 
week, averaging three bookings each week.  
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This represents a 100% increase in weekly bookings and a substantial improvement in the 
activation of the facility, demonstrating growing community demand for the Museum as a 
venue for meetings, programs, social activities and private functions. 

Community & Cultural Comparison (24/25 vs 25/26) 

 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.4 Provide a range of cultural facilities, 
programs and events.  

LINK TO MUSEUM’S STRATEGIC PLAN 

These items link to Griffith Pioneer Park Museum’s Plan. 

3.1 Engage with locals, visitors, school students, and community groups. 

6.4 Provide hospitality facilities that enhance the visitor experience to the Museum. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
  



 

  Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Committee | 05 August 2026 17 
 

Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL06 
 
TITLE 2025/26 End of Year Marketing Report & 2026/27 Marketing Outlook - 

Administration Coordinator 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91546 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This report provides a baseline summary of the Museum's marketing activity and results 
during the 2025/26 financial year. Marketing was undertaken with a limited advertising 
budget and focused largely on social media, supported by selected traditional advertising. 
Despite the limited budget, the Museum's Facebook content achieved 433,237 views and 
3,687 content interactions, with interactions increasing by 75.8% compared to the previous 
financial year.Council has increased the Museum's advertising budget for 2026/27, allowing 
for a more planned and consistent approach across digital and traditional media. This has 
enabled a new advertising partnership with Australian Community Media (ACM), which 
commenced with the promotion of the Free Local Entry initiative and will continue with an 
integrated campaign for A Taste of Italy. The 2025/26 results will provide a baseline against 
which the reach, engagement and effectiveness of the increased investment can be 
measured.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee note the Museum’s 2025/26 marketing results and the expanded 
marketing activity planned for 2026/27. 

REPORT 

Facebook Audience Demographics: 

The Museum's Facebook audience has a strong local base, with additional reach into 
regional centres and capital cities. 

Key demographic insights include: 

• 76.1% of followers are women and 23.9% are men. 
• The largest age group is 35–44 years, followed by 45–54 years. 
• Younger audiences (18–24 years) remain underrepresented, presenting an opportunity 

for targeted campaigns. 

Geographically, the Museum's audience is highly local: 

• 40.8% of followers are based in Griffith. 
• Other key audiences include Sydney (6.2%), Leeton (4.1%), Canberra (2.4%), 

Melbourne (2.3%), Yenda (2.3%) and Wagga Wagga (2.1%). 
• 97.7% of followers are located within Australia. 

These demographics support the Museum's focus on engaging local residents while 
maintaining broader visibility across New South Wales and interstate. 

Social media platforms distribute content according to users' interests and previous 
engagement. Campaign performance is therefore assessed through measurable results 
such as reach, views, interactions and link clicks. 
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Social Media Performance 

During the 2025/26 financial year, the Museum's Facebook content generated 433,237 
views and 3,687 content interactions, representing a 75.8% increase in content interactions 
compared with the previous financial year. 

The highest-performing campaign was the Halloween teaser, achieving: 

• 37,827 views 
• 302 content interactions 
• 30 new followers 

These results demonstrate increased online visibility and engagement and provide a strong 
platform for promoting Museum programs, events and visitation. 

Traditional Media 

Traditional media, including print and television, were used selectively during 2025/26 for 
major events and announcements. Digital channels remained the primary focus because 
they allow targeted delivery and measurable results. 

Traditional media will continue to be used where it provides strategic value and supports 
broad community awareness. 

2026/27 Marketing Activity 

Council has increased the Museum's advertising budget for 2026/27, allowing for a more 
planned and consistent approach across digital and traditional media. A new advertising 
partnership with ACM commenced with promotion of the Free Local Entry initiative and will 
continue with an integrated campaign for the Museum's A Taste of Italy events throughout 
August. 

The 2025/26 results will provide a baseline against which the reach, engagement and 
effectiveness of the increased investment can be measured. Future reporting will compare 
campaign results with this baseline and include visitation or booking outcomes where these 
can be directly attributed to marketing activity. 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.4 Provide a range of cultural facilities, 
programs and events.  

LINK TO GPPM STRATEGIC PLAN 

3.1. Engage with locals, visitors, school students and community groups 

6.3.5 Develop a digital marketing strategy that includes social media, digital advertising and   
website. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL07 
 
TITLE Strategic Master Plan Progress Update 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91460 
 

 
SUMMARY 

Following its review of the Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Strategic Plan 2023, the Committee 
requested quarterly progress updates. This report outlines progress made during the April–
June 2026 quarter. 
 
1. Engage With & Include Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Peoples In All That We 
Do 

No significant changes this quarter. A meeting has taken place with Waddi Land Council on 
recommendation from the Wiradjuri Advisory Group regarding the scarred trees. The trees 
come from Waddi Country, and therefore, it is culturally appropriate to follow their 
recommendations. Planning for future First Nations initiatives at the Museum remains linked 
to future capital works identified within the Master Plan. Oral history conversations are 
continuing with the Curator coordinating the project.  

2. Manage the Collection Sustainably 

Work continues with strengthening operational practices that support long-term collection 
management. Staff and volunteers are currently working together on updating, preservation 
and exhibiting objects.  Planning for future collection storage and conservation priorities 
remains ongoing and is dependent on future capital works/infrastructure to achieve.  

3. Deeper Engagement With Museum Audiences 

Significant progress was made towards increasing community engagement and enhancing 
visitor experiences during the quarter. The Museum Free Local General Admission Trial, 
delivered Action Day and the planning of Teddy Bear Picnic, further expanding opportunities 
for local families and the wider community to engage with the Museum. Planning also 
commenced for a new front entrance signage project to improve visitor wayfinding and 
arrival experience. In addition, a draft Museum Disability Inclusion Action Plan was prepared 
to align with Griffith City Council's Disability Inclusion Action Plan, supporting future 
improvements in accessibility and inclusion across Museum programs, facilities and visitor 
services. 

4. Tell the Stories of Griffith & District Residents, Past & Present 

Planning continued for the 2026 A Taste of Italy program, supporting the Strategic Master 
Plan's objective of strengthening the interpretation and celebration of Griffith's multicultural 
heritage through events and community partnerships. The Area News refurbishment and 
updated exhibition is progressing well. The collection audit is continuing and is expected to 
uncover the previous local history research and objects that complement this theme. 
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5. Corporate Governance 

Work continued on strengthening governance through the development of operational 
procedures, strategic reporting and performance monitoring. Planning also commenced for 
future funding opportunities and priority capital projects identified within the Master Plan. 

6. The Museum is a Premier 'Must See' Destination for Locals & Visitors Alike 

Progress continued in strengthening the Museum's profile and visitor reach through a Digital 
Marketing Strategy. A new advertising partnership with ACM has been established for the 
2026/27 financial year, increasing promotional capacity across digital and traditional media. 
Marketing activity commenced with the Free Local Entry campaign and will continue with 
promotion of the Museum's A Taste of Italy program throughout August. Planning also 
progressed on projects to improve the Museum's entrance presentation and visitor arrival 
experience. 

Summary 

Progress during the quarter has primarily focused on increasing audience engagement, 
strengthening the Museum's public profile and advancing initiatives that improve visitor 
experience. These activities continue to support the Strategic Master Plan's vision of 
developing Griffith Pioneer Park Museum as a leading cultural, tourism and community 
destination for the region. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the information be received. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL08 
 
TITLE Public Program - Teddy Bear's Picnic - July 2026 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/91286 
 

 
SUMMARY 

In the absence of a public programmer/events personnel, the Administration Coordinator 
developed a small program to encourage local families to utilise the Museum’s free general 
admission trial. The Teddy Bear Picnic was instigated and coordinated to promote the 
Museum and provide an additional school holiday activity for the community. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee: 

(a) Note the outcomes of the 2026 Teddy Bear Picnic evaluation. 

(b) Provide advisory feedback on the future development of the Teddy Bear Picnic as 
an annual winter school holiday program, including opportunities for expansion, 
partnerships, sponsorship and other improvements for consideration by Museum 
staff.  

REPORT 

The Teddy Bear Picnic was developed to encourage local families to utilise the Museum's 
free general admission trial while providing an additional school holiday activity for the 
community. 

The program attracted nearly 200 visitors to Griffith Pioneer Park Museum, including 162 
local visitors. This is a strong result for the Museum and demonstrates community interest in 
family-friendly public programs. The attendance is particularly positive when compared with 
Bathurst's Abercrombie House Annual Teddy Bears Picnic Day, which has reportedly 
attracted more than 250 people. 

The result was also notable given the winter weather conditions, with a forecast maximum of 
approximately 17 degrees and rain predicted from 1.00 pm. 

The Teddy Bear Picnic was built on the Museum's existing self-guided information trail by 
adapting it into a Teddy Bear Hunt. This simple approach encouraged repeat local visitation 
and provided families with a different way to explore and engage with the Museum. The 
program also attracted regional visitors, with a group from Lake Cargelligo travelling 
specifically to Griffith to participate. 

The Griffith Trauma Teddies Knitters Club participated in a sit-and-knit activity, providing an 
opportunity to further develop this partnership in future years. 

The direct cost of the program was $171.89, comprising $87.00 for teddy bears, $35.00 for 
printing and $49.89 for advertising. Although the program cost was minimal, it does exclude 
staff time associated with planning, marketing, customer enquiries, set-up, delivery and 
pack-down. 
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The program also allowed staff to encourage visitors to do the survey whilst visiting and 
therefore generated 18 responses to the six-month Free Local General Admission Trial 
Survey.  

Respondents on the day rated the Museum an average of 4.72 out of 5, with 83% wanting 
more family-friendly activities. In addition, 33.33% indicated a willingness to financially 
support the Museum through paid entry or becoming a Museum Supporter, while 61.1% 
indicated they would support the Museum by attending paid activities and programs. 

Visitor feedback identified opportunities to expand the Teddy Bear Picnic through food and 
music. Internally, a “stuff your own bear” activity was also investigated; however, the 
minimum order cost of $514.91 represented approximately 24% of the Museum's $2,141 
annual program budget, before additional casual staffing costs. The upfront financial risk 
was therefore not considered viable for the 2026 program. 

The Teddy Bear Picnic was a successful, low-cost public program that supported the free 
general admission trial and contributed to four objectives within the Museum's Strategic 
Plan. It is recommended that the Teddy Bear Picnic be considered as an annual winter 
school holiday program, with future expansion subject to available funding, sponsorship or 
alternative delivery models. 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.4 Provide a range of cultural facilities, 
programs and events.  

LINK TO GRIFFITH PIONEER PARK MUSEUM STRATEGIC PLAN 

3.1. Engage with locals, visitors, school students and community groups 

3.1.2 Develop public programs that respond to the community 

6.3.5  Develop a digital marketing strategy that includes social media, digital advertising 
and website. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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Griffith City Council COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL09 
 
TITLE Oral History Project Scope 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/88909 
 

 
SUMMARY 

At the previous meeting, the Committee requested a report outlining how staff would further 
engage with and provide opportunities for other members of the community to participate in 
the Museum’s Oral History Project.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee note the report. 

REPORT 

The Museum already holds an extensive collection of recorded oral histories, many of which 
document Griffith’s early Anglo-European settlers, pioneering families and the development 
of the irrigation area. These recordings remain an important part of the collection, and the 
Curator is progressively transcribing and digitising them as operational priorities permit, with 
the longer-term aim of making them more accessible to the public. 

As outlined in the attached Curator’s report, the current focus on engaging with the Wiradjuri 
community addresses a significant gap in the Museum’s historical representation and 
supports the Museum’s Strategic Plan commitment to reflecting the resilience, culture and 
diversity of the Griffith community.  

This focus is not intended to exclude other histories or participants. The Curator remains 
open to engaging with any knowledge holder who can contribute to the story of Griffith’s 
growth and development, including long-term residents, families, workers, cultural groups 
and community organisations. Further participation will be encouraged through engagement 
with local community groups, partnerships with organisations such as Western Riverina Arts, 
and broader promotion of opportunities to contribute to the project. 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.4 Provide a range of cultural facilities, 
programs and events.  

Link to Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Strategic Plan 3.1: Engage with locals, visitors, school 
students and community groups.  

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) GPPM - Curator Report - Update on Oral History Project ⇩  24 
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Griffith City Council INFORMATION REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL10 
 
TITLE Historical Opinion - Thomas Michael MacNamara and 'Clancy of the 

Overflow' 
 
FROM Jenny O'Donnell, Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Manager  
 
TRIM REF 26/85526 
 

 
SUMMARY 

The Griffith Business Chamber has requested that Council consider commissioning a 
qualified historian to investigate whether Thomas Michael MacNamara, who is buried in 
Griffith City Cemetery, was the individual who inspired Banjo Paterson’s character ‘Clancy of 
the Overflow’. In response, the Museum Curator undertook an initial investigation, followed 
by a broader assessment comparing the evidence supporting MacNamara’s claim with that 
of another prominent claimant, Thomas Gerald Clancy. The original request and both reports 
are attached for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
The intention behind the request and the cultural and tourism possibilities it proposes are 
acknowledged as an exciting prospect for Griffith. However, the research undertaken has not 
been able to substantiate MacNamara as the definitive inspiration for the character. The 
available evidence instead supports the view that Clancy was a fictional or composite literary 
character shaped by several stockmen, incidents and aspects of bush life known to 
Paterson.  
 
Griffith’s connection to MacNamara is limited to being his final place of residence and burial; 
the pastoral properties, events and landscapes described in the various accounts have no 
established connection to Griffith. As the question has already been researched extensively 
over many years without a definitive conclusion, and Banjo Paterson’s own memorial and 
resting place does not appear to generate notable tourism visitation, further investigation is 
unlikely to produce an outcome that would generate meaningful tourism or justify Council 
expenditure. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The information be received. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) GPPM - 1. Email request and info provided by the Griffith Business Chamber 
⇩  

27 

(b) GPPM - 2. Curator Report - Thomas MacNamara ⇩  33 

(c) GPPM - 3. Manager Report ⇩  39 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL11 
 
TITLE Free Local Entry Trial Survey Results - Presentation 
 
TRIM REF 26/91551 
 

 
Summary 

At the Committee Meeting held on the 12 November 2025, the following recommendation 
was made:  
 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Denis Couch and Jenna Thomas that: 

(a)   A 12-month trial of free general admission for local residents to the Griffith Pioneer Park 
Museum be implemented. This trial will exclude special events, school excursions, 
annual members and user groups. At the six-month mark, a community-wide survey be 
conducted to assess the Museum’s connection to and significance within the 
community.  

(b)  A visitor survey be introduced for completion by patrons upon exiting the Griffith Pioneer 
Park Museum, to gather feedback on their experience. 

(c)   A targeted marketing campaign be developed and delivered by the Visit Griffith team to 
promote and showcase the Griffith Pioneer Park Museum. 

As part of the six-month review of the Free Local Entry Trial, Griffith City Council conducted 
a community survey from 2 to 31 July 2026. Residents of the 2680 and 2681 postcodes 
were invited to participate, including those who had not visited the Museum during the trial. 

The survey sought feedback on community awareness of the trial, visitation patterns, the 
influence of free entry, the visitor experience and what may encourage greater engagement 
with the Museum in the future.  

The Administration Coordinator will present the survey results live to the Committee, 
including the level of participation and key themes identified in the responses. These findings 
will contribute to the ongoing evaluation of the trial, together with visitation, operational and 
financial information collected throughout the 12 months. 
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Griffith City Council OUTSTANDING ACTION REPORT 
  
TITLE Outstanding Action Report 
 
TRIM REF 26/91900 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The report be noted. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Action Report - Griffith Pioneer Park Museum Committee - 5 August 2026 ⇩ 

 

48 
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